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Lucy Ward and Fran Abrams . 

Twenty years of free university education came 
to an end yesterday as the Government 
announced the introduction of loans for university 
fees. 

The announcement, which followed the com- 
pletion of Sir Ron Dealing's 14-month inquiry 
into higher education, means that graduates from 
all but the poorest backgrounds will have to re- 
pay up to £3,000 towards the cost of their 
degree, on top of bills for living costs. 

The changes, which have been welcomed by 
universities but fiercely opposed by student lead- 
ers, will still leave graduates from the wealthi- 
est families with smaller debts than their poorer 
counterparts. And they raise the prospect of 
“golden bell os” for brightest graduates from 
employers prepared to repay their fees. 

David Blunkett. the Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation. told MP$ yesterday that he planned to 
abolish maintenance grants and to make grad- 
uates from better-off families pay £1,000 per year 
towards thefr tees. The move wul mean that stu- 
dents whose parents earn less than £34,000 could 
leave university with debts of around £10300. 
Those from richer families can still expect 
parental contributions, which will reduce their 
debts to around £8,000. Details will be published 
in a White Paper in the Autumn, but it seems 
likely that graduates might start repayments when 
they begin earning more than £10,000. 

The Government's announcement marked a 
rejection of Sir. Ron’s main recommendations on 
funding. His committee decided that students 
should ail pay a £1,000 fee and that mean-test- 
ed grants should stay. 

Mr Blunkett promised yesterday that the move 



What parents and graduates will pay 
under the Governments proposals: 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Family Income 16,000 

23.000 

35,000 

Maintenance 



(mnt) loan 3,440 

Parental 

3.440 

2,685 

contrib’n (mnt) 0 

Parental 

0 

755 

contrib'n (fees) 0 

878 

1,000 

Total debt after 
three years )p .320 

IP, 320 

8.055 

* Based on students studying outside London 



would mean more money both for universities 
and for further education colleges, but he did not 
promise that the extra income would be ring- 
fenced. Universities have insisted that the depth 
of their funding crisis means the Government must 
plough all new money from fees and savings on 
grants back into higher education. 

Although Sir Ron did not demand more in- 
put from employers, his recommendations can- 
not be implemented without their help. His report 
says that courses should relate more closely to 
the world of work. 

In return for extra cash, universities will be ex- 
pected to accept far tighter controls on (he qual- 
ity of teaching they offer. Students should be given 
a dearer idea of what they will learn before they 


start, and for the first time tutors will be expected 
to serve a probationary period in which they must 
gain leaching qualifications. 

Making his announcement yesterday, Mr 
Blunkett warned universities that be would not 
tolerate the imposition of top-up fees by elite uni- 
versities on top of the new loans. However, some 
were still threatening to introduce the charges last 
night. Both Durham and Nottingham universities 
- two of a group of six of Britain’s old universities 
which have placed warning of possible top-up fees 
in their prospectuses - confirmed they would make 
no decision on lifting the threat until the govern- 
ment’s foU funding plans became dear. 

Stephen Dorrell, the Conservative education 
spokesman, said the news would be greeted with 


disappointment in Britain's universities. “That 
disappointment wUl turn to anger when they re- 
alise the scale of (be lost opportunity which the 
Government has allowed to pass and the scale 
of Mr Bhmketfs defeat at the hands of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer,” he said. 

The Liberal Democrat education spokesman. 
Don Raster, welcomed the Dearing committee's 
proposals to expand student numbers and widen 
access to higher education, but denied tuition fees 
were the answer to the university funding short- 
fall. Students should pay more, but the money 
should come through abolishing maintenance 
grants in favour of loans, he said 

Dearing Report details, page 10 
Leading article, page 17 


The graduate: 
Loans for fees 
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Unions 
draw up 
secret plan 
to take 
on Blair 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Trade-union leaders an: preparing to confront 
Tony Blair ui Labour’s annual conference, 
after a clandestine meeting of six of the 
biggest unions agreed a united front against 
proposed party reforms. 

The genera] secretaries, whose unions con- 
tributed most of Labour’s election expens- 
es, met at a London hotel on TUesday. One 
of those present said they had “drawn a line 
cm the sand" over Mr Blair’s plans to distance 
Labour from union benefactors. They have 
been excluded from Downing Street since the 
election, and do not expect to be asked in 
to discuss the matter. 

This makes a row at the autumn confer- 
ence between old and new Labour un- 
avoidable unless the leadership compromises 
on key points. Party figures meet today to 
draft a final document to go before the 
Labour national executive on Wednesday. 

The Independent has been told the secret 
union session involved Rodney Bickers taffe 
of the Unison public-service union. John Ed- 
monds of the GMB general union, Roger 
Lyons of MSF, Ken Jackson of the engi- 
neering union, Jimmy Knapp of the RMT 
transport union and Tbny Dubbins of the the 
GPMU print union. 

Bill Morris, general secretary of the Trans- 
port and General Workers Union, was not 
present but has attended previous meetings 
of the secret grouping, which was formed in 
February after the Labour Party national ex- 
ecutive (NEC) released its "Party into Pow- 
er” consultative document proposing 
fundamental reforms. 

The general secretaries, and colleagues 
known to sympathise with them, lead unions 
holding 45 per cent of the vote at the party 
conference, and represent the full range of 

X ’ lions in the union movement. Even the 
tcher government was rarely able to pro- 
duce such unanimity between right and left. 

Opposition has also come from con- 
stituency organisations. Around a third of 
them haw put forward resolutions to the an- 
nual conferences calling for the whole pro- 
ject to be delayed. Union leaders agreed on 
Tuesday that their "bottom line” in any fu- 
ture dealings with the Labour leadership 
should be no diminution of union input into 
the NEC or into the new policy forums. 


DPP wrong on police death charge 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

The Director of Public Prose- 
cutions, Barbara Mills, yesterday 
conceded in a landmark case 
that she had been wrong to rule 
out a manslaughter charge 
against two police officers after 
a man died in their custody. 

The Police Complaints Au- 
thority likewise accepted in the 
High Court that its decision not 
to recommend that the Metro- 
politan Police bring discipli- 
nary charges against the officers, 
Constables Paul Wright and 
Andrew McCollum, was "flawed 
and should be quashed." 

The unprecedented conces- 


sions were made at the opening 
of four linked judicial reviews of 
Crown Prosecution Service de- 
cisions not to prosecute officers 
for death or serious injury, and 
mean that Mrs Mills and the au- 
thority must now rc-co nsider 
whether to take action over the 
death of Nigerian-born Shiji 
Lapitc during an incident in 
Stoke Newington, north Lon- 
don, in December 1994. 

The legal challenge, the first 

of its kind, has also revealed how 
the Metropolitan Felice strenu- 
ously resisted the authority’s 
initial inclination to recommend 
that the officers be charged with 
disciplinary offences, and per- 
suaded it to change its mind. 


Olamide Jones, Mr Lapite’s 
widow, said: “I am pleased with 
the derision today, but the fight 
is not over yet. I tope the police 
authorities will not continue to 
protect those responsible for 
my husband's death and that the 
CPS will take this opportunity to 
prosecute the officers involved.” 

Mr Lapite's case and a par- 
allel challenge involving Irish- 
born Richard O’Brien, which is 
continuing, were both launched 
in the wake of unanim ous in- 
quest jury verdicts that they had 
been unlawfully killed. 

A CPS statement said that 
Mrs Mills, who had approved a 
derision by Robert Monday . a 
Principal Crown Prosecutor, 


not to prosecute, had decided 
to invite the court to quash tbe 
original decision ia the light of 
material submitted by Mrs 
Jones’ lawyers. In vet another 
significant concession, it added: 
"The CPS has accepted that 
there may have been a weakness 
in the decision making process 
and has therefore asked a senior 
lawyer from the north of Eng- 
land to re-review this case.” 

Pathologists' reports revealed 
that Mr Lapite had suffered 36 
to 45 separate injuries during 
the incident with the two offi- 
cers. At the inquest. PC Wright 
admitted applying a neck-hold 
that fractured his larynx, caus- 
ing him to die of suffocation. PC 


McCallum admitted kicking 
Mr Lapite twice on tbe head, as 
hard as he could. The officers 
claimed that Mr Lapite bad at’ 
tempted to strangle PC Wright. 

When the case reached the 
CPS, it insisted that the con- 
striction of Mr Lapite's neck 
might have been caused unin- 
tentionally by PC Wright’s arm 
having become accidentally 
entangled in Mr Lapite’s cloth- 
ing. forming a ligature. 

Ben Emmerson, counsel for 
Mrs Jones, told the court yes- 
terday that Mrs Mills accepted 
in a recent letter that patho- 
logical evidence could not sup- 
port such a theory. She also 
accepted that a legal mistake 


had been made, relating to the 
elements of the offence of “un- 
lawful act” manslaughter. 

Tbe seeds of tbe separate 
challenge against Lhc Police 
Complaints Authority's deri- 
sion were sown after Comman- 
der Ian Quinn, of the Metro- 
politan Police’s Complaints 
Investigation Bureau, submined 
a detailed response to the su- 
pervising member. Molly 
Meacber, opposing the bringing 
of charges. On tbe basis of the 
points be made, which includ- 
ed a material error involving the 
transposition of two patholo- 
gists' names, Mrs Mcacher 
sought an opinion from counsel 
and then changed her mind. 
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Nationwide deals blow 
to the carpetbaggers 

Members of the Nationwide 
htu'Iding society sacrificed the 
chance of a windfall pay-out 
when they voted threo-io-one to 
reject five rebel candidates, ted 
■ by Michael Hardera, a former 
butler, whose ;um by standing 
for the board was to bounce it 
into a stoekmarket flotation. 
The vole may give respite to 
other building societies which 
are under pressure to give up 
mutual status. Page 20 

UK’s league of death 

Britons are ignoring advice on 
preventing heart disease, which 
has pushed the country to the 
top of the heart-deaths league, 
a group of experts said yester- 
day. Page 3 





Michael Harrison 

The captains of British in this- 
tly were yesterday taught the se- 
cret of business success - sit 
bade and let tbe workers run the 
company. At Ken Lewis’s sheet 
metal-working firm in Sandy. 
Bedfordshire, the staff decide 
their own salaries and hours of 
work, set their own budgets and 
double as salesmen, cost ac- 
countants and quality control 
inspectors. 

Mr Lewis, managing director 
of Dutton Engineering ( Wood- 
side) Ltd, says: “I don’t think 
I’ve made a derision for two 
years, I’ve not had to sack any- 


body mid I've only ever had to 
discipline one chap and as it 
happens he brought in a 
£300,000 contract the other 
week.” 

The 28 staff work in teams of 
seven and deride their own 
work patterns, and when to lake 
a long weekend to go fishing in- 
steadof slaving over a hot press. 

There are no workers com- 
mittees or trade unions, and 
overtime is an alien concept. 
The average salary is £16300 
but at the end of even 1 month. 
20 per cent of fbe profits are 
shared oat among staff. 

. Mr Lewis got the idea after 
a visit to Japan in 1984. “It’s just 


common bloody sense,” he says, 
“loo much British manage- 
ment is devoid of common 
sense. I am a happy man and so 
is everyone else because peo- 
ple's quality of life has gone up. 
We work smart, not hard.” 

His recipe for commercial 
success was spell out yesterday 
to 1 20 business leaders at a com- 
petitiveness summit in Lon- 
don, organised by Margaret 
Beckett, the President of the 
Board of Trade. In case they 
were sceptical, he had come 
armed with the statistics-sales 
per employee twice the indus- 
try average, paperwork reduced 
by 70 per cent, lead rimes cut 


from six weeks to eight hours, 
reject rate down to a fraction of 
a decimal point and. best of all, 
a £250,000 overdraft turned 
into a positive bank balance. Mr 
Lewis has no doubts his phi- 
losophy will catch on. He gets 
600 visitors a year and last 

week entertained a deputation 
from Kuwait. 

Since the business now runs 
without him, Mr Lewis can af- 
ford to spend his time going 
around the country, proselytiz- 
ing and promoting his book. 

Howto Thmsjbm Your Company 
and Enjoy It. "1 don't think I am 
ever going lo retire. I enjoy be- 
ing a missionary too much." 
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Childminder convicted of 
killing four-month-old girl 

A registered childminder was yesterday convicted of killing a 
four-month-old girl in her care. 

Angela Lee, 46, allegedly lost her temper with Danielle Firth 
and smashed her head against a hard surface, causing fatal 
fractures to her skull. A jury at Leeds Crown Court took four hours 
to convict Lee, who has two children of her own, of manslaughter. 

She had pleaded not guilty to murder, initially claiming that 
Danielle fell on a plastic castle, then saying that she accidentally 
dropped the baby on her head. But a post mortem examination 
found five separate areas of bruising to the child's face, including 
her left eyebrow, ear, nose attd jaw line. 

Crew malaise grounds BA flights 

British Airways Bights from Heathrow continue to be disrupted with 
1.000 cabin crew off sick - double the usual number. The high 
absence rate, which originally coincided with the recent three-day 
strike, led to the cancellation of two long-haul Bights yesterday and 
six short-haul services are likely to be grounded today. Management 
predicted there would be two long-haul cancellations tomorrow, on 
Saturday and on Sunday. Yesterday the airline said it would 
consider proposals to save £42m from cabin crew costs tabled by the 
Transport and General Workers’ Union, the issue at the centre of 
the industrial action. The union has given the company until 
8 August to reach a settlement. Barrie dement 

Schoolgirl expelled for complaining 

A schoolgirl has been expelled from school after complaining 
about the standard of teaching. 

Sarah Briggs, 15, was barred from Queen Elizabeth's School, 
Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, after claiming the comprehensive had 
failed to make crucial changes recommended in a report try Ofsted, 
the education regulator. Together with three other pupils, she alleged 
she was falling behind in her GCSE work, citing one of the main 
reasons as teacher absenteeism. The other two pupils apologised, but 
Sarah, of Pleasley. near Mansfield, said: “I am standing by my 
comments." In a’letter to Sarah’s parents, Susan, 40, and David, 43, 
the headteacher of the school. Nicola Atkin, said Sarah had been 
“excluded" because of her comments, which bring the school into 
“disrepute", and for “serious disrespectful conduct towards staff in 
school". A spokesman at the school said neither the headteacher nor 
teaching staff were prepared to comment. 

Happy Days are here again 

A £2m theatre production of 
the hit television series Happy 
Days is heading for Britain, it 
was announced yesterday. 

Happy Days - The Musical is 
being written by the star of the 
original show, Heniy Winkler 
(pictured) alias The Fonz, the 
cool hoodlum who only had to 
snap his fingers to be 
surrounded by adoring |jris. 

The show will feature hit tunes 
from the Fifties and early 
Sixties, with compositions by 
lyricist David Capri. The Happy 
Days series, about a group of American high-school students, ran 
fot 11 years from the mid-Scventies and was a huge hit in the UK. 
The musical is scheduled for a West End premiere in autumn 1998. 

Clear signal on human rights law 

Lord Irvine, the Lord Chancellor, last night gave the dearest signal 
yet that the Government will adopt the weakest form of 
incorporation when the European Convention on Human Rights is 
made part of UK law. Lord Irvine told the Lord Mayors judges' 
dinner ‘incorporating basic human rights into our domestic [aw 
will be a major new departure. It must not disturb the supremacy 
of Parliament." The remarks indicate that incorporation along the 
lines of the system in New Zealand is in prospect, in which judges 
would have no power to disapply primary legislation. Under such a 
system it would be for Parliament to pass amending legislation if a 
violation of the convention were found. Patricia Wynn Davies 

Jail for man in Aga Khan plot 

An asylum seeker from Cameroon who tried lo cheat the Aga 
Khan out of £25,000 was jailed yesterday for six months. 

A court heard how a letter from the billionaire racehorse owner 
was intercepted and altered on its way lo his bank in Geneva. The 
fraudsters forged instructions for the money to be sent to a branch 
or Barclays Bank in south London, said Keith Stone, for the 
prosecution, at Inner London Crown Court. Guy Rene Eyene, 37, 
living in Stockwdl. south-west London, told police he was recruited 
by accomplices to pick up the money from the bank for a £2,000 fee. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 


Rich reward: Antonia Balint at yesterday’s award ceremony (Photograph Renters ) 

Crowning glory for beauty 
queen stripped of her title 


S ix years almost to the day since she was dis- 
qualified as Miss Hungary for having posed 
naked, beauty queen Antonia Balint was re- 
awarded her crown yesterday after winning a court case 
against the organisers. 

Ms Balint and second-placed Times Raba were both 
disqualified immediately after the 1991 pageant when 
Hungarian newspapers printed photographs that had 
previously appeared in the men’s magazine Lu i and 
other publications. Erich Refl, the man who wrote the 
rotes for Miss World, said Ms Balint should hand her 
prize back. The local organisers, Multimedia, then re- 
claimed the two contestants’ prize money and named 
third-placed Orsolya Michna as the new Miss Hungary, 
sending her to the Miss World finals in London. 

“I felt it was a huge injustice at the time because 
there was nothing in the contract I signed which said 
I’d done anything wrong.” Ms BaSnt said as she cfcjtched 
her sceptre after yesterday's award ceremony. 


“The rule had been completely mistranslated in the 
contract we signed with Muftjmedia, n Ms Ballot's lawyer 
Katafin Kiszety said. Instead of the clause about not 
being allowed to pose nude there was a sentence say- 
ing c on te s tants who had done such pictures should 
not allow other magazines to publish than during the 
competition." 

Ms Balint was to have received a Renault Clio as 
wen but never saw it She refused to. hand over the 

crown and sceptre and locked them away for six years 

in her parents’ home. 

A Budapest co urt fi nal l y rated "this monttrthat Multi- 
media had misled Ms Balint, ancf awarded her dam- 
ages plus the price of the Ranauft car phis interest, 
estimated at'a total $30,000 (£18,000) - allowing her. 
to take the crown out ofetorag&i ;.\ ss ;• r, 

-Its been frustrating ndt to be able to look at it for 
six years but I can finally call it mine,” she said. 

Duncan Shiels, Reuters 


Death-fell climbers were 
posing for photographs 


Two British climbers who were 
killed after falling into a ravine had 
stopped on a ledge to pose for 
photographs, French police said 
yesterday. 

Mark Haseier and Clare 
Kempster, both in their thirties, 
plunged 3,000ft from the Aiguille 
Bionassy on the French- Italian 
border of Europe's highest peak 
on Monday. 

The pair were roped together 
and posing lor the picture when 
Ms Kempster leaned over a snow- 
covered ledge to stop her 
rucksack sliding down the 
mountainside. She slipped over 
the edge pulling the Mr Haseier 
with her. 

The third member of the group 
had untied himself to take the 
picture and escaped unharmed 
along with three other members of 
the climbing group - thought to 
include other members of the 
London-based Rock Hoppers 
club. 

Marc Dubrulle, of the Chamonix 
mountain police, said: There were 
three British climbers roped 


together as they made their way 
up Mont Blanc. They reached a 
ridge, with Italy on one side and 
France on the other, where there is 
a very beautiful view, and they 
apparently decided to get a 
photograph of themselves with the 
view in the background. 

“One of them released himself 
from the rope, and the other two 
stepped back for the photo. 

"At this point, the woman lost 
her rucksack, and it started sliding 
down the slope. She tried to c a tch 
on to it and fell, pulling the cither 
climber with her. I believe that they 
were killed immediately.” 

The deaths are among the first 
this year on the 15,000ft glacial 
peak which is known as “the 
accursed mountain” by locals. 

Andy MacNae of the British 
Mountaineering Council, of which 
the Mountain Hoppers is a 
member, said: “You could say this 
was a freak accident It is quite a 
straightforward climb for 
experienced mountaineers but like 
any mountain it Is a very serious 
place to be.' Kate Watson-Smyth 


World accolade for 
Bournemouth 

When Dennis Isaacs, a competition 
winner, was given the chance to 
take a £10,000 holiday anywhere in 
the world there was only one 
option. 

Forget the exotic delights of 
Borneo, the Bermuda sun or the 
nightlife of Ibiza; caretaker Mr 
Isaacs, 71, only had eyes for Britain 
- and Bournemouth in particular. 

He has chosen to spend his 
Barclays Bank prize on a trip to the 
Dorset resort, supplemented with a 
coach tour of the Scottish 
Highlands and a visit to Guernsey. 

Mr Isaacs, from King's Lynn, 
Norfolk, who will be accompanied 
by his wife Kathleen, 80, said: “I 
prefer not to get into the hassle of 
travelling abroad ... A holiday is all 
about relaxing and we want to go 
where we feel we can relax ... foe 
idea of all this exotic sun and sand 
doesn't really appeal." 

Liz Micklethwahe, spokeswoman 
for Bournemouth Borough Council, 
said she was "delighted". 

“We have beautiful beaches and 
gardens, clubs, pubs, a variety of 
accommodation and foe New 
Forest is Just on our doorstep - 
what more could you want?" 

Michael Streeter 


EVOLUTION | 

Double asteroid-hit may 
have caused mass extinction j 

Two huge asteroid impacts on the Earth may have led to mass 
extinction of species 35 million years ago. according \o new i 

research/ The collisions occurred within a few hundred thousand } 

years of cadi other - a brief pause, in geological tenn«.. j 

The "dinasa u r-kfllcr" asteroid, which hit the Gulf of Mexico, had j 
already occurred: that happened about 65 million years ago. Bui i 
the “double whammy" of asteroid impacts would have led to { 

widespread species extinction by throwing up huge quantities of j 

dust into the atmosphere, changing the global climate abruptly. . 

Scientists had known for some lime of the impacts, the first of i 
which was in Siberia, visible now as the 100-kSomctre wide Popisai j 
crater. But they disagreed about the date, putting it at anything ! 
between five million and 65 million years. But now a new study of j 

rocks melted by the impact has narrowed the date down lo 35." j 

million years ago. A few hundred thousand years later, another huge 
object from space smashed into Chesapeake Bay in the US. The 
collisions were just before the so-called “Eocene cataclysm" - marked 
by an abrupt reduction in biodiversity. The findings, by a team led by 
Richard Grieve of the Geological Survey of Canada in Ottawa, 
appear today in the science journal Naliuc. Charles Arthur 


SCIENCE 

Trekkies brought down to Earth 

It turns out that Star Trek’s Mr Scott was right when be would tell 
Captain Kirk: “Warp Factor Nine? But Captain, the engines canna 
take itT The reason being that physicists have, yet again, quashed 
hopes of braiding a spaceship that could travel faster than light. 

Why? Because they have calculated that to work, it would 
require more energy than is contained in the universe. Not so 
modi Warp Factor Nine, as Warp Factor None. 

The hopes of Trekkies were raised three years ago when Miguel 
Alcsbierre, then at the 
University of Wales in Cardiff, 
suggested that a faster-than- 
Iigfat starship might be 
possible. Although the laws of 
physics do not allow an object 
to travel faster than light, he 
suggested that the same effect 
could be produced by 
“shrinking" space in front of 
the craft, and “expanding" that 
behind to make the destination 
closer and the departure point 
further away, propelling the 
spaceship faster than light 
However; Mitchell Pfenning 

and Larry Ford, at Ihfts University in Medford, Massachusetts 
used Einstein's general theory of relativity to work out that the 
total amount of negative energy needed to sustain such a warp 
would have to be about 10 billion times the energy locked op in all 
the risible mass of foe universe. Professor Ford told New Scientist 
magazine: “I don’t rhmk it's very likely anyone will find a way to do 
this." Charles Arthur 


HEALTH SERVICES 


London tops abortion league 

Abortion rates in London are twice the national average, according 
to the first comprehensive report into abortion and contraceptive 
services. 

Each day, 17G women in London have an abortion, and a further 
330 take the “morning-after" pill. The Health of Londoners Project 
says that of the 400 women who become pregnant every day in 
London, only half intend to - but high levels of late abortions, and 
the fact thatin some places fewer than half of abortions are funded 
by the NHS, suggests that there is difficulty obtaining access to the 
service. “Our report shows a patchwork of NHS services with 
almost a complete lack of co-ordination between family planning 
clinics and GPs, particularly in the inner-city areas where the need 
is greatest." said Dr Bobbie Jacobson, director of Public Health for 
East London and the City Health Authority. 

Contraception and Abortion in London: Are we meeting the need*, 
from Health of Londoners Project. East London & The City Health 
Authori/v. Tredegar House. 97-99 Bow Road. London E3 IAN; £15. 

Glenda Cooper 

RACE DISCRIMINATION 

Second generation still suffering bias 

Minority groups are continuing to pay an “ethnic penalty", 
enduring worse employment and housing prospects than their 
white counterparts. 

According to the Office for National Statistics there is tittle 
evidence that less discrimination is suffered by second-generation 
groups than their parents. Among the second generation, the 
relative chances of blade Caribbean men in competition for places 
in the two topmost social dasses were only 75 per cent of British- 
born whites of foe same age and qualifications. In the competition 
to avoid unemployment their relative chances were down to 43 per 
cent. And analysing figures from the 1991 census, the ONS 
concludes more than 200,000 households would have to move 
home if the distribution of housing was to be eqnaL with ethnic 
gronps less likely to own their own homes and more likely to have 
foe worst Living conditions. 

Ethnicity in the 1991 Census: Volume Four from the Stationery 
Office £29.95 and The Tables .Are Bare, report mailable from the 
MSF, 50 SouthwarkStreet, London, SE1 1UN: £5. 
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Britain at top of heart disease league 


Jeremy Laurence 

Hearth Editor ' 

Britons are ignoring advice on the 
prevention of heart disease which 
has poshed the country to the top 
of the heart deaths league, a 
group of experts said yesterday. 

The United Kingdom and Ire- 
land have the worst heart disease 
death rates in the Western world, 
having overtaken the United 
States, Australia and Scandinavia. 

One in four men and one in five 
women die of the disease, which 
is ihe single commonest cause of 
death. Only the emerging coun- 
tries of Eastern Europe and Rus- 
sia have a higher tolL The 


Mediterranean region and Japan 
- all countries with diets which 
have been associated with good 
health - have the lowest rates. 

There has been a worldwide fell 
is heart deaths since the 1970s 
(with the exception, again, of 
Eastern Europe) attributed to 
the fall in smoking and change 
in diet. However, the decline in 
the UK -ai30 per cent -has been 
slower than in other countries and 
the burden of disability caused by 
the disease is rising. 

Professor Desmond Julian, 
chairman of the National Heart 
Forum, an alliance of medical or- 
ganisations that is calling for a new 
strategy to combat heart disease. 


said countries such as Australia and 
the US had tackled the problem 
with greater vigour and commit- 
ment and reaped greater success. 

“Our world is changing - the 
population is ageing, work pat- 
terns are changing and although 
the diseases still the leading cause 
of death among the whole adult 
population, heart disease in- 
equalities are becoming more 
marked. In this context it is clear 
that prevention strategies must be 
re-fashioned," he said. 

Professor Geny Shaper, vice- 
chairman of the forum, said that 
the mam causes of heart disease 
- diet, smoking and lack of exer- 
cise - had been known for more 


than TDycais and there was no new 
research likely to alter that view. 
Infection, nutrition in the womb, 
genes and stress might all have a 
role, but were not significant com- 
pared with the main factors. 

“We have no mystery on our 
bands. There is no holy grail 
waiting to be discovered. 1 grave- 
ly doubt there is any new evidence 
to emerge which will challenge the 
existing model on which we work. 
Even those who are researching 
these new areas do not expect it. 

Professor Shaper said claims 
that the traditional risk factors 
could explain only half of heart 
disease were rubbish. “That bald 
stalerocnl based on inadequate re- 


search has been repeated ad nau- 
seam for 20 years. It drives me 
mad. Heart attacks do not come 
out of the blue. More than 90 per 
cent of them have at least one fac- 
tor-raised blood pressure, raised 
cholesterol or smoking - which at 
least doubles the risk." 

Scientists needed to sign up to 
the basic thesis, rather than 
squabbling over the finer points, 
to persuade the population to take 
advice on diet, smoking and 
exercise seriously. “The average 
diet is a disaster and the average 
level of physical activity is total- 
ly inadequate. We need to make 
dramatic changes, not just fiddle 
around at the edges," he said. 


Professor Sir Michael Pcck- 
ham, the Government’s former 
head of medical research, said the 
threefold difference in heart 
death rates between the top and 
bottom socioeconomic groups, 
which bad emerged only in the 
past 25 years, was “quite unac- 
ceptable.” As chairman of a select 
committee of the forum set up to 
consider prevention policies, he 
said heart disease could be used 
as a Trojan horse to test the ef- 
fectiveness of government policies 
to tackle health inequalities. 

He called for a public health 
agency to monitor the impact of 
government policies in housing, 
transport and welfare on health. 


Death from coronary heart disease 
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The end of 
Life as we 
know it? 




Twenty -somethings: As the BBC delays over commissioning a third series of This Life, the future looks uncertain for characters Ferdy, Anna (also inset), Milly, Miles and Egg 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

This Life, BBC 2’s hit twenty- 
something drama, is likely to 
be without all five of its main 
characters next year because 
the BBC is dragging it feet 
about whether to commission 
a third scries. 

The BBC has already 
recorded a final episode to 
the current series that leaves 
open the possibility of new 
occupants of the shared 
house in any following series. 

Sources dose to the pro- 
gramme said yesterday that 
the actors who play Ferdy, 
Anna, Miles, Egg and Milly 
will have their schedules 
booked up before the BBC 
decided which, if any of them 
it wants for another series. 

This Lift: is one of the . 
BBC's biggest projects and it 
is difficult to gel actors to 
commit themselves to record- 
ing 21 45-minute episodes 
without a long notice period. 

One possibility being dis- 
cussed is that two of the cur- 
rent characters may stay on in 
the house for a few episodes 
while new characters are in- 


Empfoying the shaky hand-held camera techniques that dis- 
tinguished ‘yoof programmes. This life follows the love-lives 
and careers of a group of twerrtysomething lawyers who 
share a house In south London. 

Its popularity is based on a realistic approach to drink, 
drugs, nicotine and casual sex. ft employs soap opera tricks 
to hook the viewer. Including infidelities shared with viewers. 

The main characters are: barrister Anna, the sexually acci- 
dent-prone lawyer with a longing for flatmate Mites. 

Miles, in the same chambers as Anna, Is the obnoxious 
rich kid who recently got engaged, but then slept with Anna. 

Milly, the control freak who Is having an affair with her boss 
in the solicitors' firm, although she shares a bed with Egg. 

Egg, who dropped out of firm where he worked with Milly 
and Is running a cate with a single mother. 

Ferdy Is a sexually confused Mexican dispatch rider who is 
forever being mistaken for an American Indian. Paul McCann 


I reduced to viewers. Fans of 
the programme at the BBC 
are known to be worried at 
the delay in commissioning 
the series because it took un- 
til well into the second series 
for viewers to get to know the 
characters anastart following 
the programme avidly. 

Now This Life attracts op 
to 4 million viewers which 
makes it one of BBC 2*s best 
audience generators, bigger 


than the much more hyped 
Friends and ER on Channel 4. 

Recent criticism of the 
BBC’s drama output by direc- 
tor general John Birt has 
stung the corporation's drama 
department and it is unhappy 
about the possibility of losing 
one of its successful projects 
just as it is starting to become 
a bit. 

“Channel 4 spent most of 
the budget for foreign acqui- 


sitions to secure ER and 
Friends for a few more years 
and Channel 5 was champing 
at the bit for them, while at 
the BBC they are dragging 
their feet over re -commis- 
sioning a bona fide hit,” said 
a source close to the pro- 
gramme. 

A BBC spokesman yester- 
day confirmed that no third 
series had been commis- 
sioned, but refused to com- 
ment on changes to 
characters. 

The programme is made by 
World Productions, the pro- 
duction company owned by 
Tony Garnett who also makes 
hits such as BaUykissangd and 
Between The Lines. 

Mr Garnett is currently in 
discussion with Channel 4's 
new boss Michael Jackson 
about producing long-running 
drama serials for Channel 4. 

This Life has earned plau- 
dits for sustaining long runs 
by using different writers for 
each episode, while keeping 
the overall feel of the drama 
the same. It is considered a 
new way of producing popu- 
lar drama without resorting 
to soap-opera formulas. 


Placing a bet becomes a bit 
of a gamble for the punter 


Al exandra Williams 

imagine an industry with an an- 
nual turnover of £6.67bn and 12 
million customers each year. 
But now imagine that this busi- 
ness has absolutely no regula- 
tory body. Welcome ti> the 
'.-betting industry. 

Evers’ war more than l^>7bn 
bets are placed at the bookies - 
mistakes are inevitable -yct lhc 
only wav punters can complain is 
by phoning the betting compa- 
nies’ customer service depait- 
. menu or writing to the Sporting 
. Ufe newspaper - the so-called 
;"nGroen Seal service - which 
adjudicates on such disputes. 

Davie Brown is the blest cus- 
tomer to realise that when the 
betting company slips up there 

Js little the punter can do. 

Law week, he loyally placed 
a bet on his friend Barclay 
Howard, an amateur golfer and 
reformed alcoholic, playing all 
four davs at the Open at Roy- 
al Toon. Mr Brown was given 
r»dds of 500-1 so he should 
have been delighted when his 
friend made the cut. 

But instead the sub-post- 



S|p ( 41 c Davis Bwnwi vwth his betting sSp Photqeaph: 0*1 McPherson 

master from Falkirk, is em- Wednesday. 1 asked the giri for 
broiled in a bitter row with Lad- odds and she made a phone rail 
brukes. the largest betting ahd gave me odds of 5004. But 
company in the country. It later in the day Ladbrokes 
claims the odds should only phoned saying the bet was void 
have been 6-1 and coffering Mr because die odds were wrong.” 
Brown £1.400 for his £100 stake. Mr Brcwn'srase is just the tip 

But the father-of-two is re- of an iceberg and reform is des- 
fosiflg the offer and is today peratcly needed, according to 
meeting his solicitor to assess Alan Meale, parliamentary pn- 
ihe legal implications. vale secretary to John Prescott 

LaslnighL he said: "When I and MPfor Mansfield. He said: 
place a bet and win I expea to “I have always lobbied for a reg- 
receivc my money. I'm not giv- ulatorvbody. Welshing on bets 
ing in. 1 placed the bet on is not uncommon. Ladbrokes 


made a mistake and should, 
have the decency to pay up. 

“What’s needed is a com- 
mission with teeth to deal with 
such cases. Protection for con- 
sumers is needed, after all they 
are buying something.” 

Michael Singer, chairman of 
the National Association for 
the Protection of Punters, sai± 
“Mr Brawn's situation is very sad 
and highlights the whole prob- 
lem - it happens continually." 

The law governing betting 
dates back to 1845 and states that 
gambling bets are not Legally 
binding but “debts of honour". 
Mr Singer said: “Time has turned 
on since the 1800s when we were 
sending children up chimneys but 
the betting laws haven't Every 
other industry has consumer pro- 
tection and regulation except 
the betting industry." 

In the case of Mr Brown, ! 
Ladbrokes is seeking refuge in j 
a bookmakers' rule railed “pal- ! 
pable error”. Ed Nicholson, a 
spokesman far the company, 
said the Green Seal Service and 
Ladbrokes’ customer services 
department dealt with com- 
plaints adequately. 
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Prescott says 
recycle land for 
most homes 


By Colin Brown and Nicholas Schoon 

FORMER ministers last night claimed that 
the floodgates had been opened to legal 
challenges against housing development in 
beauty spots across Britain after the an- 
nouncement of new planning guidelines re- 
quiring councils to ensure that most new 
housing goes on “recycled'" land. 

“Appeals will be made by every single 
council whose county or district plan has al- 
ready been confirmed" said John Gummer, 
the former Tbty environment secretary. 

John Prescott the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Secretary of State for Environment 
Regions and transport immediately faced 
pleas fiom MPs on afl sides of the Commons 
yesterday to look again ai axitrovx*raal bous- 
ing schemes in their areas after announcing 
new guidelines requiring 60 per cent of bous- 
ing to be built on recycled land. 

He was asked to intervene in the de- 
velopment of 1,500 houses in the Acre 
Valley, Yorkshire, by Labour MP Ann Cry- 
er and appeals could be made elsewhere 
such as Stevenage, where he has agreed to 
10.000 houses in the green belt. It could 
strengthen the legal challenge by West Sus- 
ses, which is appealing in the courts 
against his order rejecting a cut in the coun- 
ty's bousing allocation. 

Mr Prescott said last night that the pre- 
vious target of 4.4 million new homes by 
2016 could be exceeded and that he was 
considering a “greenfield” tax. But The In- 
dependent has learnt that it will not be in- 
cluded in the Chancellor’s Budget on 17 
March. Mr Prescott is facing resistance from 
Gordon Brown over demands that the mon- 
ey raised from housing in greenfield sites 
should be kept by his department for a ma- 
jor redevelopment of recycled land. 

Mr Prescott's long-awaited statement 
outlined measures that should make de- 


velopers search harder for opportunities 
to build homes on derelict or under-used 
land within the cities. But ta Htimg crime, 
poor school standards and pollution in the 
cities are all seen as key ingredients. 

Tony Burton, of the Coimcfi for the Pro- 
tection of Rural England, which has led the 
fight to slow urban sprawl, saift “This could 
be a watershed. But it will years of ef- 

fort from the Government and local coun- 
cils to turn the ideas in this document into 
action on the ground.” 

The Government’s new national target 
is for 60 per cent of new homes to be built 
on previously developed land. The most re- 
cent figures show 52 per cent had been 
achieved in the Nineties. This taijgermDnot 
be uniform throughout England, in each 
region, groups of local councils will be ex- 
pected to come up with their own target 

The Government stands by its estimate 
that 4.4 million new households will be 
formed between 1991 and 2016 in England 
But ministers want to devolve more pow- 
er to the regions over levels of house- 
building. If too few homes are provided, 
and this leads to emigration, overcrowd- 
ing and rising property prices, they want 
monitoring to pick this up and allow more 
housing land to be allocated. 

From now on, housebuilders seeking 
planning petmisrion for greenfidd sites will 
have to demonstrate that there is no suit- 
able derelict, urban land nearby. Vfacant sites 
near to bus routes, railway stations, work- 
places, shopping centres and other facilities 
wfll be favoured above more remote ones. 

The Department of the Environment wiD 
also set up a database on how land is used 
in England. Until now, the debate has been 
bedevilled by a dearth of data on how much 
vacant and contaminated land there s. There 
were no details in yesterdays statement about 
how the new survey would be financed. 


Architects choose London 
eyesores for beauty therapy 


LORD ROGERS of Riverside, new 
Labour's Mr Architecture, joined with min- 
isters past and present yesterday to launch 
a scheme to transform some of the capi- 
tal’s worst eyesores. 

The Architecture Foundation aims to 
landscape a series of London's most un- 
pleasant locations, ranging from the Ham- 
mersmith flyover to areas around 
Wormwood scrubs. Over the coming 
months, architects wfll consult residents 
fiom different areas of London on how they 
want to see the areas changed. In a trial 
project, people in nine areas of Hammer- 
smith and Fulham are to be consulted with- 
in the next three months. The local council 


has already agreed to put the resulting ideas 
into practice. 

Lord Rogers, chairman of the trustees, 
was present yesterday as the Architecture 
Foundation Roadshow was launched. The 
roadshow will hold public meetings in four 
boroughs, with the aim of finding ideas and 
agreement for rescuing key, decrepit pub- 
lic places, including parks, playing fields, 
riverside walks and underpasses. 

The Labour peer was also yesterday ap- 
pointed by the Deputy Prime Minister, John 
Prescott, to head a task force advising the 
Government on haw brownfield sites could 
be turned back into thriving communities. 

— Nicholas Schoon 



On location: Lord Rogers standing beneath the grim Hammersmith flyover in west London 
yesterday for the launch of the Architecture Foundation Roadshow Photograph: John Voos 


Prison guards threaten strike 
over Government 'betrayal’ 

PRISON officers yesterday threatened a national dispute over 
the Government’s refusal to reverse a ban on industrial action. 

A conference in London of the Prison Officers' Association 
accused Labour of “betrayal" and agreed to use disruptive 
action to protect the health and safety of prison officers. Mark 
Healy, chairman of the POA, said confrontation was now 
“likely” within weeks. 

The Prison Service has offered a new pay review body and 
independent arbitration for settling disputes to compensate 
for the Government’s refusal to restore the right to take action. 

— Jason Bennetto 

Homeless to be evicted 

THE LAST homeless people living in one of Europe's old- 
est cardboard camps are to tie evicted within a month. 

The London borough of Lam beth yesterday won an evic- 
tion order against 18 people and others it was not able to iden- 
tify who have been lhdug in the Bullring and Undercroft below 
Waterloo Bridge. 

Shaun Tbmlinson, 30, a resident of the Bullring for 1 0 years, 
said it would be difficult for some people to move into homes 
of their own after up to 15years sleeping rough, without huge 
amounts of support. For him, the decision means the loss of 
his job as well as his home, as he’s the only registered seller 
of ffie Big Issue magazine for the homeless in that area. 

A Lambeth Council spokeswoman said the council hoped 
that the homeless people would now realise that the borough 
was serious about regenerating the area. Part of it has already 
been cleared to make way for the British Film Institute £20m 
giant screen cinema and the council now hopes to press ahead 
with its rejuvenation of the area. 

Fourteen rough sleepers have already been rehoused or 
are about to be rehoused, the council spokeswoman said, and 
the remainder would be given 28 days before the possession 
order was enforced. 

— Louise Jury 

New rules for Channel 4 

CHANNEL 4 has had its broadcasting licence re-written so 
that it must produce mote programmes with multicultural and 
disability themes. It also has to reduce the number of repeats 
and imported American programmes it uses. 

The channel wfll now have to air at least three horns of 
television a week about, and for, audiences Grom Britain's eth- 
nic minorities: It also has to broadcast some of those shows 
in its peak evening period. The new terms are a victory for 
comedians Lenny Henry and Michael Palin, and novelist Ben 
Okri, who campaigned for increased multicultural output 
As well as extra disability shows, the channel roust now in- 
crease to 60 per cent the proportion of shows commissioned 
specially for it This follows some concern among some crit- 
ics about its dependence on imported programmes like Friends, 
Frasier and Oprah . 

The broadcaster’s licence had to be re-written by the In- 
dependent Television Commission after the Culture Secre- 
tary, Chris Smith, decided to end the controversial funding 
formula that meant Channel 4 paid a share of its advertising 
revenues to ITV. With the extra money it now has, it is ex- 
pected to return to a more radical style of programming than 
in recent years. 

— ■ Pout McCann, Media Correspondent 

Driver survives cliff crash 

A MOTORIST was recovering in hospital last night after his 
car plunged 200 ft over cliffs yesterday. 

The driver, who is in his early 30s, was flung dear of the 
vehicle and left stranded on a grassy ledge about 70ft down. 

An RAF helicopter crew winched him to safety from the 
cliffs at Braich y Pwll near Aberdaron on the LJeyn Penin- 
sula in North Whies and airlifted him to Bangor Hospital He 
is being treated for a broken arm and minor injuries. < 

An RAF spokesman said: “We were alerted shortly after 
1pm by coastguards who bad reports that a car had gone off 
the difftop and into the sea. 

“The driver was very cold but we had expected to find him 
much more severely injured." 


Day of destiny for jealous 


nurse who shot dead her husband in Florida 


By Phil Davison 

in Mia/ni 

FLORIDA police call it the Valentine’s Day 
murder. And British nurse Helen Cum- 
mings, who confessed to shooting her hus- 
band to death in a jealous rage, could find 
out today if she will face the electric chair. 

A Florida state attorney listened on Sun- 
day to police evidence before deciding 


whether the killing was premeditated, 
that is, first-degree murder, which could 
mean the death penalty, second-degree, 
which could mean life: or manslaughter, 
with a jail term of up to 25 years. Mrs Cum- 
mings, a white 32-year-old of Preston, Lan- 
cashire, who had lived in the United 
States for 10 years and worked at the Holy 
Gross Hospital in North Lauderdale oat- 
side Fort Lauderdale, had been married 


to Tyler Cummings, 30, a black male 
nurse, for three years. They had a six- 
month-old son Tyler Jar, now in the cus- 
tody of his paternal grandparents. 

According to a confession cited by po- 
lice, Mrs Cummings bad filed for divorce 
last September after suspecting her hus- 
band of adultery. But she was living with 
him in an attempt at reconciliation. 

On St Wen tine’s Day, she found pho- 


tographs of another woman - “partially 
dressed or undressed”, according to police 
- in his pick-up van. She stormed into their 
villa in North Lauderdale’s sleepy Rarest Glen 
district at 3pm. Finding him in bed after a 
nigh [shift, she emptied a .357 Ruger Mag- 
num revolver, according to the confession. 

Mrs Cummings then grabbed her child, 
dropped the gun and ran off. A block and 
a half way, she stopped someone in the street 


who had a cellular phone, dialled 91 1 - the 
US equivalent of 999 - and shouted: “fve 
done something terrible. Got to 100 East Jas- 
mine Lane.” She then ran toa friend's house 
and waited for police to pick her up. It as 
not dear where she bad obtained the gun. 

Mrs Cummings is being held in Broward 
County jail, Fort Lauderdale, without 
bail. Florida state attorney Deborah Zim- 
mit was expected to decide today whether 


the killing was premeditated. If so, a 
grand juiy will decide whether she should 
face the death penalty, : If convicted and giv- 
en the death penalty, il would be execu- 
tion by “Old Sporkie ”, an early 20ih 
century electric chair. 

A woman convicted of murder - known ’ 
as “the Black Widow” - is next month due 
to become the first woman executed in 
Florida for 150 years. 
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Radio 4 chief 
girds up for 
battle to save 
his audience 


HSUS 


m 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

Radio 4 controller James Boyle 
will stand in the Art Deco 
boardroom at the BBC's Lon- 
don headquarters today and tell 
the governor the station needs 
to change because half its au- 
dience only listen to the Today 
programme. The World at One 
and The Archers. 

Research already presented 
to groups like the Confedera- 
tion of British Industry, the 
Consumers’ Association and 
the Guild of Cookery Writers 
shows Radio 4 loses as many os 

620.000 listeners the minute 
Totlay finishes. 

After The world at One as 
many as 400,000 listeners turn 
off and almost half a milli on dis- 
appear when The Archers ends, 
litis means Radio 4's audience 
declines faster in the mornings 
than the rest of the country’s ra- 
dio stations. Most other stations 
see a slow decline from the 
mornings to the end of the 
day, hut Radio 4's audience falls 
from a peak of 22 million to 

500.000 in two hours. 

Mr Boyle's research, seen by 
The Independent, shows half 
Radio 4’s audience listen to oth- 
er stations more than they lis- 
ten to Radio 4. Loyalty to 
programmes is weak - except for 
news programmes. Radio 4's au- 
dience only tunes into the same 
slots once or twice a week. 

Mr Boyle is also concerned 
that the average age of the sta- 
tion is 53, and of the 5 3 million 
people who listen in a week only 
1.2 minion arc under 35. He 
wants to reverse a trend that has 
seen younger listeners move to 
Radio 5 Live. 

The research also confirms 
that Radio 4's audience is over- 
whelmingly English. Only 
500.000 of listeners hail from 
Scotland or Northern Ireland. 



Alan Coren, humorists iden- 
tify Radio 4 asa constituen- 
cy, of a country, more than a 
radio station." ' V.'. ' • 

Janet Suzman, writer and 
campaigner: “Leave Radio 4 
alone. There is mating quite 
like that in the whole world. 
Why make it Bcethe cktttoing- 
down radio stations?” 

Steve Barnett, lecturer in 
. mec&astudles^Wa must rely 
on the good judgement -and 
integrity of the controller." 

Iris Murdoch, writer: “Keep - 
It old-fashioned ... dontbring 
hup to date.” 

Briai Sewell, art critic: *Most ‘ 
of people who Ssten to Radkr 
4 ar§ museum pieces. I am a 
museum piece, tt.ts going to 
be spoilt if it Is changed. Just 
get rid of the cricket arid • 
otoscope and ID be content”. 
Anita Brookner, writenTwant 
more seriousness ... more - 
talks, more lectures ... more 
information basically; about'; 
Ihe world." . q r 
Research by Agnes S^vertn ; 


The new schedule will be an- 
nounced next week and then 
Radio 4 plans a big public-in- 
formation campaign to go over 
the head of a press which the 
corporation sees as hostile to 
change, and direct to listeners. 

Radio 4 will broadcast a spe- 
cial hotline number - like that 
used to help re-tuning during 
Test Match Special - so listeners 


can get details of the schedule 
before it goes on air in ApriL It 
will also advertise the hotline 
number in the national press. 

Mr Boyle will tell the gover- 
nors he wants to build on what 
is good about the station and ap- 
ply a few modern scheduling 
techniques. Because Today is so 
successful he will extend it to 
take in Farming Today and Yes- 
terday in PariiamenL 

This has attracted the wrath 
of MPs, but by airing Today in 
Parliament late at night the 
BBC is within its charter oblig- 
ations on covering Parliament 
and if he is brave Mr Boyle can 
ignore Speaker Betty 
Boothroyd 's “expression of con- i 
cem". To stop the switch-off by 
620,000 listeners when Today 
ends, the 9am slot is to be re- 
freshed so that Meivyn Bragg's 
Start the Week will turn into a 
celebrity chat show. Midweek 
may go altogether, and 77ie 
Monti Maze will be moved to 
evenings. 

Woman's Hour is likely to 
move to a 10am start to provide 
the cement in the morning 
schedule. A mid-morning dra- 
ma has also been reported. 

The consumer-affairs pro- 
gramme You and Yours may be 
revamped and the unloved. 4/- 
temoon Shift is likely to go so 
that PM can move to a 4pm start 
time. The “more of a good 
thing” philosophy will be ex- 
tended to The Archers, which 
win get another episode on a 
Saturday and a longer Sunday 
omnibus edition. 

Saturday mornings, are 
deemed as ripe areas to pick up 
listeners so Cliff Morgan’s Sport 
of Four may go as will the 
anomaly of having the dull and 
worthy Money Bax between 
lighter-weight shows like Loose 
Ends and the 12.30 comedy 
games shows like the News 
Quiz. 



Stage presence; Sir John Mills watches as Sir John Gielgud unveils the plaque at Dame Edith Evans's former home Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


In honour 
of Dame 
Edith... 


The traffic in the central Lon- 
don street came to a halt, a 
small crowd of startled 
onlookers gathered and the 
press cameras flashed for afl 
they were worth. A mellifluous 
voice rang out enunciating 
every syllable with loving pre- 
cision, writes David Lister. 

Sir John Gielgud at the age 
of 93 yesterday gave what could 
be his last public performance, 
when be unveiled an En glish 
Heritage blue plaque in hobonr 
of Dame Edith Evans at her 
childhood home in Ebury 
Street, now a doctor's surgery. 

Sir John was watched by 
another Eng li s h acting legend, | 
Sr John Mills, 89, as he played 
to the assembled gallery. 
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A mortgage 
quote in 
lO minutes flat 
No wonder 
it’s called 
a hotline. 
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U’imihv «w i yean. 
\jtimal Bjntf t Me&arv. 


Make a quick call to TSB PhoneBank for a free mortgage quote. 
Because you’ll save yourself a lot of time by finding out exactly 
how much you can borrow before you go house hunting. 

So if you want a free quote in ten minutes flat , ring TSB 
PhoneBank on the number below and simply ask for it. 


A FURTHER 

20off 

selected Summer 

SALE 

ticket prices 

Womenswear, Accessories, 
Lingerie, Childrenswear, 
Menswear and Home 


CALL FREE 

Quoting ref INH2 


758 OOO 


THE DIFFERENCE IS 

DEBENHAMS 


Mortgage Quotation Line 

.k. inn U- u"8 mrntenl » KH Ctw- H B «*> 
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TSB 


We wa nt you 
to say 


la pnfcy a^i bn i«>^tniWiB»*aBa»art>*pptoBa mm iwagadIBw turn. *1 lew 
1 0600 m OOO TEBSank pic and TSB Bank Scccltfid c<c Be lafnaanUMm eS tfce TSB 
i, woanam 

d r, Btfmvl WUm Nwaar lOWCfla TSBBm* Sfedfawt ffc Many Dancaa Hew 
red * SeeUmd Numfear 95232 


ME IS AT RISK IE YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


Prices return to normal on Monday 28 July 1 997. 

"Selected stores open Sunday 27 July: Aberdeen. Bournemouth. Brighton, Bristol. Bromley, Cambridge, Canterbury. Cardiff. 
Cheltenham, Chester. Crawley. Croydon, Eastbourne, Edinburgh. Folkestone. Glasgow. Harrow. Hastings. Lakeside. Lee* White Rose. 
Leicester. Lincoln, Manchester, MeadowhaH, Merry Hill Centre. Oxford. Oxford Street. Plymouth, Preston. Salisbury. Southampton. 
Southend. Southport. Stockport. Stratford upon Avon. Torquay, Wimbledon. Worthing. 

Most offers avateble in all Debenhams stores including Browns of Chester. Stock sutyect to availability. 

hapJhtfww.debenhainsxo.uk 
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Ulster 
talks face 
a long hot 
summer 


David MdGttrick 

Ireland Correspondent 

The scene was set yesterday for 
a summer of political arm- 
twisting in Northern Ireland as 
the three main Unionist parties 
rejected joint London-Dublin 
proposals on decommissioning 
as a basis for wide-ranging talks 
involving Sinn Fein. 

Although there was wide- 
spread support among other 
parties for the proposals, the 
united Unionist front plunged 
the multi-party talks into 
uncertainty over their precise 
format. 



Ian Paisley: Never likely to 
negotiate with Sinn Fein 

But the Unionist stance had 
been expected, and ministers 
said both before and after yes- 
terday's formal vote that the 
Government's determination 
to proceed to substantive 
negotiations on 15 September 
remained undimmed. 

Tony Blair reiterated this in 
the Commons while the Secre- 
tary for Northern Ireland, Mo 
Mowlam, insisted on “all nec- 
essary steps" to ensure negoti- 
ations began on schedule. 

It is now taken as a given that 
the two smaller Unionist parties, 
led by the Rev Ian Paisley and 
Robert McCartney, will never 
sit down with Sinn Fein. Most 
effort will therefore go into 
attempting to bring about a soft- 
ening in the attitude of David 
Trimble's Ulster Unionists, 
which, as Northern Ireland’s 


largest party, holds a pivotal 
political position. 

There is speculation that the 
talks structure may be recast in 
a looser formula which might 
allow a combination of multi- 
party get-togethers and “prox- 
imity talks", with some 
participants maintaining a 
distance from the actual con- 
ference chamber. 

The situation was summed up 
by David Adams of the Ulster 
Democratic party, which has 
loyalist paramilitary associa- 
tions and which abstained from 
the vole. He said: “There is talk 
of another process. All those 
like ourselves who are com- 
mitted to entering substantive 
negotiations in September will 
just have to put our heads down 
and try and come up with some 
other way forward." 

Yesterday’s development 
brings a potentially precarious 
imbalance to the peace process, 
with Sinn Fein set to be admit- 
ted to the September talks but 
Unionists hanging back. In the 
coming weeks some spirited 
debate can be expected within 
the Protestant community on 
whether its principal political 
representatives are right to 
hold back from talks. Some 
important clerical figures have 
advocated going into the talks 
but the balance of opinion with- 
in the general Unionist com- 
munity remains to be seen. 

The Democratic Unionist 
party's deputy leader, Peter 
Robinson, said yesterday: “The 
Government has managed to re- 
ject this process by injecting ter- 
rorists into it." Sinn Fein s 
response, from its chairman 
Mitcbel McLaughlin, was to 
call on the Government to 
press ahead with talks in the ex- 
pectation that those who stayed 
away would join at a later stage. 

He said: “What we see isOn 
fact not the exercise of consent, 
but the exercise of a veto ... on 
the political and peace process. 

“It is not acceptable and it 
will spell for ail of us a return 
to the conflict and the division 
we were hopefully about to 
leave behind." 



Councils told 
to embrace 
the ‘new era’ 


David Walker 


The love-in between England's 
predominantly Labour-con- 
trolled councils and the new gov- 
ernment reached new heights of 
passion yesterday when both the 
Deputy Prime Minister, John 
Prescott, and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, 
arrived in Manchester to tell the 
first annual conference of the 
Local Government Association 
(LGA) of their “key role" in 
realising its objectives. 

The last lime a serving Chan- 
cellor addressed a council con- 
ference, also in Manchester, was 
16 years ago when Sir Geoffrey 
- now Lord - Howe came to 
tell them that the Prime Min- 
ister, Margaret Thatcher, was 
severely displeased with them 
and the rate support grant was 
to be cut. 

This time, the two senior 
ministers went out of their way 
to extol a new era of partner- 
ship between central and local 
government. 

For example, over the envi- 
ronment. Councils are in the 
front-line of securing Tony 
Blair's promises at the recent 
New York United Nations En- 
vironment conference. Mr 
Prescott said. A joint Whitehall- 
local authority plan would set 
out the ways in which councils 
could carry forward Agenda 
21. the plan for sustainable de- 
velopment adopied at the Rio 
Earth Summit in 1992. 

But Mr Prescott kept an iron 
fisL in his glove when he also 
warned that despite the Gov- 
ernment’s wish to end “capping" 
of council budgets it would 
keep reserve powers to veto ex- 
cessive increases in council tax 
in order to protect residents. 

Mr Brown said that capping 
would continue through I99S- 
99. He defended Budget 
changes affecting pension funds, 
which have had significant 
knock-on effects on council 
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Lordly gesture: Former England test cricketer Baron Cowdrey of Tonbridge (left), taking his seat in the Lords for the first 
time yesterday, accompanied by one of his sponsors, Lord Khtgsdown Photograph: Universal Pictorial Press 
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spending. by appealing to coun- 
cillors to examine the longer run 
justice of his reforms rather 
than “shorl-tehn tax privileges". 

Since May, the lS-y ear “cold 
war" between councils and cen- 
tral government has given way 
to a warm summer of mutual 
appreciation. 

Last week. Mr Prescott in- 
augurated a series of open- 
door sessions involving senior 
ministers and local government 
leaders, and the Government 
recently signed a European 
Charter guaranteeing local gov- 
ernment rights of consultation. 

The LGA is itself a recent 
creation, formed in April from 
the separate associations rep- 
resenting the shire counties, 
flic districts and the metropol- 
itan areas. London boroughs 
belong, but retain their own sep- 
arate organisation. 

The Prime Minister sent a 
message to the inaugural con- 
ference praising councils for 
providing leadership to local 
communities, acting as a voice 
for citizens and delivering a 
range of vital services. 

But the LGA's chairman. Sir 
Jeremy Beecham, former 
Labour leader of Newcastle 
upon Tyne Council, while 
delighting in the new friendly 
atmosphere, told the conference 
t hat the Government has yet to 
scrap the many restrictions on 
council freedom and finance 
imposed by the Conservatives. 
“It is time for a bonfire of con- 
trols." he said. 

He warned that negotiations 
over next year's council spend- 
ing were going to he tough, 
though he threw an olive branch 
to the Chancellor, by pledging 
that any “freedom of manoeu- 
vre" given to councils cm the fi- 
nancial front would not be used 
to increase council workers’ 
pay. He identified special prob- 
lems in paying for home helps 
and other assistance for the 
elderly and for the fire service. 
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PC PHOTO STUDIO PACKAGE 
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End of term warnings to the troops 


Blair: We need unity, 
discipline and purpose’ 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Tbny Blair cracked the whip 
over Labour MPs yesterday, 
demanding iron discipline in an 
end-of-temJ speech that sur- 
prised some backbench critics. 

With a Commons majority of 
1 80 under his bell from the May 
election, and a parliamentary 
party remarkable for its devo- 
tion to the Blair project, some 
MPs said the speech would 
have been more appropriate for 
a strife-ridden party on a knife- 
edge majority. 

But the Prime Minister 
appears determined to break 
with all patterns of predictabil- 
ity and precedent, as demon- 
strated by the creation of his 
consultative Cabinet committee 
with the Liberal Democrats. 

Yesterday Mr Blair told a 
closed-door meeting of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party, in 
the Commons: “If we are to be 
re-elected at the next election, 
we need unity, discipline, a 
sense of purpose and a contin- 
uing commitment to effective 
campaigning, 

“That means that the Tarty 
into Power' proposals to be 
discussed at this year’s confer- 
ence should be passed in order 


to help guarantee that the splits 
between party and government 
that have plagued Labour 
governments in the past don’t 
occur in the future. 

“Such divisions can only 
damage the party and the Gov- 
ernment. We must operate as 
one, and must campaign with 
one another to sustain and 
build our party organisation to 
make it even more effective and 
successful than it has been up 
to now. This means ensuring 
that we conduct our internal dif- 
ferences of opinion in a way that 
does credit rather than harm to 
the party and in no way jeop- 
ardises our electoral prospects.” 

The message was that the 
leadership recognised debate 
and dissent was the lifeblood of 
the political process, but that it 
had to be aired with construc- 
tive discretion - without blight- 
ing Labour's chances of winning 
the next election. 

“We have never had a 
Labour government elected for 
a full two terms,” Mr Blair 
said, “and our task must be to 
govern for die long term so that 
when the next election comes, 
the people of this country trust 
us and want to re-elect us with 
a continuing mandate. 

“We must therefore continue 


to be a government which is 
modem, fair and strong and 
these must be the defining char- 
acteristics of this Government-” 

Nevertheless, there has been 
increasing left-wing resentment 
of the “Party into Power" 
masterplan, which is seen as a 
device for neutering the power 
of party conference. 

Senior Labour sources said 
yesterday there had been little 
criticism of the Blair-Ashdown 
deal to consult formally on 
issues of mutual agreement. 

But Tbny Benn later deliv- 
ered a personal - and most 
public - protest to his leader 
during Prime Minister’s Ques- 
tions, when he rebuked Mr 
Blair for not making some kind 
of Commons announcement 
on the novelty of the consulta- 
tive Cabinet committee. 

And Paddy Ashdown was 
greeted by strong Tory bar- 
racking when he was called 
during Question Time. He 
rounded on the Conservative 
benches for their “hypocrisy”. 

The Liberal Democrat leader- 
said that, in government, the 
Conservatives had welcomed 
cross-party support when they 
could get iL “Now, in opposi- 
tion. they criticise it whenever 
anybody else does it.” 
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Hague: ‘Time 
to end the sleaze 
and disunity’ 


- r 



Laying down the law: WHIiam Hague and Tbny Blair are demamfing good behaviour 


Anthony Bevins 

William Hague yesterday 
warned the Conservative Party 
that be intended root-and- 
branch change to tackle sleaze, 
organisational disunity and a 
lade of democracy. 

He told a meeting of MPs, 
peers, activists and workers at 
uie party's Westminster head- 
quarters that they had to equip 
themselves for the modem age. 
“We must be true to our past, 
but in touch with our future,” 
Mr Hague said. 

“We must be fresh, open, 
clear, dean, outgoing and 
listening in our manner, all of 
which must be fully reflected in 
the organisation we present to 
the wider world.” 

That a meant a shakc-up 
and a clean-up, with an end to 
foreign donations: greater 
central discipline: one-mem- 
ber. one-vote procedures; more 
women MPs; and more MPs 
from the ethnic minorities. 

"For the first time in our 
party's history” Mr Hague said, 
“each and every one of our 
members will have a direct say 
- a vote - on the future of their 
party... 

“Ai the end of September 1 
wfil seek the endorsement of 
every member of the party both 
for my leadership and for my 
principles of reform.” 

He said the ballot would be 
secret, and the result would be 
announced at the party con- 
ference. “The parly can bade me 
or sack me,” be said. 

There is no chance of a sack- 
ing, and there is every chance 
Mr Hague wiD be given the 
plenipotentiary powers he is 
seeking, to stamp out poor 
organisation and the lingering 
perception of sleaze. 

In an attempt to reassure 
local associations, be said he did 
not plan to ride roughshod 
over their jealously guarded 
authority, including the power 
to select candidates. 

But- he warned: “In excep- 
tional circumstances, the party 
needs power either to suspend 


or to expel ... we will never seek 
to use these powers to remove 
from our party those political 
dissidents or parliamentary 
mavericks who, however frus- 
trating their behaviour may be 
for the leadership of the day. 
can be a source of Conservative 
strength to the Conservative 
cause in the long term. 

“But nor can we find our- 
selves in a position where 
sustained controversy in a single 
constituency blackens the name 
of the whole Conservative 
Party” 

Mr Hague said his six prin- 
ciples of renewal were: unity, 
decentralisation, democracy, 
involvement, integrity and 
openness, and he said: “No 
reform is not an option.” 

An immediate endorsement 
was given by John Major, who 
said: “I strongly approve of 
these reforms to the party and 
urge everyone to accept and 
support them. Some will he con- 
troversial, but their time has 
now come; ail are welcome. 
They are an essential prerequi- 
site to prepare the party for the 
future and for a return to gov- 
ernment.” 

But there was one notable 
omission from the speech - in 
spite of the new leader's 
promise to deliver a frank and 
brutal examination of the 
reasons for the May electoral 
defeat, he made no mention of 
the issue of Europe, which 
helped to present the image of 
a fatally fractured party to the 
electorate. 

Mr Hague said: “We have to 
understand, without any trace 
of self-delusion, why the elec- 
torate, when they felt better off 
and still embraced our ideas, 
nonetheless wanted to be rid of 
us. The ample fact is that the 
voters believed we were divid- 
ed among ourselves.” 

He also said that the new 
Blair-Ashdown Cabinet com- 
mittee meant the Liberal 
Democrats had walked into 
Labour's trap, making it more 
apparent than ever “that we are 
the only alternative to Labour”. 


PM aims 
to win 
wavering 
voters in 
Uxbridge 

Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tbny Blair will become the first 
Prime Minister in more than 
three decades to visit a by-elec- 
tion when he goes to Uxbridge 
tomorrow to give Labour the 
chance of winning the seat from 
the lories, completing the rout 
from the general election. 

The unprecedented appear- 
ance of the Prime Miniker in 
a by-election was seen in the 
constituency as a last-minute at- 
tempt to swing the final waver- 
ing voters to Labour in a contest 
which is too close to call. 

He dismissed the convention 
that Prime Ministers should 
not enter by-election campaigns. 
“I am the elected Prune Minis- 
ter and it is my government that 
is seeking the approval of the 
people of Uxbridge on 31 July. 
That is why 1 want to visit the 
constituency myself to explain to 
local people why Uxbridge 
needs Andy Slaughter as Lheir 
next Labour MP,” he said. 

Andrew Lansky, the Thry can- 
didate’s “minder” and a former 
head of the Conservative Party 
research department, said Mr 
Blair was making a mistake. “If 
they felt sore they were going to 
win, they would not bnng him 
here, because it’s a hoaagp to for- 
tune for eveiy future by-election. 

“They win have to bring him 
in at every future ty -election. I 
have saL in on discussions on 
whether the Prime Minister 
should go to by-elections ...and 
always you end up coming down 
to the same answer, which is no. 

“If you lose, you put the 
Prime Minister on the fine. If you 
win, you have committed the 
Prime Minister to going to every 
by-election.” 

Sir Edward Heath told local 
Tories that he had never visited 
a by-election when he was Prime 
Minister. The no-show conven- 
tion also applied to Baroness 
Thatcher ana John Major. 

The by-election was caused 
by the death of Sir Michael 
Shersby. whose majority was 
slashed at the general election 
from 1236S to 724. 
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STIMULATE YOUR FUTURE 
WITH RED BULL 


ARE YOU 

Starring your second year in September 1 997? • 

Interested in markering/saJes/media/PR? • 

An enthusiastic, persuasive “do-er”? • 

Sharp, together, know the best places to go, 9 
likely to be there? 


COULD YOU 

• Work with the Red Bull team of 
marketing/PR professionals? 

• Contribute to Red Bull’s marketing programme? 

• Liaise with Union Bar Managers? 

• Come up with innovative marketing and 
promotional ideas for your campus? 

• Take up optional full-time summer vacation work? 

0 Receive financial and other rewards for 
your contribution? 


You raighr be the person we are looking fori 
Red Bull, the leading Stimulation drink, 
has a huge following with many students 
who have discovered how it helps them to 
work hard and play bard. To fuel this 
growth even more we are looking for a hand 
ful of exceptional students, no more than one 
per university, to represent the brand locally 
and on-campus, as Student Brand Managers. 



This is a fantastic opportunity to gain real life 
business experience with an exciting and innovative 
brand leader; in a way to both complement your 
studies and your grant. 


Red Bull' 
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At the Opera House, the best seats go first. 
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Final ‘final’ curtain: Seats from the Royal Opera House In Covent Garden, which is undergoing a huge redevelopment, being 
the London Architectural Salvage and Supply Co on the edge at the City for sale to the public 
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THE NEW RENAULT CLIO PANACHE £7,895. 
YOU'VE EITHER GOT IT OR YOU HAVEN'T 


just what is it that makes the new special 
edition Renault Gio Panache so irresistible? 

Well, all those thrilling little touches for 
a start. From its tilt-and-slide sunroof to its 
5-speed gearbox, from its tinted glass to its 
Philips stereo radio/cassette, the Panache never 
seems to settle for conformity. 

Then there are its strong, silent qualities. 
Side impact protection bars, front seat belt 
I pretensioners and the option of 
both driver’s and passenger’s 


airbags mean you can appreciate it in safety. 
While thanks to a computer padlock engine 
immobiliser it’s safe when you’re not in it too. 

But does all this explain the magic of the 
Panache, or its even more alluring cousin the 
Gio Provence? Of course not. Such things can’t 
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Itatty Repayments £ 328 . 96 x 12 
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really be explained — only experienced. 

That’s why it’s good to know that both the 
Panache and the Provence are available with 0% 
finance and free insurance (which, unlike most 
comparable offers, covers up to five drivers). 

In fact, with Renault Freeways^ available too, 
buying a new Renault has never been so easy. 
If you’d like more information and 
details of your nearest Renault /a\ 
Dealer, just call on 0800 52 51 50. 

And you’ve got it. KENMJ1J 
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The Government promised to 
consider a change in housing 
law yesterday after the Court or 
Appeal reluctantly rejected a 
gay man’s attempt to take on 
ms dead partner’s fiat. 

In a split 2-1 judgement, the 
court ruled that current laws did 
not protect the right of Mar- 
tin Fitzpatrick to acquire the 
tenancy of his partner, John 
Thompson, but the judges 
raflpri for a Amw ? in legislation. 

Lord Justice ^ite. rejecting 
Mr Fitzpatrick’s appeal, was 
scathing about the state of the 
law, which only Parliament 
could change. ’The law of sac- 


Homosexual 
loses bid to ■ 
take on dead 
partner's flat 

cession to Rent Act-protected 
tenancies is, in short, arbitrary 
and discriminatory. No one to- 
day would attempt to defend the 
favour It accords, outride the 
marriage tie, to heterosexual re- 
lationships over same-sex 
households." Mr Fitzpatrick 
said he had won a “vital moral 
victory" and was determined to 
appeal to the House of Leads. 

“As the law stood I knew 1 
couldn’t wm the case, but when 
three judges say die law has to 
be changed .. . it is a great thing 
in my favour. That one of the 
judges voted for me made me 
feel that there is a very good 
chance in the future for me to 
win this case. I do sot intend 
to give up until I win.” 

Mr Fitzpatrick, .47, who 
spent 20 years living with South 
African-born Thompson in the 
west London flat, had claimed 
that he was entitled to take on 
his partner’s protected tenancy 
because they had effectively 
lived “as man and wife" for the 
purposes of the 1977 Rent Act 
He also said the closeness of 
their relationship entitled him 
the tenancy as a “member of the 
family". 'Hie court heard how 
for nine years Fitzpatrick, a 


DubSo-bam former Royal Navy 
serviceman, had given round- 
the-dock care to Thompson 
after the latter suffered briun 
damage in a fall down stairs. 

When Thompson, a former 
silveremith, and the designat- 
ed protected tenant of their flat, 
died in November 1994, the 
landlords. Sterling Housing 
Association, who, despite their 
name, are a private company, 
told Mr Fitzpatrick to leave. 

In bis ruling. Lord Justice 
Ward, who would have allowed 
Mr Fitzpatrick's appeal, staled: 
“In my judgment our society has 
shown itself to be tolerant 
enough to free itself from the 
burdens of stereotype and prej- 
udice in afl their subtle and ugly 
manifestations." 

A spokeswoman for the De- 
partment of Environment said: 
‘‘We will consider the terms of 
the judgement and will look at 
whether we should change the 
legislation." The department 
said it already encouraged lo- 
cal authorities and other social- 
housing providers to offer ten- 
ancies to people in similar cir- 
cumstances. 

However, there is no is no 
legal obligation on them or 
anyone in the private sector to 
do so. 

Last year a Labour amend- 
ment giving gay couples the 
same rights as married couples 
was narrowly defeated after 
last-minute government con- 
cessions to Tory backbenchers. 


‘Lucky’ BT pair 
fight dismissal 


Kathy Mata 

TWo British Telecom employees 
who were sacked after beating 
30 million other callers to win 
£10 tickets on Concorde in a 
British Airways offer are to 

take BT in an industrial trib unal 

Neville Secular and Dean 
Perry, who worked in the same 
London office, lodged a claim 
this week against BT alleging 
unfair dismissal. They were 
sacked in March after the com- 
pany carried out an internal in- 
quiry following a public outcry. 

The pair worked in the Data 
Build computer department, 
the nerve centre of the tele- 
phone system. 

The chances of them both 
winning seats on the Valentine’s 
Day flight to New York, allo- 
cated by a phone-in com- 


petition, were estimated at 
25.600 million to one. 

At the time, BT said there 
was no evidence of fraud. But 
yesterday the company said the 
two men had “abused their 
position to gam advantage". 

It refused to comment fur- 
ther, but the dear implication 
is that they used insider know- 
ledge to tiicumvent the filter 
system designed to let only a 
specified number of calls reach 
the office that allocated tickets. 

The BA offer for the 190 £10 
return tickets was massively 
oversubscribed. Twenty million 
calls were logged in 25 minutes. 

Mr Secular and Mr Perry 
have iasisted that their success 
was pure coincidence, saying 
they derided separately to tiy 
their luck on the 0345 number 
before going into the office. 


DAILY POEM 

Evacuation: 1940 

By Anthony Thwarts 

Liverpool docks. The big ship looms above 
Dark sheds and quays. Us haughty funnels bright 
With paint and sunUght, as slim sailors shove 
About with chains mid hawsers. Mummy's hand 
Is sticky in my own, but U’s all ri&ti. 

Beginning an adventure. So I stand 

On a deck piled high with prams, die staterooms shrill 

With mothers’ muttering y and clasped babies' cries. 

I squirm and tug, ten years impatient, tiU 
Loud hootings signal something . .. The surprise 
Of hugging her, feeling her fact aU wet: 

‘Mummy, you’re sweating. ’ They were tears; not mine. 

She went awtzy I was alone, and fine. 

Pleasure, and guilt Things you do not forget 

“Evacuation: 1940" is one of several poems prompted by child- 
hood memories in Anthony Thwaite’s most recent collection, 
The Dust of the World (1994). It now appears in Selected Poems 
1956-1996 ; published (price £8.95) by Enitharmon Press at 
36 St George’s Avenue, London N7 0HD. 
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‘The costs of higher education should 
be shared among those who benefit’ 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Die main points of Sir Ron Dealing's 
report are: 

F unding 

Universities’ difficulties 
Universities race serious funding 
problems, which wQ] lead to a fall in 
the quality of both teaching and 
research in higher education (HE) if 
solutions are not found quickly. 

Over the past 20 years, the num- 
ber of students in HE has more than 
doubled to 1.6 million, and public 
funding for the sector bas gone up in 
real terms by 45 per cent But, at the 
same time, funding per student has 
fallen by 40 per cent, and investment 
in infrastructure bas been slashed, 
with more funding cuts planned be- 
tween now and 2000. 

To fend off the worst of immedi- 
ate cuts and to avoid damaging qual- 
ity, universities need an extra £9 15m 
by the millennium. 

Over the next 20 years, they will 
need even more cash to allow for an 
expansion in student numbers, more 
support for part-time students, im- 
proved infrastructure, more research 
and higher salaries. 

Who should pay? 

The costs of higher education should 
be shared among those who benefit 

NUSand 
academia 
at odds 


over 

findings 

Vice-chancellors and students 
were yesterday polarised over 
plans to introduce tuition fees 
ibr higher education, writes 
Lacy Ward. 

While university leaders wel- 
comed the move as a realistic 
response to a crisis in universi- 
ty funding, the National Union 
of Students warned that fees 
would damage access to high- 
er education for poorer 
would-be undergraduates. 

The NUS president, Douglas 
Trainer, said: "Ws are totally op- 
posed to any suggestion that stu- 
dents should pick up the bill for 
tuition. Once the principle of free 
tuition is breached, the door is 
open for universities to charge 
whatever they want for different 
courses and different colleges." 

However, the Committee of 
Vice Chancellors and Principals 
welcomed the “bold decision" 
by David Blunke tt. Secretary of 
State for Education, to accept 
that full-time undergraduates 
must pay after graduation to- 
wards the cost of teaching. 

The CVCP chief executive, 
Diana Warwick, said: “This is a 
necessary step to maintain the 
quality of their teaching and 
learning experience and provide 
a basis for future expansion." 

However, the committee 
called on the Government to 
slash 6 JS per cent cuts in high- 
er education funding planned 
over the next two years to no 
more than 2 per cent. 

The Association of Colleges, 
which represents the further 
education sector, warmly wel- 
comed proposals to expand 
higher education partly by in- 
creasing the number of students 
taking diplomas and certificates. 

But it suggested the com- 
mittee bad failed to “grasp the 
nettle" and impose even high- 
er tuition fees on graduates in 
order to release more funds into 
the impoverished further 
education sector. 

Industry leaders also gave as 
qualified welcome to the report. 
The Confederation of British In- 
dustry supported proposals to ex- 
pand student numbers and 
underpin quality of qualifica- 
tions, but questioned the gov- 
ernment's decision to abolish 
student grants. 

Higher education unions 
praised the report, but said ur- 
gent steps were needed to rem- 
edy the funding crisis. 

The Association of Universi- 
ty Teachers said all income from 
fees must be ring-fenced for 
spending on higher education. 
The government must ensure 
universities did not introduce 
their own top-up fees, the union 


Graduates in work should make a 
greater contribution, since their degree 
will earn them on average an 11-14 per 
cent return, and employers should pay 
more towards staff training and edu- 
cation. and towards “sandwich years" 
in industry for undergraduates. 

Public funding of HE should be re- 
formed so that a smaller proportion 
is channelled through funding bod- 
ies and more money follows the 
student. Public spending should in- 
crease as the nation's wealth grows. 

Haw might fees work? 

Contributions from graduates could 
come from one of a number of op- 
tions involving payment for tuition, 
living costs, or a combination of the 
two. The committee's preferred op- 
tion would see graduates make a fiat- 
rate contribution of 25 per cent of 
average tuition costs for each year of 
their course via a subsidised income- 
contingent loan. 

The present system of funding 
maintenance, in which means-tested 
grants are available for half the costs 
while loans finance the other half, 
would stay, but for the first time the 
loans would be means-tested. 

The committee concludes that none 
of its four optionsprovides all the ex- 
tra money needed m the king term, but 
points out that more money could be 
raised in the short term by toughen- 
ing even further the means test for 



Setting the rules: Sir Ron Dearing Photograph: Lathigra Kalpesh 


maintenance grants and loans - pot- 
entially denying even loans for tuition 
to the wealthiest families. The Gov- 
ernment would have to deride if such 
a move was acceptable, it says. 

How could students be protected? 

No increase in graduates' contribution 
to tuition should be allowed without 
an independent review and the agree- 
ment of both Houses of Parliament All 
money from fees repayments should 
be channelled back into HE. Univer- 


sities should be allowed to waive fees 
for students on benefits, and the so- 
cial security system should be re- 
viewed to ensure there are no financial 
disincentives to part-time study. 

Student support should be ad- 
ministered by a single Student Sup- 
port Agency. 

Expansion 

Demand for HE from people of all 
ages will continue to grow. The UK 
should lift the cap on student num- 


bers imposed in 1993 and aim to 
match the participation rates of oth- 
er advanced nations, including the 
United States and Japan. 

England and Wiles should aim to 
see the number of sdiool-kavers mov- 
ing into higher education increasing 
from one third to at least 45 per cent 
- the figure already achieved in Scot- 
land and Northern Ireland. 

Much of the expansion should be at 
sub-degree level, such as stud)’ for the 
Higher National Certificate (HNC). 

Because people from poorer back- 
grounds, e thnic minorities and the dis- 
abled are under-represented in HE. 
expansion funds should be targeted at 
institutions which can prove a com- 
mitment to widening participation. 

Qualifications 

Expansion should not be at the ex- 
pense of quality. Paying students will 
demand the highest standards. A 
package of measures to safeguard de- 
gree standards, overseen bv a pow- 
erful Quality Assurance 'Agency, 
should include: 

■ An improved external examiner sys- 
tem, in which universities would have 
to draw on a national pool of recog- 
nised academic staff: 

■ Minimum “threshold” standards de- 
fined for all qualifications by 2000 to 
ensure guaranteed quality: 

■ A fair and robust oomplamts system; 

■ Tighter controls on franchising of 


courses by universities to other in- 
stitutions. , 

A cons&umt framework of quail 
Stations should be agreed through- 
out the UK. involving recognised 
standards at each level. 

There must be a change ut values 
in higher education to afford more re- 
spect to teaching as well as to re- 
search. All new tutors in higher 
education would undergo comp u!s*’r> 
training, overseen by a professional 
Institute for Learning and Teaching 
m Higher Education. 

Research 

There has been no real -terms increase 
in government funding tor research 
over the past decade, and UK spend- 
ing cm research compares poorly 
with competitor countries. 

Research is vital to the economy 
and spending on it should he in- 
creased. The Government should set 
up a loan fond of at least £400m. lund- 
ed by public and private research 
sponsors, to support infrastructure in 
top-quality research departments in 
real need. 

Information technology 
By 2000 - 2001. higher education in- 
stitutions should ensure all students 
have open access to a networked desk- 
top computer, and by 2005-2006 ail 
students will be required to have ac- 
cess to their own portable computer. 


Students put their case against the fees 


- ■ ■■ 




End of first year Zoe Keeler has a First in her economics 
prelims at Trinity College Cambridge - the richest of the 
Oxbridge colleges. Aged 20, she has no overdraft, but last 
Easter she took out the maximum £1 ,600 loan. 

Zoe does not qualify for any grant money at the moment, 
because her parents are "middle-income I suppose. The 
means testing of tuition payments is silly. It will affect people 
like me the most ... tt’ll mean nothing to the high earners ... 
ft’s quite stupid; I've got a younger brother who'll be going 
through university after me, and my parents will have to pay 
lew him too. You could be quite well off, but have four 
children," and means-testing would take no account of this. 
She says if she earns a reasonable salary, she mil pay more 
tax and thus be "refunding the taxpayers’ money'. 

She has managed financially because her parents have 
given her "around £50 a week for food and living", and she 
had £800 in the building society left over from her year off. 
She has also worked in local pubs in the evenings and at 
Wimbledon during the tennis championships. 

On Dealing's ‘quality assurance”, she feels she can 
already dictate what level of "product" she gets. "Every week 
fat Trinity} I meet a supervisor on my own. Elsewhere you 
might have nine or ten other people in your supervision." 


End of Second yean Kat Myers says: Tuition fees 
shouldn’t be paid for by students. Tne system they’re 
suggesting is fair, but it's a step over the line in principle." 
Kat, 21 , from Blackpool, has completed the first two years 
of a Politics and Social Policy degree at Loughborough 
University and is now at the end of a year’s sabbatical. 

Her parents’ income suggests she would “be somewhere 
on the sliding scale", but would definitely have to pay 
something towards tuition. She gets some grant money, 
and her parents make this up to about £3,000 a year; so far, 
she has taken out loans each year - £600 in the first year, 
but the full £1,650 in the second. She likes the flexibility of 
the current loans system. "In my first year, I had some 
savings from summer work, but in the second year, I 
accumulated an overdraft." 

Kat has always worked in the summer vacation, earning 
around £140 a week. While unhappy with the idea of paying 
for tuition fees, Kat is none the less enthusiastic about the 
other suggestions Dearing makes. “At the moment, there’s 
a big problem about the level of information given to 
students by the college. They're not told about what to 
expect and what rights they have." Like Dearing, she hopes 
in future studentswill have more influence in such areas. 


Graduated a year ago: Chris Fabby still has an overdraft of 
£1,800. His History and Politics course at Huddersfield 
University went well, and, capitalising cm his interest in the 
voluntary pressure group side of politics, he’s spent much of 
the past year as President of the Huddersfield Union, 
earning about £9,000 a year. This means he also has toe 
Student Loans Company on his back. "They started jumping 
on me as soon a l got the job. I managed to get a deferral in 
the end, but they wanted ail sorts of documentation and 
wanted me to prove how much I was earning. Trying to 
convince them was unbelievable," he said. 

"Ybu take out three yeans when you could be earning, and 
you expect a low standard of living, but the stereotypes of 
students are ail wrong now. Your average student is now 
someone with two or three jobs, and on the breadline." Chris, 
22, was on a fun grant and took out the full loan each year. 

He thinks it was worth the sacrifices even though they are 
continuing. However, he says that many of Dealing's 
suggestions will make it much harder for the next generation. 
He opposes paying for tuition, which he says is the state's 
responsibility “if they want a well-educated society". 

interviews by Tom Hampson 


Pack a laptop and watch the bank balance 


Lucy Ward 

Ii's goodbye to the devil-may 
care, beer-drinking student, 
turning out hand-written essays 
on obscure Anglo-Saxon poems 
and saving career plans for 
after graduation. 

Undergraduates of the 21st 
century will be instantly recog- 


nisable by their laptop com- 
puters, sheaves of financial 
advice brochures, work experi- 
ence checklists and - quite pos- 
sibly - worried expressions. 

An eye on the bank balance 
will be important: graduates 
would expect to leave university 
owing a minimum of £8,000 - 
£3,000 towards fees for their 


three years' study and £5,000 in 
living-cost loans. 

Parents, particularly those 
on higher incomes, are likely to 
start saving for their children’s 
higher education as early as 
possible. 

To keep costs down, more 
students may opt to live at 
home with their parents and 


attend nearby universities. 

Increasing numbers of 
students will choose to study for 
a sub-degree qualification - a 
higher-level certificate or dip- 
loma in a job-related area such 
as business, computing, art and 
design, or leisure. 

They may then continue in 
higher education, or opt to get 
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a job for a few years to gain 
experience and to save towards 
studying again later. 

High-flying graduates will 
seek out top firms prepared to 
pay off their loans as part of a 
recruitment package. 

Students wilt demand far 
more information about the 
skills and knowledge their 


The new OKffiHX 5500 


degree will give them. Univer- 
sities will also have to pay more 
attention to preparing students 
for work, and more under- 
graduates wfll spend a sandwich 
year in industry. 

By 2005, all students will be 
carrying laptops and making 
dafly use of computers at their 
universities. 
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Andrew Gumbef 

Belgrade 

The last time football teams 
from Zagreb and Belgrade 
played each other, back in 1990, 
the fixture led to rampant vio- 
lence in the stands and all but 
unleashed the bitter wars of se- 
cession in the former Yu- 
goslavia. Last night, for the 
first time since the end of the 
fi ghting, the old Dynamo team 
from Zagreb (now renamed 
“Croatia") ventured into the 
lion's den to play the away leg 
of a European Cup qualifier 
against Partizan Belgrade. 

In one way, the match was the 
latest tentative sign of progress 
in Serb-Croat relations. In an- 
other, though, it was simply an 
illustration of how bizarre pol- 
itics have become in the Balka- 
ns after four years of fighting. 

The Croatian team did not so 
much burst into Belgrade as 
crawl in, keeping themselves 
very much to themselves, In cen- 
tral Belgrade, fans sporting 
black and white Partizan shirts 
spent all afternoon parading. 


shouting slogans and honking 
car horns. 

Violent dashes between sup- 
porters did not materialise -for 
the ample reason that no Croa- 
tian supporters were foolhardy 
to come along for the ride. So 
was this a sports event, or a sur- 
real exercise in Balkan politics? 
“Obviously, there’s no way this 
can be a simple football match 
after all the crises and the war 
of tiie past few years," com- 
mented one Partizan support- 
er, 22-year-old Emir Kurtbvic. 

In many ways, Mr Knrtovic 
embodied the craziness of the 
whole affair. He was not a Bel- 
grader at all, but had travelled 
up from Non Pazar - empha- 
sising the extent to which this 
match was less a contest be- 
tween Belgrade and Zagreb as 
between Serbia and Croatia. 
But on the other hand he was 
also a Muslim. The postwar 
Balkans have become a very 
confused place.. 

' The confusion was even 
more evident in the line-up of 
the teams. Croatia Zagreb’s 
star player, the 31-year-oid 


Groats and 
Serbs settle 
dd scores - 
but this time 

on a football 
ground 


winger Robert Prosineckt used 
to play for Red Star Belgrade 
ana was part of the team that 
won the European Cup in 1991. 

On the Belgrade aide, goal- 
keeper Ivica Kralj has featured 
prominently in the Zagreb 
newspapers over the past few 
days because he is said to bean 
ethnic Croat Such paradoxes 
make a mockery of the sort of 
nationalist sentiments that fu- 
elled the 1990 game between 
Dynamo and Bed Star at Za- 
greb’s Maximir stadium. 


ers broke down the crowd -con- 
trol barriers, provoking battles 
that quickly spilled into the 
streets outside. The police were 
powerless to prevent a full- 
scale dvil clash. 

Football has been a modi 
chastened sport in the former 
Yugoslavia ever since. Many of 
the best players have fled 
abroad. There has been a mod- 


est revival in Croatia, largely 
thanks to the interest of Presi- 
dent Fraajo Tudjman, who gave 
Dynamo its new name and 
helped arrange financing. 

But even President Tudjman 
is not without his ambivalent 
tide. Back in the 1960s, when he 
was a general in the Yugoslav 
array, he acted as chairman for. 
a certain well-known football 
team. It was Partizan Belgrade. 
■ Anti-government demon- 
strator flung hundreds of shoes 
over the heads of riot police to- 
wards Slobodan Milosevic, the. 
outgoing Serbian President who 
was formally sworn in as pres- 
ident of the Yugoslav Republic 
yesterday. The demonstrators, 
who six months ago marched 
though Belgrade every night to 

demand (temoraarir r ights fimm 

Mr Milosevic, used the shoes as 
a symbol of the number of 
Serbs who have walked out of 
the countiy during his rule. 
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fire spares 


i luck as 
artwork 


Museum directors in Rub were 
counting their blessmgs yester- 
day that damage was less ex- 
tensive than they had originally 
feared, after a fire ravaged’ the 
Palais de ChaiHot at the Ho- 
cadero ou Tuesday. •• 

The blaze did cause extensive 
damage to the north-east wing, 
however, which bon9es the Mu- 
seum of French Monuments 
and the Museum of the Cine- 
ma. The fire broke out just be- 
fore 10pm and took 180 
fire-fighters more than three 
hours to bring under controL 
Gey CogevaL, director of the 
Museum of French Monu- 
ments, explained: “Although it 
looks like abattiefield, the dam- 
age to the artefacts is thankful- 
ly feiriy limned." None of the 

5*tol0 per centoftiie plaster 
replicas have been destroyed. 
The Museum of French Mon- 


Clearing up: The scene after 
theft* Ptotoguphfieuters 

uments bouses a collection of 
medieval md Renaissance 
sculptures and monuments, 
some measuring 13ft in height, 
indodnig cathedral porches and 
pieces of dmrehfiqades.' There 
are also several hundred plaster 
replicas of French Gothic art. 

The main damage to the Mu- 


seam of the Qnema, which is sit- 
uated in the basement, was 
caused by the thousands of gal- 
lons of water pumped ty the fire 
brigade. The whole museum 
was flooded along wilh hundreds 
of costumes and photographs. 
Plans are now under way for 
their restoiatxxL The 3QJQ00 film 
reels stored there escaped un- 
harmed and were under police 
guard yesterday afternoon in the 
Palais gardens. The total costs 
of repair are likely to run to 
millions of pounds. 

Police sources confirmed yes- 
terday morning that the fire was 
not being treated as suspicious. 
It had been started by flamma- 
ble materials left by workmen. 

- Although it is too early to say 
how long the Museum of the 
Cinema will be dosed, the fire 
wiD not affect the opposite 
wing of the Palais de Qiaillot, 
which, bouses the Museum of 
Mankind and (he Marine Mu- 
seum: file Txocadero will also re- 
main open as normal. 
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David Usborae 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

There was new tumult on Cam- 
bridge Common in front of the 
gates to Harvard University 
yesterday. On the spot where 
over two centuries ago George 
■Washington took control of the 
troops mat chased Britain from 
colonial America, thousands 
gathered to mark another mo- 
ment in history that is not kind 
to the English. 

With the keening of bag- 
pipes, throngs of Irish Ameri- 
cans, a few in nationalist 
green-and-orange T-shirts, 
watched as the Irish President, 
Mary Robinson, unveiled the 
first memorial in the United 
States to Ireland's “Great 
Hunger" in the 1840s. Some 
shedding tears, all who attend- 
ed later joined a solemn pro- 
cession to lay yellow roses and 
white carnations at its base. 

The bronze - a mother hold- 
ing a dead child bidding 
farewell to a teenage son who 
is carrying a living inf a n t and 
preparing to board a “coffin 
ship" bound for America - 
glints nobly in the memory of 
the 1 million who died in the 
potato famine that was at its 
harshest in 1847, and the 2 mil- 
lion more who fled from their 
country, many of them ending 
up on Massachusetts shores. 

Until now, only memorials to 
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soldiers who fought the British 
in ther Revolution had been 
permitted on the Common. 
The sub-text is dean in many 
minds here the figures are also 
a testament to British colonial 
C iiit -Ws remember," declared 
the principle organiser of the 
memoria£john 5 ’Connor, “the 
children with green teeth from 
Acting grass, and we remember 
thetfecisions in London of a 
government that could have 
fed the Irish but dedded it 
made good economic sense to 
drive them from their land." 

Thus yesterday’s fervour on 
the common also represented 


a growing and pohtically-coirect 
cult in the United States of ro- 
manticising the Irish story. 

At its roots are both the nos- 
talgia that naturally imbues any 
ethnic minority in a foreign 
land and also the appetite fin- 
votes among politicians in a 
country of 40 million people 
who describe themselves as 
XrisihAmericans. Include in this 
Mr O’Connor, a Boston bus- 

ness man who aspires to a seal 
in Congress to represent a city 

where one in four people daim 
Irish descent And indode also. 
President Bill Clinton. 

Hollywood too has recog- 


nised this anotionaDy charged 
mar ket- Tb cries of tool from 
many in Britain who see 
hktnrical im>r WTr; » ,a ' piS in them. 
fflnw about Ireland have been 
tumbtingfiom the studios. Jh th& 
Name of the Father, portraying 
foe miscarriage of justice in the 
conviction of the Guildford 
Four, was followed by Michael 
Coffins, the freedom fighter who 
was the principle ardmect of the 
Irish Free State. This year we 
have already seen The Devil’s 
Own sad Some Mother's Son . 

While the granting of a visa 
to Geny Adams in 1995 by Pres- 
ident Oin ton provoked tte first 


and most furious diplomatic 

spat wiffi London, more recently 

• it has been the famine itsdf that 
has been nettling relations. In 
recent months the states of 
New York, New Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania have passed leg- 
islation making the teaching of 
the femine to students in mgh 
school compulsory. ' _ 

Most controversial was the 
New York State law that was 
tacked on to earlier legislation 
asking schools to teach about 
the Holocaust and other geno- 
cides. The state Governor, 
George Fatalri, drew a sharp re- 
buke from the British Ambas- 
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Hying to “educate Ameri- 
cans is a full time job for the 

British embassies in the US. I 

think there is a growing appre- 
ciation that this thing w more 
complicated than H nas beep 
commonly portrayed in this 
country, that is more than just 
a British and Irish problem," 
said one British diplomat. 

Had he been here in Cam- 
bridge yesterday he may have 
felt less optimistic. 
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Italy pleads for death row inmate 
who captured the nation’s soul 




John Carfin 

Washington ■••• _ 

Joseph O’Dell is just another 
death row inmate in his native 
America, the 44th to be killed 
this year if his scheduled exe- 
cution goes ahead in the small 
hours of this morning. But in 
Italy the convicted murderer ts 
a national martyr, a patron 
saint of unjust causes. 

Yesterday, reports of his im- 
pending death led Italian news 
bulletins, but neither the New 
York Times nor the Washington 
Rut dedicated one word to the 
story. Outride, the corr ection- 
al centre in Greensv3k,Vii|ma 
there were more Italian jour- 
nalists than American ones. 

The Rape has appealed for 
demency, as has Luigi Scalfaro, 
the Italian president and Ro- 
mano Prodi, the prime minister. 


The Italian parliament has 

i /I ftv wonfBlW 


passcu-a irawuuuu 

a stay of execution and on Mon- 
day, the mayor.of Palermo led 
a delegation to the office of the 


on behalf df the people of his 
town, the whole otlta ty and , be 
said, the European pari r am caL. 

O’Dell has been made an 
honorary citizen of Palermo 

and has expressed a wish to be 

buried there should the exeat- 


lot newspaper reported on 
TUesday that the Italian au- 
thorities were m a k ing contra- 

genty plans to fly his body to the 
Sicman capital aboard an Ital- 
ian air forceplane. 

But O’Dell, as his name 
would suggest, has no family con- 
nections with Palermo, Sicily 
or anywhere efee in Italy; He 


does not speak Italian and has 
never set foot on It alian sofl- 
Why O’Dell? He insists that 
he fa immeent and there are rea- 
acms to doubt bis guilt- A prison 
informer who testified that 
O’Dell had confessed to the 
TOmtiCT recanted his testimony 
last year. His lawyers argue 
that he should be submitted to 
DNA testing not available in 
. i9B5wben he was convicted of 
^beating, raping, sodomiring and 
strangling a 44-year-old woman. 

. . Doubts like these emerge 
time and again on the eve of ex- 
ecutions. In American terms, 
there is nothing unique in 
O’DeJTs medicament nor the na- 
ture of the barbarity which, in 
Italian eyes, the authorities are 
planning to perpetrate. 

So why the melodrama in 
Italy? Correspondents in the US 
for Ansa, the Italian news 


agency, and La Repubbffca said 
yesterday that the story had 
merety been picked up by one 
newspaper, whereupon radio 
and TV had joined in, the 
snowball effect accelerated by 
the interventions of the Pope 
and president. 

The decisive moment in 
swinging the public mood came 
11 days ago, when La Repub- 
blica published an open letter 
he wrote to the people of Italy. 
“If this act of injustice will be 
carried out,” the tetter said, “I 
will be sustained to my last 
breath by the thought that the 
people of your great nation 
will be with me, praying for me 
on my deathbed." However, 
CPDell did not write the letter. 
The brainchild of a reporter 
from La Repubblica. O’Dell 
and his lawyers gave it their un- 
mitigated approval. 
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Charles Arfliur 

Science Editor 

Computers aheaitynm your en- 
gine, so why not let them drive 
the car too? That vision came 
slightly closer to reality in the 
United States on TUesday as a 
7.6-mile ( 122 -km) stretch of the 
Interstate 15 road near San 
Diego, California, was used to 
show off the “automated high- 
way" of the future. 

Its creators, scientists from 
the University of Berkeley and 
members of the National Au- 
tomated Highway System Con- 
sortium, were proud to call it 
“really dull". Once the com- 
puter takes over, the driver 
does not have to operate the 
pedals or even steer. 

“It's really exciting for about 
the first 15 seconds, then it gets 
really dull,” said Jim Rjllings of 
the NAHSC. 

“It's like driving with a chauf- 
feur. You just sit back and let 
your mind wander." 

The test was purely a demon- 
stration; the specially-equipped 



cars, which have radar and 
desktop PCs on board, are not 
available to the public. 

But the NAHSC intends to 
have its system, on which it has 


The automated highway is a 
reaction to increasing gridlock 
on America’s car-filled, bus- 
empty and train-bereft transport 

system. 

The traffic begins buflding up 
at 5am Outside ^NhshlngtonDC, 
while some commuters near 
California’s main work centres 


have to leave home at 4am to 

getto work on time. The system 
works by detecting magnets 
buried about 1.2 metres apart 

on either side of the road, pro- 
viding the directional informa- 
tion allowing the car to follow 
the road. A built-in radar also 
takes note of the distance to the 
car in fironL 

The dozen cars and buses in 
the demonstration project are 
equipped with tiny video cam- 
eras feeing forward that also fol- 
low visual aids along the road. 
These could be cement barriers 


or even deep tracks in a stfowy 
road. /. 

Supporter of the project in- 
sist it will save mflUoos-of fed- 
eral dollars, as.il idles on the 
existing infrastructure and 
would eliminate the need to 
build more freeway tenfts; Ve- 
hicles could travel, fester and 
doser, reducing " fud.-.use 
(through slipstreamin^: ind. 
the inventors hope, acodents. 

It would cost less- than 
$10,000 to equip one stile of 
freeway with the new tedknol- 
pgy, compared with anywhere 
from Sim to SlOUm to. build 
each mile of new highway; said 
Dick Bishop, a transportation 
department spokesman. . 

However, it looks like thft au- 
tomated highway wflTntirSamc 
Without roadworks. As ever, 
the delays will getworse before 
they m better. Jim Baxter, 
president of the National Mo- 
torists’ Association, has dubbed 
the new system “undriving”, 
and warned; “We may be living 
in the golden age or commut- 
mg, and not even know ft.” 
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Ufe'& a breea»: Children watch as winds blow up ctothes put out to dry by laundrymen on the tranks of the River Buriganga fn Dhaka, Bangladesh 


Photograph: Reuters 


Race against time for 
flood-threatened town 

German rescue teams raced to evacuate areas along the 
Oder after a dyke reinforcing its banks bum and others 
threatened to collapse. Officials said they were clearing 
areas south of Frankfurt an der Oder and at the 
confluence of the Oder and Neisse rivers; water levels 
would rise by 20 cm (8in) during the day and the dykes 
were so porous that large swathes of the area could be 
underwater by early next week. 

Reuters - Frankfort an dor Oder 

Old foes mend fences 

Hungary reopened a consulate in Cluj closed nine years 
ago by the late dictator Nicolae Ccausescu. But it was 
marred by Romanian nationalists phoning dcalh-ihraais 
to the Prime Minister, Victor Ciorbea, accusing him or 
giving too many rights to Romania’s 1.7 million ethnic 
Hungarians. Cluj, once a trilingual city with many native 
German-speakers, now has a population of 330.000, about 
a fourth of whom are ethnic Hungarians. AP - Cluj 

Taylor wins Liberia poll 

Liberia’s electoral chiefs made final checks before 
proclaiming; the former warlord Charles Taylor winner of 
presidemjd polls. Partial results on Tuesday gave him a 
75-per-cent lead over 1 1 rivals, assuring him the job he 
failed to win by the gun. One of the contenders, the 
former foreign minister Baccus Mai hews, conceded defeat 
and endorsed the elections as “reasonably free and fair”. 

Routers - Monrovia 

Rebels slaughter 47 

Muslim rebels killed 47 people, mostly hv cutting their 
throats, in two attacks south of Algiers, an Algerian 
newspaper said. Le Matin said that 38 died in one attack 
and nine in another overnight on Sunday-Monday. 

Reuters - Paris 


Yeltsin wins over the West 
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»n s soul 


Boris Yeltsin found himself 
with some strange bedfellows 
yesterday. The Pope. Human 
rights activists. The United 
States Senate. These are not en- 
tities whom he has always con- 
sidered friends. But his refusal 
to sign a BiD which would have 
sharply curbed religious free- 
dom in Russia has won him rare 
international applause and will 
be seen as a milestone, albeit 
small, in his eratic presidency. 

Observers of this complex 
man have long puzzled over 
which component of his char- 
acter is dominant - despot, 
pragmatist or (loosely speaking) 
democrat. Is he the autocrat who 
bombarded parliament in 1993, 
and blindly led his nation into 
a bloodbath in Chechnya? Or is 
he the man whom the world re- 
members standing on a tank op- 
posing the failed coup of 1991 
- the same man who, for all his 
errors, presides over a country 
where the citizenry can read 
what they like, travel abroad, 
and (despite a manipulated 
press) say what they like. 


President risks wrath of Orthodox Church in 
refusal to sign bill restricting religious freedom 


The third, and . more con- 
vincing, variant is that of a 
man who simply does what it 
takes to retain power. It was this 
entity who fathered both the 
nationalist Boris Yeltsin of 1995, 
surrounded by his hard-line 
military cronies and dependent 
on the security services; and 
Boris the Beneficent who won 
the 1996 elections after promis- 
ing to spend, spend, spend on 
the people -a pledge he knew 
he would break. 

But the freedom of worship 
issue placed Mr Yeltsin in a gen- 
uine quandary. It was a “diffi- 
cult decision", he said, after 
labouring over the papers from 
his hobday residence in Central 
Russia. And he was right The 
Bill would have restricted the 
activities of all but four religions 
which are classified as “tradi- 
tional" In Russia - Orthodoxy, 
Islam, Judaism, and Buddhism. 
All other faiths would have to 
prove chat they have been ac- 
tive In Russia for more than 15 


years before they received legal 
rights. 

The ostensible targets of the 
new laws were outlandish reli- 
gious sects. But it was also an at- 
tempt by the Orthodox Church 
to see off established rival 
churches from abroad, such as 
the Catholics, who claim 
1 mfllkni worshippers in Russia. 
As such, it blatantly violated the 
Russian constitution which says 
that all religions are equal The 
Bill forced Mr Yeltsin to make 
a choice in which he took a hit 
either way. Signing it would 
have dealt a blew to his relations 
with the United States and the 
West at a time when Russia is 
still seeking further loans, in- 
vestment and integration into in- 
ternational structures. The US 
Senate was poised to withhold 
$200m in aid had he signed. 

Even without that threat, no 
politician in bis right mind 
would seek to unleash the bay- 
ing hounds of the American re- 
ligious lobby. But, by vetoing it. 


he has set himself at odds with 
dm Orthodox Church, an Insti- 
tution which stands close to 
the state and which is being pro- 
moted as a focus for the new 
Russia’s national aspirations by 
evoking its imperial past 

Mr Yeltsin is not especially 
devout, but he has forged dose 
political ties to the Church. 
During his election campaign, 
he rarely cussed an opportuni- 
ty to appear on television stand- 
ing next to the Russian 
Patriarch, Alexy H. 

Yesterday the Church main- 
tained a stony silence about the 
President’s decision. But the 
hierarchy will be displeased. Mr 
Yeltsin's decision has also in- 
tensified his running battle with 
his Communist-dominated Par- 
liament, with whom he has been 
fighting on several fronts, no- 
tably over removing Lenin from 
his mausoleum on Red Square. 

On the face of it, a stand-off 
is now looming between the 
Kremlin and tire legislature 


when the latter returns to work 
in the autumn. Both houses 
overwhelmingly supported the 
B3k they could override his veto 
with a two-thirds vote, forcing 
it into the courts. 

Yesterday there were bullish 
cries from the Communist 
camp. Viktor Huykhfn, a lead- 
ing voice in the party, accused 
Mr Yeltsin of running a pro- 
tectorate of the West. Another, 
Valentin Kuptsov, accused him 
of caving In to “voices from 
across the ocean". 

However, none of this will 
wonv Mr Yeltsin much. He 
relishes the opportunity to 
remind Parliament of its insti- 
tutional weakness and his 
strength. And the Communist- 
nationalist opposition has 
proved so ineffectual that a 
debate has begun among Rus- 
sia watchers over whether it 
amounts to an opposition at alL 


Berisha declares he is 
resigning as president 


Andrew Gumhel 

President Sali Berisha of Alba- 
nia marked the opening of the 
new parliament yesterday fay an- 
nouncing his “irrevocable” res- 
ignation as head of state In the 
wake of the stinging defeat suf- 
fered by his Democratic Party 
in last month’s general elections 

The announcement, made 
in a radio broadcast and yet to 
be fully formalised, was one 
more tortuously taken step 
along the path to the relin- 
quishing of the authoritarian 
power Mr Berisha has wielded 
over the past five years. 

Ever since the elections, 
which went relatively smooth- 
ly despite the prevailing mood 
of anarchy in the country, Mr 
Berisha has paid lip-service to 
normal democratic behaviour 


while still attempting to stir up 
trouble behind the scenes. First 
he lent his tacit support to 
Leka Zogu, hero of the royal- 
ist party whose attempt to be- 
come king was rejected in a 
popular referendum. 

Then he complained that 
the elections had been con- 
ducted in an atmosphere of in- 
timidation towards Democratic 
Party supporters and vowed 
that his parly would boycott par- 
liament until further notice. 
Party members serving on the 
central electoral commission 
held up the final results by two 
weeks by refusing to put their 
signatures to them. At yester- 
day’s opening session of par- 
liament, the Democratic rarty 
seats remained empty. 

Yesterday’s statement was 
the clearest indication yet that 


he is on his way out. but Mr 
Berisha has more aces up his 
sleeve. He put himself on his 
party's electoral list and will, 
once the boycott is over, enter 
parliament as leader of the op- 
position. He also has plenty of 
ardent supporters - many of 
them young, ill-educated and 
heavily armed, with the poten- 
tial to stir up trouble. 

This prospect still frightens 
many Albanians, although his 
room for manoeuvre is likely to 
be severely limited once he fi- 
nally leaves office. The new gov- 
ernment is expected to be led 
by the head of the victorious So- 
cialist Party, Fatos Nano, while 
the new president is likely to be 
Rexhep Mejdani, who ran the 
Socialist Party while Mr Nano 
was in jail on trumped-up 
charges of corruption 


, British snub 
Burma as 
junta joins 
Asia’s club 



Gagged: Anti-Burma protesters yesterday Photograph: AP 


way 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Kuala Lumpur 

In a move that was immediately 
welcomed for human rights 
groups, a senior British official 
yesterday boycotted a ceremony 
honouring the admission of the 
Burmese military junta into the 
Association of South-East 
Asian Nations (Asean). 

TTie ceremony, at a hotel in 
the Malaysian capital, Kual a 
Lumpur, marked the culmina- 
tion of a controversy which be- 
gan a year ago. when the seven 
members of Asean formally 


announced plans to admit. Bur- 
ma, along with Laos and Cam- 
bodia. Toe proposal caused 
immediate concern in the Eu- 
ropean Union and the United 
States, who refuse to recognise 
the State Law and Order 
Restoration Council (SI ore), 
Burma’s junta, which exerts 
ruthless power in the country 
despite being defeated in elec- 
tions seven years ago by Aung 
San Son Kyi’s National League 
for Democracy. 

By the end of last year, it had 
become dear that Asean ’s mind 
was made up, and when the then 
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Foreign Secretary, Malcolm 
Rifkind, attended a meeting of 
European and Asian delega- 
tions m Singapore in February, 
be made little more than ritu- 
alistic references to the prob&m. 

Yesterday, however, acting 
on instructions from the Foreign 
Office in London, the British 
High Commissioiier to Malay- 
sia, David Moss, tailed to attend 
the ceremony, sending in his 
place a diplomat of lower rank. 

“Bearing in mind the state of 
UK-Burma relations, it was 
deemed inappropriate,” said 
a spokesman for the High 
Commission. The other two 
members of the EU troika, 
Luxembourg and Holland, as 
well as the United States, all sent 
their ambassadors to the cere- 
mony, to the disgust of pro- 
democracy organisations who 
protested outside the hotel, 
wearing gags bearing the Asean 
slogans “mice", “Freedom", 
“Neutrality" and “Prosperity”. 

“It’s good that the UK lias 
done tins because for all these 
countries there is a serious ques- 
tion of credibility,” said Fan 
Yew Teng, of the Burma Soli- 
darity Grotq> Malaysia. “It’s cme 
thing to impose sanctions on 
Store, but if you then turn up to 
their wel comin g ceremony, what 
kind of message does that send?" 

Until now, Britain’s position 
has been in line with its Euro- 
pean partners: an embargo on 
all arms sales, a bar on aid 
(apart from grass-roots sup- 

Eut no formal trade embargo 
like that imposed by the US. 

Diplomats .in Brussels at- 
tempted to agree on a common 
European solution to the prob- 
lem of attendance at the cere- 
mony but in the end the British 
went their own way, in keeping 
with Labour's commitment to the 


promotion of “human rights” 
and “ethical” foreign policy. 

U Ohn Gyaw, the Burmese 
Foreign Minister, declined to 
comment on the decision and 
Jose Almonte, a senior Fil- 
ipino official, said yesterday 
that Burma’s presence at the 
Asean table was gaming ac- 
ceptance outside Asia. “The US 
and EU are beginning to ap- 
preciate the rationale of Asean 
admitting Myanmar [Burma] 
into the grouping,” he said. 

But it is dear mat despite the 
slackening of diplomatic pres- 
sure, east-west tensions over the 
issue have not abated, and 
much suspicion and even para- 
noia remains. This week, the 
Malaysian Prime Minister, Mo- 
hamad Mahathir, even blamed 
the devaluation crisis sweeping 
Asian currency markets on H a 
certain powerful American 
financier”, an apparent refer- 
ence to the billionaire specula- 
tor George Soros, who heads a 
foundation which promotes 
democracy in Burma. 

Tbe subject is likely to come 
up again on Sunday when Asean 
minsters meet their counterparts 
from China, Russia, the US, 
Japan and the EU at the Asean 
Regional Forum, a multilateral 
forum on defence and security. 
Asean argues that only by “con- 
structive engagement" with Store 

can the junta be prevailed on to 
improve its record on human 
rights and democracy. 

But a report issued this week 
by the human rights group 
Amnesty International, which 
describes extra-judicial execu- 
tions, physical abuse of slave 
labourers, and forced reloca- 
tion of villagers by the Burmese 
army, suggests that little has 
clanged in the year since Bur- 
ma was granted observer status 
at last year's Asean meeting. 


© 


Mmercury 


CABLE & WIRELESS 


WITH MERCURY 5MARTCALL YOU 
CAN SAVE 20 % ON 
CALLS TO NEW YORK. NEW YORK. 

G00P PEAL. GOOP PEAL. 


5? 




With Mercury SmartCall, you can enjoy savings of ar 
least 20% on international calls -weekday evenings and 
all weekend. What's more, you can also save 24% on an 
evening long distance UK call. And 16% on a local 
evening call. In fact, we’re so confident that you’ll save 
money on your call bill with Mercury (even against 


BTs PremierLine and Friends and Family), that if you 
don't, we'll refund double the difference. For details 
call the number below. Double quick. 

Mercury SmartCall 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 


Pruxs and sating amtJt 30/06/1997. empovi^Ata BTS tar mtaforuib off imam* wnLirp mJ my time a mcdmA. Suth# 

talutfe fin d quatafy fix tf£4.f0 fm. VAT). Price Pfafcr law m*t BTS beau rates and ifiimml Sthemcf, adMitm# Bne iciirj jnJ iemp><wypA»otMtJ ,<gm 

Naf awaiiMr cm Ca&ni Gird cr fauaini 


<a 


i 



w _____ 

obituaries / gazette 


TgtlSSDAy £4 JULY *897 « THE INDEPENDENT 


Professor Jeremy Burdett 



Jeremy Burdett bad the ability 
to make complicated chemical 
ideas seem simple. He coaid go 
straight to the heart of a scien- 
tific problem, ignore confusing 
detail," and present his solution 
in a fcmn accessible to everyone. 

From 197$ until his untime- 
ly death at the age of 49, he was 
Professor of Chemistry at the 
University of Chicago. There his 
interests turned, 1 in addition to 
the structure of individual mol- 
ecules, to the structure of solids. 
His great contribution was to 
show how rather ample theo- 
retical ideas derived from or- 
ganic and inorganic chemistry 
could be applied to the appar- 
ently more complicated world 
of solids. 

His approach was to bypass 
the immense number-crunching 
calculations then in vogue, yet 
he managed to provide deep in- 
sets imo the structure of high- 
temperature super conductors 
and the design of materials 
with specific properties. 

Burdett was boro in London 
in 1947, and studied Natural 
Sciences, specialising in chem- 
istry, at Magdalene College, 
Cambridge, from where he 
graduated in 1968. He imme- 
diately seized the opportunity 
to begin research in the Unit- 
ed States, as Power Foundation 
Fellow at the University of 
Michigan, working with Pro- 
fessor Jerry Current. This ex- 
perience left him with a deep 
respect for American chem- 
istry, which had lasting conse- 
quences for his scientific career. 



He obtained an MSc at Michi- 
gan in 1970 and returned to 
Cambridge - to work with Jim 
Timer. 

Already he was full of ideas 
and was very stubborn about 
them, even when he was wrong. 
He was working on Matrix Iso- 
lation, a spectroscopic tech- 
nique which allows very 
unstable molecular fragments to 
be studied by trapping them at 
temperatures close to Absolute 
Zero (-273C). Matrix Isolation 
led to the trapping of molecu- 
lar fragments containing 
chromium or iron, with struc- 
tures which were not predicted 
by conventional theory. Burdett 
became intrigued, and began to 
wonder why. 

Following his Cambridge 
PhD in 1972, he was appoint- 
ed Senior Research Officer at 
Newcastle University, where 
he moved with Jim Turner plus 
several other members of the 
Cambridge research group. 
Newcastle gave Burdett the op- 
portunity to develop his ideas. 
In a series of elegant papers, he 
was able to rationalise the un- 
usual molecular structures re- 
vealed by the Matrix Isolation 
experiments. In 1977, he and 
Martyn Poliakoff were jointly 
awarded Meldola medals cif 
the Royal Society of Chemistry, 
Poliakoff for the experiments 
and Burden for explaining 
them. 

The year 1977 was a water- 
shed. Burdett spent a sabbati- 
cal at Cornell with Roald 
Hoffmann, who later won the 


Nobel Prize for Chemistry. 
Hoffmann's influence was au- 
dal m determining the direction 
of Burden's subsequent re- 
search. In 1978 he joined the 
faculty at the University of 
Chicago, where he was to spend 
the rest of Ins career. 

Burdett s research activities 
were recognised by several 
awards, in Britain most no- 
tably by a Cambridge ScD 
(1991) and the Tflden Medal 
and Prize of the Royal Society 
of Chemistry (1993). In addi- 
tion, he was a Sloan Fellow, a 
Camille and Henry Dreyfus 
lhacher Scholar, a Billow of the 
John Guggenheim Memorial 
Foundation, a WHsmore Fellow 
of the the University of Mel- 
bourne (1985) and CNRS Vis- 
iting Professor at the University 
de Pam-Sud, Oisay (1987) and 
at Rennes (1994). In Pans, he 
began a long and highly pro- 
ductive collaboration wiifa Odfle 
Eisenstein; their latest ideas are 
still to be published. 

Along with more than 200 
significant research papers. 
Burden published several books 
in which he explained theoret- 
ical chemistiy in noo-qpedahsed 
language. These include: Mol- 
ecular Shapes (with Trim Al- 
bright and Mike Whangbo, 
1980); Orbital Interactions in 

in MotecufarOr- 
bital Theory (1992); and Chem- 
icalBondmginSo&kOS&fy'irbs 
latest book. Chemical Bonds: a 
dialogue (1997) addresses a se- 
ries of fundamental questions, 


which have paakdehatnats for 
a long rime. As usual, his an- 
swers are refreshing convincing 
and readily understandable. 

His ccratributioos to foe Uni- 
versity of Chicago were con- 
siderable. From 1987 to 1991, 
he was Maaer of the Physical 
Sciences Collegiate Division 
and Associate Dean of the 
Physical Sciences Division of 
the college. From 1992 tffl his 
death, he was Chairman of the 
Chemistry Department. His 
commitment to teaching was 
recognised by the Uohretaty of 
Chicago’s Amoco Foundation 
Award for Distinguished Con- 
tributions to Undergraduate 
Tfeaching in 1993. 

Despite Iris long stay in the 
US, Jeremy Burden remained 
reoognisably an F.n gifc hf paTi 
but he became sufficiently 
Americanised to be refresh- 
ingly critical on his many visits 
to the UK. He was a great 
colleague, bursting with enthu- 
siasm. He taught with commit- 
ment, and influenced us all 
with his penetrating insig ht. It 
was fun to be in the laboratory 

with him. 

James J. Turner 
and Majrtyn FoUakofT 

Jeremy Keith Burdett, chemist: 
bom London 1 Jufy 1947; Semar 
Research Officer, Newcastle Uni- 
versity 1972-78; Professor of 
Chemistry, University of Chica- 
go. 1978-97, Chairman of De- 
partment 1992-97; three times 
married (two sons); died Michi- 
gan 23 June 1997. 




Peter 

Cranwell 


Peter Cranwell, the sbow- 
h wem^emr e p reneiir.wasbe- 
Keyed to have died oo 12 July, 
WBCrfringAustiaBabeatHn^and 
at cricket. It fe thought be bad 
a heart aaack^^Fngbnd tost 

Boro of a theatrical fomfly in 
1925, he was "on stitte” m as 
disguise or another for most of 
his -fife. A stint in provincial 
repertory was followed by 
manor nries in Hollywood, in- 
dudfag the television series The 
U ntouchabl es. He was well Kked 
by writers and actors, and his 
contacts led him into thea tric al 
production in Los Angeles. La 
Ronde, Genet’s The Blacks and 
Witness for the Prosecution es- 
tablished bis name among the 
cognoscenti is Hollywood. 

Moving bade to Europe in the 
Sixties, he became execu tive pio- 
docerm American co-prodaction 
deals. He raised $20m for a 
series of feature films for 
MGM/US using US tax-efficient 
partnerships which became a 
model for many American 


No number-crunching: Burdett remained racognisabty an EngBshmsn despite Ms 19 years in Cfafcags 


Ron Berry 



Nostalgia for the pit Bony tried 
to recreate ‘a happier Rhondda’ 


For those who thought that, af- 
ter How Green Was My Valley, 
the novel of Welsh proletarian 
life was exhausted, the work of 
Ron Berry came as something 
of a surprise. 

Although he did not have the 
lyrical gins of Richard Llew- 
ellyn, nor the power to create 
a powerful myth about the loss 
of Eden after the discovery of 
coal in the South Wiles valleys. 
Berry was able to draw a more 
authentic picture of woriting- 
dass life because he was boro 
into it and never left ft. His six 
novels are testimony to his 
deep sympathy with a way of 
life which, now that only one 
of the region's pits remains, 
has virtually come to an end 
and will soon pass from living 
memory. ■ 

He was born a miner's son in 
1920 at Blacn-cwra, which, as its 
name implies, is at the top end 
of the Rhondda Fawr, perhaps 
the most famous of all the coal- 
bearing valleys of South Wiles. 


pits until the outbreak of the 
Second World War, during 
which he served in both the 
Army and the Merchant Navy. 

He also played soccer for 
Swansea Tbwn and, “thick-set, 

S o-toed, and peasant- 
", took up boxing for a 
while, & sport celebrated in his 
penultimate novel. So Long, 
Hector Bebb (1970), which is 
unusual in that its narrative 
consists of a series of interior 
monologues which are as 
sensitive as they are menacing. 

Ron Berry began writing af- 
ter spending a year at Co leg 
Harlech, “the College of the 
Second Chance”, the reriden- 
tial college for adult students at 
Harlech in North ^feles, where 
he read avidly and honed his 
left-wing political views in end- 
less argument with staff and 
fellow-students. He was to re- 
main profoundly suspicious of 
academic exegesis, particularly 
of the novel, but was able to 
hold his own in any discussion 
of the genre. His gruff manner 
and sometimes contentious 


views enlivened the correspon- 
dence which he kept up with 
a wide circle of mends and 
acquaintances. 

The Rhondda of Ron Betty's 
novels is unlike that of any 
other novelist: it is economically 
more prosperous (before the 
closing of the mines), its peo- 
ple more sophisticated and 
more hedonistic, less concerned 
with politics and religion than 
those in the stories of, say, 
Rhys Davies or Gwyn Thomas. 
The main characters in his first 
novel. Hunters and Hunted 
(i960), are feckless and main- 
ly concerned with boozing, 
women and drawing the dole. 
In Travelling Loaded (1963) he 
describes the picaresque ad- 
ventures of men who work inn 
steelworks during the winter 
and spend the summer living 
rough in the countryside. 

Ron Beny once told me that 
be was trying to recreate “a hap- 
pier Rhondda” than the one 
conventionally portrayed in the 
many novels which have taken 
the valleys as their background. 


His concern that the old com- 
munal values were beginning to 
wither was first expressed in The 
Full-Time Amateur (1966), in 
which social change proceeds 
apace as the affluent working 
c&ss buy cars and tdevisian, go 
to bingo and take holidays 
abroad. 

He saw himself as their 
chronicler, lovingly but some- 
times caustically recording 
“what remains of the past” be- 
fore “it sputters out as garbled 
memory”. This threnody for a 
doomed way of life found its 
fullest expression, in Flame and 
Slag (1968), a novel based on his 
journal of a dying miner, whose 
poignant recollection of the 
old Rhondda is used as counter- 
point to the brash rootlessness 
. and incomprehension of his 
children. 

In Ron Berry’s novels the 
working class, for all their short- 
comings, adapt, survive and 
eventually thrive in their new 
conditions, so that his work is 
more a warm-hearted affirma- 
tion of his belief in them than 


Joshua, the hero of This Bygone 
(1996), his last ncwri, is declared- 
redundant it looks like the end 
of him and the community of 
MoeL 

This novel contains what will 
almost certainly be the last nos- 
talgic look by a writer with 
first-hand experience of the 
mines at the industry winch, 
more than any other, went to 
the making of South Wales. 
More than anything. Dewi miss- 
es “the togetherness of men 
underground, the bonding, 
walking the main, old blqkes in 
on the double-parting dis- 
cussing Moel Fjrhang e events 
. . . butties and mates settling 
down for grub at U o’clock, 
blokes queuing to fhe lamp- 
roQOY and collier-bays. chin-. 

Despite tire fact that five of 
his books were published in 
London by such reputable 
firms as Hutchinson, W.H. 
Allen and Macmillan, Ron 
Berry was neglected tty metro- 


politan critics and, in Wales, it 
was only on the appearance of 
his last novel that he attracted 
modi attention. This general 
indifference to his. work took 
its toll and, together with the 
ar thritic w hich plagned him for 
more than 30 yeara, was large- 
ly responsible for his rather 
sour attitude to critics and aca- 
demics. Usually unemployed 
and often short of money, be 
spent a good deal of his time in 
fly-fishing and bird w atching . 
Due of hisbooks was about the 
return of the peregrine falcon 
to his beloved Rhondda. I 
HiS finan cial difficulties | 
were partially relieved in the 
19705 when a number of his 
friends woe instrumental in ob- , 
taming a GSriHjftjgiMSfon for ( 

■" , 

Mek: Stephens 

Ronald Anthony Berry novelist: 
bomBIaen-cwm. Glamorgan 23 
February 1920; married Rene 
Jones (two sons, three daughters); 
died Pontypridd, Mid Glamorgan 
16 Jufy 1997. 


In tbs early Seventies he 
travelled, m ak in g a fortune in 
Italian pipelines and oil leases. 
Going back into show busi- 
ness, he produced a series of 
musical disasters. Financially in- 
sotoeM, be returned to business. 

the Picasso 
on the King's Road, Chelsea, a 
restaurant popular with show- 
business refugees, whose ca- 
pacity for cappuccino and 
bullshitting was legendary. 

When he came up with the 
idea of making a musical out of 

The Great Gatsby. his pitch and 
CVwereutesistibte. He had even 
formed a financial committee to 
rase the money'. It was headed 

foe BoJuriofBrittt Fflm Dis- 
tributors, an ex-producer of 
nature films, a defrocked mer- 
chant banker and several punters 
from the Picasso: the producer 


Maurice Roche 


Tb be bora on the Day of the 
Dead might seem to presage a 
gloomy future. Maurice Roche, 
unique among contemporary 
ftench writers, wbo was bom on 
that fatidic date, refused to ac- 
knowledge the coincidence as 
an omen of catastrophe. 

He spent much of his life 
making a mock of mortality. H& 
irreverent spirit took a macabre 
delight in deriding those who 
took death seriously. He would 
quote “The Latest Decalogue" 
by that disabused Victorian 
Arthur Hugh Dough, with 
whom be hadnrach in common: 

Thou shall not UQ; hot needs! not 
strive 

Officiously to keep alive. 

Derision was his only defence 
against a life he despised. 


Roche spent the war as a stu- 
dent in Lyons, then moved to 
ftuis to start work as a journalist 
onCeStrir (1946-48). Like al- 
most every young man with lit- 
erary leanings, be founded a 
short-lived magazine. Elements, 
in 1931. He did some reporting 
for various journals, and con- 
tributed to reviews both Bench 
and foreign. 

His first book, Monteverdi 
(1960), was the first to be pub- 
lished in French on that divine 
composer. In the same year he 
composed music for the poems 
of Henri Plchette’s Epiphanies, 
the first of Roche's many 
ventures into song and opera. 

He made his mark in 1966 
with a very original first novel. 
Compact, which Phffippe SoOexs 


brought to the attention of 
SeuiL It was published in his 
“TfelQueT series, fit a preface 
Sollers praises its liberty of 
form, its grim humour, its 
amused indmerence to what are 
usually considered serious mat- 
ters: disease, pain, loneliness 
and death itself Recently, it was 
sumptuously re-edited by Tris- 
tram respecting all Roche’s 
typographical eccentricities, and 
in seven colours, a different 
colour for each of the seven 
voices. Yet Roche never be- 
longed to the “Tfel Quel” group 
or the creators of the nouveau 
roman. He remained an excep- 
tion, almost an outrider, on- 
classifiable. 

Circus (1972V Codex (1974) 
and Optra bouffe (1975) are no- 


table for their witty subver- 
sions of language and literary 
form, and belong to the tradi- 
tion of Sterne, Rabelais, Jariy, 
Queneau and Jules Remains. 
They are composed of almost 
random fragments and short 
sequences, aphorisms, parox- 
ysmal phrases and absurd black 
melodramatic interventions. 
Roche's gay obsession with 
death and dying made some 
readers feel distinctly uncom- 
fortable, as did succeeding tides 
\ikeMacabri,outriamphedela 
haute intelligence (1979), Testa- 
ment aaAbmadieMibae (both 
1980), and especially Je ne 
vtds pas bien mats ilfaut tptefy 
aWe fTm Not Feeling Very 
Well But HI Just Have Tb Get 
On With It^, which in 1987 won 


the Grand Prix de rHumour 
Noir. 

The first section , of this 
grotesque gallimaufry is very 
. topical because it introduces a 
racing cydist in the Tbur de 
France who specialises in con- 
art. la montre record-breaking 
and is nicknamed “Le 011000 ” 
by the sporting press. It starts: 

He was before his tune which was 
very short, short as eternal oblivion 


of his ashes were collected in a 
sa nd glass that ran for three minutes 
only. 

InQuin 'a pas vuDieu n'arien 
vu (“He Who Has Not Seen 
God Has Seen Nothing” -a sar- 
castic title from 1990), be writes: 
“I wasn’t bora in those days, but 
now I’m catching up with my- 


self.” He attacks hospitals and 
the medical profession with 
light-hearted bitterness: “In die 
science of medicine’s present 
state - and given your own - it 
is possible to estimate (barring 
accidents) foe exact time of 
your approaching demise*’ - 
another topical quote. 

In Jenevttis pas bien mars U 
foul que j)> cdUe he continues in 
foe same vein: 

r live death at every moment. I get 
the feeling I came into this world wztfc 
death on the brain ... In our fami- 
ly, ever since the remotest antiqui- 
ty, we have kepi up foe custom of 
passing away so many time*, it has 
become hereditary. 

And: 

One should first of s& die, then 
begin to live - but why live anyhow? 


After frantic phone calls back 
and forth from London to Hol- 
lywood to New York, his solic- 
itor suggested that there would 
be trouble getting the rights. 
Cranwell showed up at Grou- 
cho’s to explain to the produc- 
er, who was enjoying a very dry 
Martini with his initial cut out 
in the lemon peeL Anticipating 
a long explanation, he asked 
Cranwell if he should order an- 
other Martini. *Td make it a 
double if I were you,” said he. 


Maurice Roche was a prose 
writer of great ingenuity and 
charm, with a love of abstruse 
word-pity that makes him al- 
most untranslatable, and despite I 
the lifelong dueffing with death, | 

foil of sour puckish humour that 
sometimes makes one wince, 
then giggle helplessly. Like all 
hue farceurs, he was deadly 
serious. 

InMaladteMSodie he wrote: 
“Is tiie pain going away, or am 
I just getting used to itr* Not a 
bad joke for the Day of the , 
Dead. 

1 

James Kirkup 

Maurice Roche, writer: bom 
Clermont-Ferrand, France 2 No- 
vember 1924; died Sivres, France 
19 Jufy 1997 



Cnmvel: irresistible > ( 

The musical dkJn’t get aff the \ 
ground, but my admiration for 1 
his ability to pitch a deal devel- ! 
oped into a friendship 1 was j 
proud of. His last year was spent 1 
m writing a memoir, in the style • 
of Damon Runyon, of his asso- ) 
riafion with the con men of the 
white coflarworid and the imt so 
guttering prizes of show business. 

Peter Cranwell bad over 43 
yeais of psychoanalysis. He nev- 


he couldn't make the right deal 

Jiylandesaun 

Peter Cranwed, t he at rica l pro- 
ducer. bom London 21 Juiy 1925; 
died London cllJuhr 1997. 


HamishNicol claimed a world ary by i 
altitude singing record on return July]. He 
from his last walking tour in tenor pa 


hen Venables, 11 
been practising the 


Hamish Nicol 


its having been done before and about This had happened be- 
nobody was ever likely to do it rouse going cm the walking tour 


i trim to rates en 


disqualify him from taking part tape player, to 1 
in the concert To avoid that, he whilst walking. 


tape player, to rehearse his part 


from his last walking tour in teuor part of Bruckner's F mi- again. Fourteen thousand had roused him to miss enough re- arranged to take along a specially He then sang successfully in 
Nepal, writes Dr R. D. Morgan nor Mass at a height of 13,002ft, proved impossible, because hearsals of the Stratford Choc- prepared instructional tape; this the concert on foe evening at his 

Williams (further to the obitu- and said he had never heard of there wasn't enough oxygen al Society’s preparations to enabled him, with the aid of a return to Stratford. 


Sir David Pifotado, civD servant 
died 9 July, aged 84. Principal 
Private Secretary fo Dement 
Attlee while Prime Munster in 
1951 and Anthony Eden in 
1955, and Joint Principal Private 
Secretary, with Sir John Col- 
ville, to Sir Winston Churchill, 


1951-55. Comptroller and Au- 
ditor-General 1971-76. 
Professor Kenneth Haleg histo- 
rian, (fed 2 July, aged 77. Author 
of 37a* First Eari of Shaftesbury 
(1968), The Dutch in the 17ih 
Century (1972) and Politics in the 
Reign ofChariesU (1985). 


Birthdays 

MrZabcer Abbas, cricketer. 50; Mr 
Jobs Ambler, vice-president, Tfexa- 
co. 63; Mr Robert Bauman, ebatr- 
toan. British Aerospace, 6fic Baroness 
Blaich. Tanner government minister. 
60; Mr Julias Brazier MP, 44; Miss 
Lynda Carter, actress and singer, 46; 
Sir Trevor Chinn, chairman and 
chief executive. Lot Service, 62; Mr 
Anthony Caiman MP, 54; Mr Robin 
Cutler. 'former Director-General, 
Forestry Commission, 63; Lord Dig- 
by, Lord-Lieutenant for Dorset, 73; 
Mr Robert Faraon, composer, 81; Sir 
Edward Fwd, Secretary and Regis- 
trar. foe Order of Merit. 87; M 
Jacques Fourths, rugby player. 50; 
Profe\5or Derek Fraser, vicc-Chao- 
ceDor.Teesade University, 57; Lord 
Hatnhro, chairman. Hambras, 67; Mr 
James Hele. former High Master, St 
Paul's School. 71; Mr Wilfred 
Josephs, composer, 70; Vice- Admi- 
ral Sir David Loram, former Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander, 73; Mr 
Edwin Mirvish, proprietor, the Old 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tta 


Vic, Sy, Mr Les Reed, songwriter, 62; 
Mr Ruggiero Ricci, violinist, 79; Sir 
David Simon (He peer), Minisrer tor 
European Track and Competitive- 
ness, 58; Mr Christopher Smith MP, 
Secretary of State, Department of 
Media, Culture and Sport, 46; Sir 
Colin Southgate, chairman. Thorn 
EMI and PowerCen, 59; Miss Nora 
Swinburne, actress, 95; Professor 
Frank Thistietinvaite, founding Vice- 
Chancellor, East Anglia University, 
S2; Mr Peter Yates, dm director and 
producer, 68. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Alexandre Dumasp^nr (Davy 
de la Pailleteric). author, 1802. 
Deaths: Peter Sellers, actor, 1980. On 
this day: Britain’s first speaking 
dock (TIM) began operating, with 
ihe voice of Jean Cain, 1936. Today 

is the Feast Day of St Baris or Rn- 
raamis, St Christina of Bobcna, St 
Christina foe Astonishing, St Dedan, 
St Gleb or David and St Lewmna. 


Absolute immunity prevented plaintiff taking action in defamation 
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Thylor and anorv Serious Fraad 
Office and ore; Coot of Appeal 

(Lord Justice Kennedy, Lord . 
Justice Mflteti and Sir Brian Neill) 
Z2 Jufy 1997 

A plaintiff was barred, by ab- 
solute immunity from mount- 
ing an action for defamation 
(seed on material winch formed 
part of a criminal investigation. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the plaintiffs’ appeal 
from a decision of Sir Michael 
Davies, sitting as a judge of the 
Queen's Bench Division, or- 
dering thai the plaintiffs’ action 

for defamation be struck out 
against foe defendants, the Se- 
I nous Fraud Office. Katherine 
McKenzie, foe Law Society 
end Nefl Rogexson. 

In 1994 the Serious fraud 
Office was investigating foe 
activities of three men who 
were alleged to have commit- 
ted a serious and complex 
fraud. During the course 01 the 
investigations Ms McKenzie, 


LAW REPORT 

♦ — 

24 July 1997 


an investigating lawyer em- 
ployed by the SFO, wrote to the 
Attorney General of the Isle of 
Man, proposing that the first 
appellant, a solicitor in the 
Isle of Man, be interview e d. It 
had apparently emerged that he 
had invested cheats’ money 
with the alleged fraudsters. 

Also as part of foe investi- 
gation Ms McKenzie and a 
police officer went to see Neil 
Rogerson, a Law Society em- 
ployee, at foe Solidtois Com- 
plaints Bureau. He explained 
how the Compensation Fund 
worked, and its application to 
the fraud inquiry. A file note 
was made, (jimtnal proceed- 
ings had by then been begun 
against two of the men, and foe 
SFQ disdosed to their solidtois 
“unused material” which in- 
cluded foe letter to the Attor- 
ney General and the file note. 


The first appellant was later 
asked by counsel for one of the 
men if he would be prepared to 
assist and he was shown, 
amongst other documents, the 
letter and the file note. He and 
the second plaintiff; a compa- 
ny of which be was managing 
director, commenced the action 
against the respondents alleg- 
ing that the letter and file note 
were defamatory. 

Leo&n Price QC and Julian Knowles 
(Jeffrey Green Russell) Jar the appel- 
lants; Andrew Caldecott QC and 
Cairin Evans (Treasury SoBdtor) far 
the first <md second respondena and 
(Crockers) for the third and fourth 
respondents. 

Lord Justice Kamedy said that 
foe judge bad found that when 
the appellant had been shown 
the documents be bad been 
subject to an implied under- 


taking to foe court, and that it 
would be a breach of- that 
undertaking to use than for 
the purposes of the present 
action. 

Five propositions could be 
extracted from an examina- 
tion of the authorities. What- 
ever the form of action it would 
be barred if it was founded 
upon what a witness had said 

in the witness box, or upon what 

had been said or done in 
preparing the evidence for a tri- 
aL That immuni ty was not, like 
absolute privilege, limited to ac- 
tio ns alleging defamation, but 
applied in criminal cases to any 
form of parasitic litigation 
where foe statement or conduct 
relied upon was part of foe 
process of investigating a crime 
with a view to prosecution. 

Documents seized tty the 
police or other prosecuting au- 


thority during a criminal in- 
vestigation must be treated as 
confidential, their owners be- 
ing entitled to expect that they 
would only be usedfor the spe- 


cific propose for which they had 
been seized. 

In civil proceedings a party 
who obtained discovery was 
required in return to give an 
implied undertaking to the 
court not to use material sup- 
plied in foe course of discovery 
or allow it to be used for any 
purpose other than foe proper 
conduct of foe action in winch 
discovery was obtained. 

When the prosecution dis- 
closed material to foe defence 
in the course of a criminal 
prosecution, whether it were 
used or unused material, the au- 
thorities prior to Mahon vRahn 
(unreported, 23 May 1997) 
were sDent as to whether that 


gave rise to an implied under- 
taking of the kind just referred 

to. 

The first and second propo- 
sitions would be determinative 
of the appeal unless there were 
anything in the Criminal Pro- 
cedure and Investigations Act 
1996 or Mahon v Rahn which 
led to a different view. The Act 
efid not have direct application 
to foe present case because foe 
material parts had not come 
into force until April 1997. 
Mahanv Rnhn was not decisive 
either, because it did not ad- 
dress foe issue of absolute 
immunity. 

- In conformity with foe deci- 
sion in Mahon vRahn, howev- 
er, foe judge’s finding as to foe 
existence of and brea ch of an 
implied andertakmjr could not 
now be sustained, but for foe 
reasons given that had no effect 
on foe outcome of foe appeal. 
The appeal was dismissed. 

Rate O’Hanhra, Barrister 
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the leader page 


Dearing: so much paper, so little inspiration 


Q ? e supply conclude, from read- 

an3 


right through th* «n°Mect!onabfc - indeed, virtually 

V-/ and main report published by Sh shouJci 

Ron Desuing yesterday that he anH w* u m ^ carmn § society” . Of course it 
committee EXS ^teoptmtoaHoftaJentQfcou^ 
.= — v - _*=* unoer higher education needs to be properly 


toppling heaps of paper and a groan- 
ing am of evidence from which they 
never managed to escape. The report 
published yesterday is uninspired, 
pedestrian, and is bound to make some 
readers wonder whether this kind of 


funded. Of course we want to avoid 
nasty pay disputes. But the report reads 
across far too much of its acreage as if 
it is intent on summarising a “politically 
correct” received opinion about higher 


2££ir - * it is so ^ a* 
iwnv tn nr m ,r« oSend anyone that it ends up saying all 


way to prepare for developing radical things to all people 

long-term policy. Certainly the out- It? a greatSw nc 
come m this case » an * *■» . s reat P«y»™ 


come in this cassis an hdjnAfa i ret Rnn“k 1 ? ecause Sir 

c XU S CS ^ D1 “ set Kon is one of the most impressive 

<JU ,5 s ?°. nabIe members of the great andgood to 
S awS° n ?? danm 10 emerge from the civil service id pub- 
j, f . a new com- lie enterprise machine since the end of 

but in the war. He has a fine mind, capable 
?f distflling central issues. It <kSnot 
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biggest single disappointment is that h 
has thrown away a once-in-30-yeais 
opportunity to paint a vivid, com- 
pelling picture of what higher educa- 
tion in Britain could be like in 2020. 

No doubt the authors of the report, 
and Sir Ron in particular, will be dis- 
mayed by this judgement. In some mea- 
sure they w ill be justified. After all, it's 
a big, complex subject Higher education 
is a diverse sector of semi-autonomous 
institutions, and the committee mem, 
bets had only 14 months to consider 
their very wide remit (most of us think 
14 months rather a long time, but let that 
pass). Moreover, when the key propos- 
als are distilled from the document, most 


feel as if such distillation skills have 
been applied successfully here. 

No harm is done by pub lishing huge 
tomes of material: the 6kg compendium 
of information, opinion and options 
gathered by the committee will no 
doubt prove a useful resource for 
higher education policy-makers. But 
surely a primary objective of a report 
like this should be to give incisive guid- 
ance, to lead opinion, to challenge 
assumptions, and to portray an alter- 
native in terms that have significance for 
the people who use this public service? 
Few students or parents will learn 
much about the future of higher edu- 
cation by reading even the summary. 


Still, what does one make of what the 
report suggests? Sir Bon insisted in a 
Radio 4 interview yesterday that the 
issue of future funding options was not 
the main element. Nonsense. That is 
what the argument is all about. 

The view that we need to increase par- 
tiopatkm to 40 per cent or more is incon- 
testable. Moreover, most of that expan- 
sion should indeed be achieved by 
encouraging people (as in Scotland, 
America, or most other advanced West- 
ern nations) to undertake study short of 
a ftiO-blown degree. But the past 10 years 
or so of rapid expansion have severely 
strained the system. Further reductions 


in the cost of educating an average stu- 
dent would in some institutions imperil 
quality. In order to achieve that further 
expansion while maintaining excellence, 
we need to work out a politically accept- 
able way of paying for it We also need 
to establish the principles on which 
such a system must be based. 

The report argues that neither gov- 
ernment (ie, the general taxpayer) nor 
employers can afford the bill, even 
though both are dear beneficiaries. Stu- 
dents should bear the burden, where 
they can. Their earnings are consider- 
ably greater on average than those with- 
out higher education qualifications. 


Quite right but the report suffers from 
a certain disingenuity about who will 
actually end up paying. In many cases, 
where they can afford it. parents will 
pay. Bright, successful graduates, who 
are being eagerly sought by employers, 
will be able to insist that the company 
recruiting them either pays them more 
to enable loan repayment, or gives 
them a golden hello to kiss off the debt 
quickly. A measure of inequity of that 
kind is unavoidable. The important 
thing is that talented people who are 
less well off should not be discouraged, 
nor should they be prevented from 
attending the best universities. This can 
be achieved either by Sir Ron's various 
routes, or the apparently preferred 
route being adopted by the Govern- 
ment Which route you choose depends 
on how much money you want to raise 
for higher education, and how quickly. 

But step back a moment. The very 
phrase "best universities" goes to the 
heart of what this report avoids dis- 
cussing. Any honest vision of the future 
must accept that we are moving 
towards an essentially American -style 
system, in which there are three tiers 
of institution. The first is a kind of Ivy 
League of top-class research and teach- 
ing institutions. Some of those are pon- 
dering whether they will need to levy 
even higher fees. The second tier will 
be, in effect, local universities: in order 
to keep costs down, students will 
increasingly attend a university near 


their home, get a part-time job. and 
diminish the burden on their parents. 
The third tier will be colleges (and this 
is where the next phase of expansion 
must really happen) which teach sub- 
degree level courses, often vocationally 
oriented, often to mature students. 
Nothing is gained from side-stepping 
this description of the future: it is the 
direction in which we are heading, and 
we should be frank and open and 
happy about it. It is part of the business 
of modernising Britain. 

The feeling is 
mutual - for now 

■^Tationwide Building Society voters 
-L\ may or may not have done them- 
selves a service as savers and borrow- 
ers by fending off the “de-muruali.vrs". 
Tune will tell whether the Nationwide 
board and staff manage to outperform 
the former building societies which 
have turned into banks. And time is 
precisely the point: those voters have 
done us all a service by preserving a 
vital element of competition in the 
financial system. Mutuality is not of 
itself preferable. Let’s now see whether 
over the next few years the Nationwide 
can, not having to distribute profits to 
shareholders, offer cheaper mortgages 
or extra benefits to savers. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



Oxford must 
ease pressure 
on students 

Sin 1 had tutorials with Sarah 
Napuk in our first year of Oxford 
(“Family blame Oxford for 
student's death,” 22 July). In one of 
the last conversations I had with 
her, she told me she had been told 
to weak 12 hours a dw. 

1 do not deny that Oxford 
attracts perfectionists and those 
already prone to depression. But 
since such people will always fonn 
a very high parentage of those 
accepted by the university, tutors 
who refuse to recognise that they 
most offer high levels o f-g nppo r t 
reveal die utmost arrogance and 
irresponsibility. 

I do not blame the counselling 
services, but rather the 
unrepresentative exam system and 
the university's refusal to monitor 
or discipline its tutors over their 
slandaras in teaching, or the 
pressure they place upon students, 
or, in some cases, their repeated 
sexual harassment of students. 

For me, Finals were a test of 
stamhurand my short-term 
memory. By the arrival of my 
exams I was unable to eat anything 
but yoghurt or soup. I gained a 2:1 
and not the First I was repeatedly 
told I was capable of. Iflhad not 
been able to win awards from my 
college, 1 would feel that my three 
years of hard work and a final year 
of enormous stress had been totally 
ignored by Oxford. 

In 1999 one of the seven history 
papers will be replaced by 
conmulsory course work. This is 
whouy inadequate. 
SOFHZEDODGEON . 

Oxford 

Sin As a final year undergraduate . 
in French at Eke ter college, 

Oxford, Fd like to offer some 
thoughts on what depresses me 
most as next year's summer exams 
begin to loom. Your article on 
Sarah Napuk, whom I knew all too 
fleetiogty, addresses many issues 
but ultimately offers for too blurred 
a picture. I'm afraid that the city of 
mist and Morse may soak up rather 
1 too easily the vocabulary of “tragic 

wastes” and slip away unchanged. 

In Sarah's subject, history, and in 
my own, the degree that you 
receive after three years is based 
almost entirely on two weeks of 
examinations. You might have 
thought this a little strange in an 
institution that is supposed to 
groom the next generation of 
researchers, where a course-work 
component would seem more 
appropriate a test. 

Yet unlike in virtually every 
other university in the land, course 
work is minimal, optional and in no 
way recommended. Instead, you 

live in dread of that last frantic 

fortnight which has nothing 
whatsoever to do with careful, 
thorough argument and everything 
to do with brash verbal _ 
charlatanism. Any remaining • 
confidence in the system finally 

ebbs away when yob bear how your 
scripts are marked. 

One fellow, a leading English 
critic, recently decided a borderline 



.mowing that your future 

depends on this silliness is not ea^y, 
especially if you are female (the 
percentages repeatedly favour 
male candidates) and if 
expectations are high* 

TIM CHESTERS 
Null 


course structure in which tty die 



the Finals, those examinations 
which test everything learnt over 
the past three to four years,- which 
are effectively a test of memory and 
ability to cram, rather than of real 
knowledge and aptitude. 

On the other hand, modular 
courses, where the examinations 
are taken throughout the course, 
reduce the stress of the final term 
tiy spreading it out over the whole 
course. Modular courses feel more 
rewarding because once a module 
is examined, that part of the course 
is done. This does not mean that 
modular courses are any easier. 
With traditional courses, it is 
possible to get away with doing very 
little until the final term -this is not 
so with modular courses, which 
demand steaefywork throughout, 
all of it counting. 

ALEXMACFIE 
Uonddewi Rhydderch, Gwent 

Sir Academic pressures on 
students at Oxford University are 
indeed unreasonable. There are a 
number of reasons why I would not 
recommend an Oxford education: 
one of them would certainly be the 
way the university’s examinations 
are structured. 

I graduated from Oxford in 1963 
with a Second Class honours 
degree in modern history. For at 
least a decade afterwards I would 
occasionally, on waiting, be 
aknned by a momentary, but very 
real, fear that I had not yet sat my 
Finals. Frankly, I would rather have 
attended a more progressive 
university. 

ROGERHEWELL 

Bath 

SinLong before coming to Oxford 
or Cambridge children are often 
put under great pressure by the 


its and 

their school to do 
academically. 

The sole blame should not rest 
with the university system. Our 
culture prizes success too highly. 
Failure under such circumstances is 
sometimes unendurable. 

HILARY ELLIOTT 
Cambridge 


Sir. It is disappointing to have the 
name of Ian Hyde included in an 
article concerned with student 
suicides FThlent that went to 
waste**, 22 July). 

The Coroner recorded an open 
verdict on Ian Hyde. He was a man 
of great talent and was well on top 
of his academic work and enjoying 
it. He was popular with his 
contemporaries in college, greatly 
liked by his tutors, and strongly 
supported by a loving family, ml of 
whom continue to miss him. He 
enjoyed Oxford. Our grief and his 
memory deserve better respect 
Professor K A McLAUCHLAN. FRS 
Tutor in Chemistry 
Hertford College, Oxford 


Apollo fire 

Sin Your Science Editor is 
mistaken when he states (“Mir 
must wait to take place in hsroiy'’, 
18 July) that “the Apollo 1 module 
caught fire 10 minutes before it was 
due to take off". There was no 
intention for the module to take 
off; the crew were involved in a 
ground-based practice ran. 

COHN ATTENBOROUGH 
Ely, Cambridgeshire 


Carrying the can 
for US in Bosnia 

Sir Doyou remember bow the 
Americans went into Vietnam to 
rescue the good from the bad, to 
stop the fitting, to prevent 
invaders pouring over the dividing 
line of a divided country, and to 
keep the Russians and Chinese 
out? 

And the installing and unseating 
of local rulers, and the elections 
which never earned conviction, and 
the deadlines that kepr going by, 
and the appallingly bad military 
intelligence? And the faith that a 
piece of paper would keep 
everyone safe at the end, when the 
last Americans had been 
helicoptered off the roof of the 
embassy, leaving their friends 
staring disconsolately up? 

Bosnia is beginning to look like a 
more complicated re-run. Not one 
boundary, but many; not one or two 
local rulers, but dozens, and a 
shared language and history with 
but a single thought: to get back to 
the fighting a gain. But this tim e the 
departing American force will 
leave the rest of us - British. 

Ffrench, Italian, Russian -carrying 
a can with an American name on it; 
Dayton. The Bosnian Serbs did not 
really accept Dayton at the time, 
where they were steamrollered. 
And they don't accept It now. And 

rthe 
ns; 

Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states 
will be left as their lifeline, paying 
for more and more American 



weapons to ensure they “keep up 
with the Serbs". They will 
presumably still have with them the 
American firm of mercenaries 
which has been arming and training 
them against the Christians. 
WAYLAND RENNET 
{Lord Rennet) 

House of Lords 
London SW] 


Ludicrous legacy 
of Henry VIII 

Sir. I am at a loss to understand 
why die Rev Peter Hawkins finds it 
curious that Tbny Wright MP, 
should “ridicule the Church of 
England’s position on remarriage 
after divorce*’ (Letters, 21 July). 
The stance taken by the Church of 
England is one which invites 
ridicule from those of us who look 
for just a little logic in an argument. 

While Mr Hawkins is careful to 
draw a distinction between the 
(Roman) Catholic Church in 
England and the established 
Church of England, reference to 
Hemy Vm in the context of the 
present debate over a possible 
remarriage of the Prince of 'Whies is 
far from ludicrous. 

Mr Hawkins would do well to 
remember that the title Defender 
of the Faith was bestowed on 
Henry VIII by the Pope in Rome, 
for his defence of the doctrines of 
the Roman Catholic Church 
against the “heresies’* of Martin 
Luther - many of which now 
inform the beliefs of the 
mainstream “Protestant" churches 
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including the Church of England. 

The Doctrine of Papal 
Supremacy, central to the Faith, 
brought to England by 
St Augustine, was ably defended by 
Henry VIII until adherence to it 
became personally and politically 
inconvenient. 

1 find it more than a little curious 
that 500 years after Henry VIITs 
act of political expediency the 
church, monarchy and Parliament 
in this country can find themselves 
tied in knots debating the fitness or 
otherwise of the heir apparent to 
inherit a title which must have lost 
any meaning at the point when the 
Church of England came into 
being. 

Accepting for the purpose of this 
argument that the tide retained any 
form or substance following the 
excommunication, or death, of its 
original holder, there can be 
nothing inconsistent in any of bis 
heirs or successors following his 
example and accepting it on the 
basis that it is short for ‘Defender 
of those tenets of the Faith that 1 
may, from time to time, find it 
convenient to uphold". 

ROSEMARY WATSON 
Walsham he Willows, 

Suffolk 


Moth on the Tube 

Sir The moth that E C Bradley saw 
on the underground recently " 
(Letters, 21 July) sounds like a 
Cinnabar moth. 

Found in meadows and 
wasteland, they appear May to 
July. Twenty five years ago there 
were a large number on a certain 
spot between Lynsied and 
Doddington in Kent. 

HELEN SYKES 
Ashdorx, Essex 


Turn a deaf ear 
to beggars 

Sir Being profoundly deaf myself. 1 
read your report of the plight of the 
deaf and mute Mexicans who were 
lured to New York and pressed into 
begging gangs ( ‘‘Slaves of New 
York freed", 21 July). I assumed it 
couldn’t happen here: I attributed 
it to an exploitative and violent 
culture of a socially backward 
country. 

However, two days later. I was 
having afternoon tea in a cafe in 
central London, close to Oxford 
Circus, when an individual entered 
the premises and started handing 
out plastic jewelleiy and a note to 
people at each table. The gist of the 
note was, “I am unable to speak 
and hear in a world of voices and 
music; please generously buy this 
trinket." I challenged him with my 
best (and angiy) British Sign 
Language and he muttered “Don’t 
talk" ana slunk off. 

Please do not be taken in by • 
these people. Please do not give • 
them any money. They are not deaf 
or representative of the deaf. They 
exploit people’s pity and prejudice 
(deaf people are, in the main, as 
educated, articulate and 
employable as their hearing peers) 
and damage all that has been 
achieved by the deaf community in 
the last 20 years - including 
stamping out this practice. 

JOHN CONNORS 
London NW11 


Chequed out by 
Sainsbury’s 

Sin It is not- only cheques that lake 
time to clear in this modern age 
(Letters. 21 July). I have recently 
opened an account with Sainsbury’s 
bank. 

I don't have a chequebook, but 
can transfer money from the 
Samsbuiy's account to a nominated 
bank account. I can only transfer 
money to that one account, and the 
transfer is arranged over the 
telephone. In spite of this, and the 
fact that the transfer is a purely 
electronic one between the banks it 
still takes four working days for me 
to regain access to my money. 

Into what limbo does it foil 
during this time when, apparently, 
□either institution is in possession 
of it - and neither am I? 

G R A FLETCHER 
Hading Island, 

Hampshire 

Governors in 
disguise 

Sin 'With a parliament for 
Scotland and an assembly for 
Wales on offer this September, 
what of England? Except for talk 
of future regional authorities, no 
referendum there. 

For with a parliament exclusively 
for the English, the “West Lothian 
Question" would not arise. So, is it 
that the government of England 
already sits in London - albeit 
clothed in the guise of the UK 
parliament? 

DAVID PAYNE 
Cardiff 


Royal prison 

Sir. May 1 suggest a solution to the 
disposal of the royal yacht 
Britannia. It would be ideal for 
converting to a floating prison, for 
the better class of prisoner, of 
course. 

HILDA CARTER 
Blaenannerch, 

Dyfed 
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what does it 


all mean? 


Tetedildonies, affluenza, kidult . . . Some of the 
additions to the Oxford dictionary are truly 
baffling: William Hartston tries to decide 
what they tell us about life in the Nineties 


H e swills lager and 
eats in Indian 
restaurants; she 
reads Mills & Boon 
and buys her 
frocks at Laura Ashley, and they 
both get about on RoUerblades. 
That, at any rate, is the picture 
that emerges of the average 
British couple of the Nineties 
from the new volume in the 
Oxford English Dictionary 
Additions Series (OUP, £30). 
With garam masala, karma , 
bhaji, Madras curry all washed 
down with a glass of lassL, it 
looks as though the compilers 
have dedded that Indian food 
is here to stay. Since Qooima 
was first spotted in 1832, and its 
present spelling dates back at 
least untO 1960, this is dearly a 
dish our lexicographers have 
been chewing over for some 
time. Even so, it has done bet- 
ter than Lymeswold, the ill- 
fated English btae cheese which 
was withdrawn from sale in 
1992 and only now makes its 
posthumous entry in the pages 
of the dictionary. Another thing 
that went out in 1992 was nine- 
teen ninety-two (which the dic- 
tionary helpfully teOs us is “usu. 
written 1992”). It was used to 
designate the implications of 
the creation of a single Euro- 
pean market and did not arrive 
until 1993 anyway. 

The chaps at Oxford do seem 
to take their cheese very seri- 
ously, with Cambozola also 


making its first appearance, 
but you cannot help feeling 
that they do not realty like the 
stuff when you read their entry 
for mascarpone . Apparently, 
the word derives (according to 
C Battisti’s Dttionaria Etmo- 
logico Italiano III, 1975) from 
the Latin manuscarpere, “to 
take in the hand, to mastur- 
bate’'. A comparison is sug- 
gested with die Southern Ital- 
ian phrase far ricotta ‘'to 
masturbate”, (literally, “to 
make ricotta”). Perhaps it is 
better to stick to English foods, 
though the compilers seem also 
to have been unduty cautious 
about Lancashire hot-pot (“a 
dish of meat, onion and potato, 
resembling Irish stew”) which 
finaity claims its place 99 years 
after its first dtation. 

Back with our hypothetical 
couple, her Laura Ashleyish 
and Mills and Boony tastes 
hardly give her the cred of a 
tree Essex girl. She is probably 
a bit of a bom-again happy- 
clappy in her spare time. 
Hardly the sort of bodacious 
object to induce a feelgood fac- 
tor in our lager lout's dreams. 
No wonder that the Oxford lex- 
icographers have decided to 
add another definition to those 
already e xisting for the word* 
marriage. It is now also “an 
antique object assembled from 
components differing in prove- 
nance, date, etc”. 

While there is no surprise at 
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seeing such neologisms as 
chaotogy, post-structuralism, 
logon, e-mail and cyberspace 
claiming their places in the dic- 
tionary, there is a Iso a large 
number of entries which have 
evidently been around for a 
long time (often in medical 
text-books) but which have onty 
now been deemed worthy of 
reaching a wider audience. 
Since we are all so *nnrh more 
comfortable nowadays with 
talking about our formerly vulg. 
bodily parts, we are permitted 
at last to gaze upon the words 
anococcygeal, anogenita l and 
anorectal (whose first citations 
date back to 1881, 1909 and 
1884 respectively) without feel- 
ing guilty. Of the other words 
-beginning with “ano”, itis good 
to see anorak listed with its 
modern meaning. “ slang 
(derog.) A boring, studious or 
socially inept young person.” 
This is evidently more derog. 
than train-spotter which is “a' 
person who enthusiastically 
studies the minutiae of any 
subject; a collector of trivial 
information”. 

I have always wondered, inci- 
dentally, how lexicographers 
dedded whether something is 
“derog." or “usu. derog”. I am 
reminded of a recent dictionary 
of American slang which listed 
the phrase “bald-headed- 
chicken-fucker” as “usu. 
derog”. In the new Oxford 
volume, the onty usu. derog. 


f* fiL 


TV 


non I have so for found 


is fag hag. 

Quite apart from the new 
words, h is good to see so many 
old words making a comeback. 
There is a splendid sense of lex- 
icographical anachronism see- 
ing the ancient Molly-house (a 
public house, tavern or private 
house used as a meeting place 
by homosexual men) and fly girl 
■ (a lewd or sexually promiscuous 
young women, esp. a prostitute) 
jostling for space alongside 
Stella Gibbons’s 1932 invention 
of moUodang (having sexual 
intercourse) and the modem 
bodice-ripper (daring back to 
1980) and G-spol (1982). 

ferhaps (he most up-to-date 
reference of all however, 
comes under the word 
“labour”, where we are told: 
“Delete Now rare and add later 
examples.” They are talking, of 
course, about the verb “to 
labour”. 

All in all it is a jolly good 
read, and it is good to see 
kmkify finally gaining its place 
more than 40 years after Web- 
ster put it in his dictionary, but 
with mod-fall andsqueefxe ban- 
dit in, and mad rage still wait- 
ing on the. pavement, and so 
many old words included 
through an apparent change of 
policy, this will be a disap- 
pointment to anyone looking 
primarily for a snapshot of our 
language in the late 1990s. 
Here, however, is a selection of 
words that do add up to a fair 
summary of our times: 


Forty words of our time 


a fflu e nt* : a psychological 
malaise of the rich, 
inducing symptoms of guilt 
and isolation. 


dectrcHtystagmograpliy: 
measuring eye movements 
through electrical activity in 
the brain as a diagnostic 
tooL 


y- • •: ' 


afiterate: able to read, but 
unwilling to do so. 


bgctanfostegfaDcrepe: a 
stable form of carbon 
whose 60 carbon atoms 
form a structure similar to 
the geodesic dome of the. 
architect: Buckminster 
Fuller. . 


footbaQene: droughty • • :i" 
spherical structure formed 
tty 12 pentagons and 20 
hexagons -rather like a • 
football . 


Ubens a soccer player who 
ranges across tire field as a 
■' last fine of defence. 


bypercant in the 1970s, a 
trick playing card for 
magicians; in the late 80s, a 
combination database and 
A1 tool for computing. 


a machine used 
aaan afcfoiative to invasive 
surgeiy to generate 
ah 993 imd waves and focus 
them dn a chosen site in 
the body. 


contragestion: form of birth 
control effected after . 
fertilization. . .-jj. .. . 

cryolites: deep-freezing the 
bodies of the dead in the 
hope of nn freezing when a 
cure was been found for 
whatever killed them. 


ltidnlt: television programme 
or film intended to appeal 
to all ages. 


magalogne: a promotional 
catalogue designed to 
• . resemble a glossy 
magazine. 


lagerpbooe: a percussion _ : 
instrument consisting of 
beer-bottle tops jangled on 
a long pole. 


maldeploxnMnti meffideut 
. deployment of manpower 
or resources. • 


aka: an earthquake 

v* ; 


daisy chain: a group of 
dealers who agree to trade 
amongst themselves in a 
commodity (usually crude 
oil) to inflate the price. 


lat spread: a body-buildmg 
pose in which the latissimus 
dorsi muscles are stretched. 


mechatronics: a combination 
' of mechanical engineering 
and electronics (especially 
with reference to Japan). 


dene£ to sell a book at a price 
lower than that fixed under 
. the Net Book Agreement. 


laogben a game (especially 
baseball) so easily won as 
to be absurd- . 


mediagenic popular with the 
mass media. 


dinotnrbation: disturbance of 
layers of sediment by 
dinosaur trampling. 


leaderese: originally a jocular 
name for Margaret 
Thatcher, now any female 
leader, especially a . 
formidable one. 


mellowspeaJc Bland language 
- -associated with 
psychotherapy and New 
Age philosophy. 


edutainment: educational 
entertainment. 


texjgram: a set of symbols 
representing words, 
especially those used in the 


meme: a self-replicating 
element of culture, passed 
on fcy imitation. 


me-too: used of a product 


.will 1 


'!*? 


# 1 


(especially pharmaceutical) 
designed to emulate 
an other which has already . 
been commercially 
successful. 


mOliprobe: an instrument for 
analy sing small amounts of 
material. 


Ossfc in post-rcunification 


S$c in pUM-l'-lULUiw*uvu 

Germany, a citizen of the 
former German 


former German 
Democratic Republic. 


paintball: a war-game in 
which participants fire balls 
of bright paint at each 
other. One stain and you're 
dead. 


acquisition by Chimpanzees. 


plod own: a system formerly 
operated in certain 
children’s homes whereby 
children considered difficult 
to deail with were placed in 
solitary confinement for 
long periods. 


tetedfldontes: the proposed 
use of virtual realty to 
mediate sexual interaction 
between computer users 
operating in different 
places. 


terafiop: a unit of computing 
speed equal to 1000 
gigaflops. 


terraforming transforming a 
planet into one sufficiently 
similar to Earth to support 
terrestrial life. 


trophy wife a wife regarded 
as a status symbol for a 


as a status symbol foi 
(usually older) 


Wessfc in post-reunification 
Germany, a citizen of the 
former Federal Republic of 
Germany. 


zaiteeb: investment by a 
company in financial 
markets as a means of 
boosting its earnings. 


flribtt 


% "-i. - •* 


zonfc a style of popular music 
from the French Antilles 

S haracterisc<1 by a stron e 
fast beat. 


The Booker that’s stranger than fiction “ 


B eginning today! 

Exclusive extracts from 
this year’s Booker 
Prize Novell And it's not the 
Booker Prize wianer we’re 


talking about - oh no, it’s the 
worid% first ever novel about 


the Booker Prize! 

Novels on the Booker 
short list may be worthy and 
serious and respectable, but 
this one’s different! It’s 
about the murky, power-mad 
world of the Booker Prize 
itself, so it's got to be - 
exciting and raunchy and 
thrilling and, dare I say it, 
sexy! 

So here we go then with 
the opening extract from The 
Bade for the Booker by 
Arnold Feeney. Hold your 
seats! 

“Giulia?” snarled Lord 
Booker into the intercom. 
“Get me Bragg on the 
phone. And make it snappy!” 

“There’s no need to sntui 
into the Intercom," said 
Giulia coolly. “I’m right here 
in the room with you." 

Lord Booker slammed the 
phone down and looked up 
m some surprise to see 
Giulia standing over hzm. 

She was a tall imposing 
yo ung woman of whom Lord 


Booker might have stood in 
awe if he ever had time to 
stand. But when you are the 
head of a huge international 
company and also trying to 
improve your public states by 
running prestigious literary 
prizes named after yourself, 
you don’t waste time on 
young women, no matter 
how tall or imperious. 

“And have you got Bragg - 
on the phone yet?” said Lord 
Booker, still in snarling 
mode. 

“What’s it about?” said 
Giulia. 

“It's about the Booker 
Prize,” said Lord Booker. 
“I'm taking it away from the 
BBC and giving h to 
Channel 4.” 

“Are you indeed V said 
Giulia, looking down at Lord 
Booker. “I didn’t even know 
that Channel 4 had written a 
novel” 

There was a pause. Was 
Giulia making fun of him ? 

Lord Booker had many 
talents, but knowing when he 
was being made fun of was 
not one of them. After all, 
when ^fou are the head of a 
huge international company 
and have a literary prize 
named after yourself, you 




Miles 

Kington 


don't really expect people to 
make fun of you. 

Least of all the BBC 

“I get the feeling that the 
BBC has been taking the 
mickey out of me these last 
couple of years,” said Lord 
Booker heavily. “They keep 
getting these judges, like 
Germaine Greer and 
Howard Jacobson, who 
actually criticise all the books 
on the list Say they're 
unreadable and pretentious. 
Make fon of them. In 
publicT 

“As a matter of fact, have 
you read any of the books on 


the last two short lists, sir?” 
enquired Giulia smoothly. 

“Fve tried a couple,” 
grumbled Lord Booker, “but 
I couldn’t get for. Too bloody 
pretentious and unreadable. 
Anyway, that’s not the point 
The point is to get Bragg on 
the phone and ask him if 
he’ll take over the 
presentation. Or perhaps we 
ought to get Bin on the 
phone first.” 

“Bert who?” inquired 
Giulia. 

“No, no, get Bragg first,” 
said Lord Booker, better set 
up the new chamwaq before 
we shoot the old one.” 


Giulia paused for a 
ament before she lei 


moment before she left the 
room, so that we have a 
chance to describe her in 
more detail 
If this novel were being 
written by a man, we would 
say that she had slim hips 
and fuH imperious breasts. 

Il however, this were being 

written by a female novelist, 
we would know that physical 
attributes attractive to foe 
petty lusts of men do not 

necessarily tell you much 
about character, so we would 
amply record that Giulia had 
a look about her which told 


you that she knew much 
more about men than men 
would wish her to know 
about them - if they noticed, 

which is doubtful 

As, however, this novel is 
bemg written by a Post- 
Modernist committee of two 

men and two women 
masquerading as Arnold 

Feeney, we shall say font 
everything about Giulia was 
ambivalent. Even her name 
was ambivalent ... 

A reader writes: What's 

‘Wtiwafenf about her name* 
Feeney writes: 
well her real name is Julia, 
but she chose to spell it foe 

sexy Italian way. 

A reader writes: That's 
nonsense. You can't spell the 
sane name in two different 


---*£» 
- i 


-v— 

Arnold Feeney writes: Of 
you can. I have . 
abjady spelt one word two 
different ways In this novel 
and you never noticed that 

™7&r a,oh - imh? 

ur Arnold Feeney writes: 
Inquire” and “enquire” 
Blimey, so you fane. 
TbwM OK carry on! 

^ More of this Post- 
Modernist thriller tomorrow. 
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must save 



marriages 


otcha! Or so the Daily 
Mail thought The Lord 


(-X* Chancellor, it. reported, 
has thrown his weight behind a 
^government' initiative to 
W. Strengthen marriage: “And this 
from a man who famously ‘stole 1 
the wife of a cabinet colleague, 

Donald Dewar." What's more, 
this pro-marriage initiative is 
revealed in a week when Clare 
Short . oh, forget it 

Well, is it a Back to Basics 
fiasco an over again? Not quite. 

It wasn’t Lord Irvine’s initiative 
at alt In all the pre-election 
noise of mid-March, ' an 
announcement from the then 
Lord Chancellor went entirely 
-unrepottecL In almost his final 
act. Lord Madcay banded out 
£500,000 to 13 pflot projects 
“with the potential to reduce the 
incidence of marriage break- 
down ... I am confident that all 
of them will make valuable and 
positive contributions.'’ 

£ His curious choice of mar- 
riage-saving projects includes 
some that are distinctly bizarre. 

Tike, for example, the grant to 
“A media campaign to change 
the culture of marriage’’ run by 
a Christian group called Mar- 
riage Resource Media-wise they 
are not (They had not heard of 
Melanie Phillips, whose lone 
voice calls for a moral revolution 
in her every column.) 

I asked the' organiser, 

Richard Kane, what change he 
had in mind. “Oh, a total cul- 
tural shift}” be said with fervour. 

“We’re going to run a campaign to change atti- 
tudes, like the Clunk Click campaign for seal 
belts.” Clunk elide, married in handcuffs? So 
how will they launch this on the media? Then- 
grant is for radio advertisements featuring 
kscenes like these: “He: Darling, I’ll do ill She: 
iXm’t you dare, darling ... He: Oh, but I will 
darling. She: Darling, that is the prize piece 
from our wedding dinner set ... without it the 
collection would be ... (FX smashing sound!) 
... Worthless!!!!. Voice Over: Why the irra- 
tional behayiour? Why is she acting like this? 
What j$ the problem? Is it something he said? 
Is it something he hasn't said?... If you'd like 
to know more about bow to make your mar- 
riage work call 0171 316_.0§Q8 and we'U send 
you a useful Motxnatioh~padk.’ , 

not sujprisingty, tbesmallest audience, 03 per 
cent dfmten^ TliK jnua.heoiie the strangest 
government grants ever. What’s more, Men- 



Pony 

Toynbee 

So far, the 
Government 
has been 
breezily 
free of the 
moralising 
that it toyed 
with before 
the general 
election 


with before the The 

tatkxn with EtsaonTs cn mnumi . 
teriamsm seems to be over, with 
its odour of lace-curtain moral' 
vigilantism.Wbenanothcrbitof 
dirt was flung at Qarc Short last 
weekend, how refreshing that 
official sources simply said “This 
isa private matter" aixl reported 
the Prime Minister .lo he 
“relaxed” about sexual allega- 
tions. “He is yeay tolerant about 
what goes on in people’s private 
■feres providing it does xiot impact 
on their jobs. And that is an end 
to the matter. Apart from a 
stream of abuse from Lynda Lee 
Potter, contrasting oddly with 
her same-breath gushing over 
philandering power-maniac 
James Goldsmith - * 
irresistible, worthy of mi 
respect” - the Qpre Short story 
ditfnotfly because the Govern- 
ment does nor care Blair has no 


on. Does this merih.the death- 
knefl for dufy jomaaGsra? 


nage Resource also won a second grant of 
£75,000, to launch National Marriage Day ~ 
the mind boggles,. Half the grants were given 
to Christian groups, reflecting MackayYown 
Wee Free 'beuefe. 

Some of the projects are eminently sensible 
-a new national helpline run fry Relate, as aH- 
blafak counselling service in Btixtoa by London 
Marriage Guidance and a scheme to tram 
health viators to spot post-natal depressianr and 
marital tension in new mothers. Others are 
hwvell-meaiung but dotty - the Christian group 

** i * p - * nunman ftvp <w w i%laa> itrliA 


do not many in church. (They hadn’t had any 
takers yet when I called, but were leaving 
leaflets in libraries arid Gift! surgeries.) By the 
time Lord Irvine toe* office, these grants had 
been disbursed -so k is hai^yfris^ult. . 

So far, this GoMsraaa&jnt has beeafrrefcnly 


Qfos Smith can stand up at the 
Gay Pride rally, proclaim the 
rigftf of gays to toveorm another 
and dofecra message of support 
from the Prime Munster. Even 
Jack Straw’s critics have had to 
admit there has been not a Gog#-. 
wagging word abbot bad par- 
ents, curfews and squeegee mer- 
dvantsns he gets down to the real 
problems of mnie-and punish- 
. meat. Single mothers have been 
offered bdp instead of abuse. 
Gone is all that Tbsy preadrifying which thinly 
veiled the nakedness of their poEdes; instead of 
family values, wc have a national childcare strat- 
egy (or at least the embryo of one). 

But some relics of the old regime remain. 
Lord Mackay’s quamt view that marriages are 
made in heaven and can be “saved” 1 ike lost 
souls is enshrined in the language of the new 
divorce law, with its paradoxical talk of pre- 
serving family life. This will force all couples 
to attend an “Information Se^ion'* when they 
first sue for divorce. What will that consist of? 
Five trial versions have just begun, testing out 
one-hour sessions. Since the trials are volun- 
tary, -they will only reflect those already 
amenable to advice. This whole new lumber- 
ing apparatus, offering counselling to every 
om?.Bt^er^..^oiqingcquple,xnaytnmmtoaveryeaq>en- 
radio station with, "" sive aad patronising national joke. 

. After aJLhowinanydiwrces-could have been 
“saved" with a spot more information? Would 
a “How ib Make Ybur Marriage Mlforkfmfor- 
mation pack have helped Charles and Diana? 
Would pre-marriage counselling have saved 
Dorothea from Casanbon? Or rescued Albee’s 
George and Martha from one another? Chmk 
Chcktheywere all locked together or “saved” 
as Lord Mackay would have it. 

It’s not that marriage guidance is a waste of 
time - as Relate's long waiting lists testify. 
“bkm-prescriptive'\ Relate doesn’t urge peo- 
ple back into marriage, but often helps them 
separate. The point is how much better they 
feel, not whether more couples stay together. 

- Tiiere is still time to change McKay’s 
divorce law, scrap compulsion and give foe 
money saved to cash-strapped Relate, where 
couples are queueing up to go of their own 
accord. As for compulsion, well, “Come in Mr 
Bhieteaxd, do sit down. Now have you ever 
cemsidercd Marriage Guidance?” 



Cutting edge: Richard Strauss tend a new adefition to the brass section at Bar ri n g ton 


D isingenuous . 

remade of the 
week came from 
Monica Wand of 
Garsmgtan as she 
explained why she felt h 
necessary to mow the grass at 
. 8 O’clock at night, just when 
the orchestra next door was 
g&fing infr> Haydn’s te 
Ptscatrid. “My garden is in the 
NationaTGarden Scheme,” 
she aid. “I always-cut my lawn 
in the evening, as I work fall 
time.” WeD of course you do, 
and an into the night as well, 1 
expect, guided by the fitftd 
ti&tt of glowworms. Aud it’s 
probably from nothiqg more 
than sudden pie de wire that 
Ms Wand directed her 
boyfriend, an orthopaedic 
surgeon, to circle the roof of 
the nearby opera house in his 
light aircraft, just as Gog An 
Tutte was getting underway ... 
And should a procession of 
Irish builders/ bearing Kapgo 
hammers and road dnlls, 
suddenly appear, in the 
gloaming, down the lane that 
separates Ms TCuid's 
handsome Georgian home 
from Gaisington Manor, as 
the three sopranos are doing 
one of the quiet bits of 
Richard Strauss’s Die 
AefMftische Heiena,l expect 
Ms \Vaud will explain that a 
Catholic ruling straight from 
the Vatican forbids them from 
rij g grf ^r np the O rimdsl iire 
greensward before sundown. 

This opera-noise business is 
nonsensical. In casp ypu 
missed the finer points, let me 
recap: South Oxfordshire 
district council is prosecuting 
Garsington Opera (run fay 
Richard Ingrams’s brother 


Leonard) for breaching noise 
levels as laid down by its 
entertainment licence. They 
did the same thing in 1995, 
and (he opera was fined 
£3.000. but the fine was 
overturned by Oxford Crown 
Court, and legal costs of 
£60,000 had to be paid from 
central government funds. The 
difference this time is that 
local residents such as Ms 
Wand have decided on direct 
action: hence the scherzo of 
strimmexs, the Ffymo brass 
section, the cacofonia of 
honking car-horns and the 
clamore sostenuto of sfogfe- 
eogme planes droning 
overhead... 

It’s a bad-tempered dispute 
i in the heart of dvifised, 

! opera-land And, much 
as I tty, I can’t sympathise 
with the lawn-mowing 
tendency. When I was young, 
we lived on Battersea Rise, 
the noisiest bit of the South 
Circular Road. Tb get to sleep 
you had mentally to came to 
shut out the racket caused at 
3am by a dozen Belgian 
juggernauts changing gear as 
they wheezed uphill towards 

thebedroom shake. Whenf 
-.lived in Brook Green, 
-^Hammersmith, Td be woken 



Winterson: book lover 


i St Paul's schoolgirls 
playing tennis in abbreviated 
virginal tunics (or was I 
dreaming?) while the onset of 
nightfall meant the 
saxophonist at No 82 would 
practise the only tune he 
knew, HexbAjpert’s “This 
Guy’s In Love”, although he 

five no^^hicbPare, of 
course, all the same note). In 
Putney, it was the neighbour 
who played her favourite song, 
Minnie Ripperton’s “Loving 
You (Is Easy ’Cause You’re 
Beautiful)” over and over 
again, until you felt like 
throttling her with a pair of 
the late Ms Ripperton's tights. 
In Camberwell, it was the 
Afro-Caribbean rap artiste 
whose snarly vocals blared 
across from next door’s 
window whenever I was dead- 
heading the petunias. These 
days, in neighbourly Dulwich, 
all I have to fear are the late- 
night strains of “The Patriot 


I cannot rest until I am atone 
in the farthermost edge, 
wedge, ledge of the shop, great 
or small, lying along the 



Let’s strengthen the Navy, even at the expense of the Army, argues Christopher Bellamy 
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T he first phase of the Govern- 
ment’s “Strategic Defence 
Review” is nearly complete. 
Never before has Britain conducted a 
top-dbwn review of security poKcy in : 
tbfe way, with the declared aim of reap- 
praising the size and composition of 
}the armed forces to meet foreign pol- 
icy directives -sonw of which 
a matter of choice, A paper setting out 
those objectives, signed by tbe Foreign 
Secretary, Robin Cook .and the 
Defence Secretary, George Robertson, 

wiU shortly go before the Cabinet. The 
Government insists the review is not 
a cuts exercise. But the Defence bud- 
get is unlikely to be increased - and 
even if it is kqpt at its present level, 
hard choices have to be made. 

In an essay, “Britain sounds the 
retreat”, published on 15 April, I 
looked at some of the options. 
Britain's air forces looked faiify safe, 
because of the overwhelming impor- 
tance of air power in every kind of 
: flAeration, from a large-scale war such 
as the Gulf through to humanitarian 
aid, and peacekeeping. Therefore, 
the choice boils down to one between 
maintaining the first-division Anny 
able to fight bigb-intensity war and cut- 
ting the Navy. Or cutting back on the 
Army further and putting more 
emphasis on the maritime dimension. 

Becaure the Army is current^ actively 

involved in Bosnia and Northern Ire- 
land and the Navy, bjy and largs* is pot, 
1 said that i£a choice had to be made, 
the Army had the better case. 

Maybe I was wrot^./njeforeign 
policy objectives emmging from the 
Government’s review* stressing the 
globalisation of society and the need 
to ensure security through diplomatic 
-wans, and- to protect Bntish and 
^European interests worldwide, begin 
to suggest a return to a wMfJJ* 
strategy. Maybe, for Britain and the 
-US/h new maritime era is dawning. ' 


The - new govern- 
ment’s election mani- 
festo leayes it little room 
for manoeuvre. : It 
remains ccmSmkted to 
Trident^- the ultimate 
deterrent against attack 
os these islands with 
nudear or equally horri- 
ble weapons, to cofiec- 
tivc security through an 
enlarged Nato, to Britain 
maintaining its seat on 
the UN Security Coun- 
cil, and thus to playing a 
prominent role in inter- 
national peacekeeping. 

The Eurofighter project, 
like Trident, is exempt 
from the review. 

The new government 
looks as if it wili continue 
to. ensure Britain plays a 
prominent role on the 
world stage - not neces- 
sarily punching “above 
its' wagfeF, as the old . . 
arid overused phrase has it, but “at its 
weight” - which is not inconstteraWe. 
It is dear that, we cannot continue to 
try tb do everything - onfythe Amer: 
icans can. The Defence Review will 



rialise and do what it does-besL 
50 years of the Cold Wu:, the piima- 
pal concern for European countries 
v«®s a fenckdr battle in central Europe. 
Navies and sea-based aircraft were 


the transatlantic sea lines of commu- 
nication nnd to protect the subjnarine- 
bome nuclear strike forces. Now they 
have been freed from the immediate 
threat ef a land invasion. 

Consider the world as it is now and 

as it probably will be in 2Dia The only 
military threat to these j^ands is from 
missfles with nuclear, dwmicalot bio- 
logical warheads fired, by unpre- 


per cent of the planet; it 
is also a wonderful place 
to park concentrated 
slabs of military power. 
But only the Americans 
had the ability to carry 
out this operation. 

Seventy per cent of 
the world’s population 
lives within 100 miles of 
the sea. Navies are par- 
ticularly good at deter- 
ring or coercing people 
without actually shooting 
them or rifling their 
towns and villages with 
soldiers. Navies can 
“poise” offshore for a 
Jong time and provide 
“leverage". The role of 
the US Navy in heading 
off Chinese threats to 
Hawaii in the South 
China Sea is spring last 
year was a dear example 
of modern gunboat 
diplomacy. Navies can 
ceepmg options open and 
signalling resolve. They can match the 
pace and tone of diplomatic activity in 
a unique way. Besides providing visi- 
ble signals and, sometimes, neutral 
venues for talks, warships can also 
threaten to land troops anywhere 
along an extended shoreline. So they 
can tie down disproportionate num- 
bers of land troops - the perfect kind 
of ■‘preventive diplomacy” and “con- 
flict prevention". 

The neutrality of the high seas is 
particularly useful in delicate inter- 
natfcmal situations. Last year, when 
unstable places. Last month . the US wanted to have another go at 
' a brilliant example of what Iraq, the Gulf states closed ranks and 

would not allow attacks from their 
territory. So the Americans launched 
all their strikes from the sea, with 
carrier-based aircraft and cruise 
missiles. 


can. happen. The USS 
40^000-ton amphibious assault ship, 
palled 2,000 foreigners out of Sierra 
Le^ne including the British dipfo- 
maticstafL The sea not onfy covets 70 


HUS Ocean, the new comtoondo carrier Adrian Hughes/RN 


dictable and not always rational dic- 
tators, Trident, to deter the rational, 
■is sea-borne and needs other vessels 
to protect it .The best way of shoot- 
ing down incoming ntisstles, if dete» 
rence fails, is over the sea. A Ballistic 
Missile Defence system, designed to 
. shoot down mesfles fired by me irra- 
tional before they reach these islands, 
is Jikefy to have a strong sea-borne 
component 

Another compulsory task is the 
defence nf British civilians abroad. 
There are currently iOmillion British 
passport-holders living abroad, some 

jo r '~ ' ’ * 


be used for 


Why should Britain speriafise in this 
area? Given our objectives and much of 
our history, it makes sense. If we want 
to make a real contribution to interna- 
tional security in the new world order, 
a maritime contribution would be nxist 
welcome. Very large ships, able to 
lanncbairmfi,cai7ysg^^ 
of troops and rescue lots of people, fit 
in very well with our future security 
objectives. And they are good for jobs. 

If the Strategic Defence Review 
were not underway, newspapers would, 
by now, be reporting the next big 
equipment decision - the replace- 
ment, or not, of Britain’s three small 
aircraft carriers, the 20,000-ton Invin- 
cible class, the first of which was 
launched 20 years ago. The Navy 
would like to replace them wilh some- 
thing bigger - maybe even 40,000 
ions, like the JQsorsage -but notnec- 
essarOy more expensive. The new com- 
mando carrier, HMS Ocean, has been 
built to “commercial standards”, but 
that does not mean it is not robust The 
ending of tbe “gold plating” tradi- 
tionally applied to military equipment 
is likely to be an important factor in 
saving money on future systems. 

If we took the bold decision to 
revert to a more maritime-based strat- 
egy, the Anny would have to be fur- 
ther reduced. With imagination, I 
believe we could preserve tbe British 
Army’s Irani-won expertise in first- 
division warfare, perhaps by reducing 
tbe £lbn-a-year armoured division 
(25,000 troops) in Germany to a 
brigade (5,000) through which units 
were continually passed, and the 
remaining equipment put in store. 
That way, the rest of the British Anny 
could be restructured on a bass more 
suitable for Bosnia or Northern 
Ireland-type operations, or for rapid 
reaction overseas, without losing the 
genie kepi in the bottle for use in the 
unlikely event of large-scale war. 


The neighbours 
making a noise 
about, Strauss and 
Haydn in 
civilised, rural 
openirland 
don’t know 
how lucky 
they are 



Game" and “The Wes’s 
Awake” and a flood of 
glutinous Irish-rebel sentiment 
played on next-door’s hi-fi, 
which makes the living-room 
party wall vibrate with 
drunken melancholy after 
11pm. 

After such a. learning curve 
of noise, would I mind bearing 
some bars of Haydn being 
played just a hundred yards 
from where I sit al fiasco with 
a large gin & It and ftiitidul 
labrador? Could I stand the 
ghastly racket erf Mozart’s jolly 
Cctsi, borne grafts' to my ears 
on a summer evening zephyr? 
Could 3 befl. Ms Whud and 
her disobliging, opera-bating 
friends just don’t know bow 
kicky they axe. 

T he second-handbook 
trade has gone on red 
alert. Yesterday morning, 
the dealers were innocently 
■gpn-admg rtamsfin jam on their 
breakfast toast- Next moment 
they were listening to Ms 
Jeanette Winterson on die 


low the dealers have 
heard about Ms Winterson's 
odd compulsion, they’re 
unsure what to do about iu 
“We don’t encourage this sort 
of behaviour,” said Julian 
Kota, of the fantastically posh 
Bertram Rota bookshop. 
“People are welcome to sit 
and read for an hour or so, but 
tiiere is a limit. Lying by the 
skirting-board is not 
something we encourage.” 
Over at Bell, Book & RadneU, 
booksellers of Cec3 Court, 
London WC2, James Trndley 
was more sympathetic. “This 
seems to me qoite admirable 
behaviour, ft may be 
uncomfortable and rather 
dirty in here, but there’s no 
accounting for tastes." His 
reaction is mitigated by the 
feet that Ms Winterson is a 
customer of his shop, as she is 
at Ride GekowskTs bookshop 
in Pied Bull Yard, WO. So, 
provided her wallet is open 
enough, Ms Winterson can 
continue tbe habit of 
erotidsed, nostril-flaring, 
horizontal book-communing, 
without let or hindrance, in 
central London for some time 
to come. 



second-hand book-buying as 
being “better than sex”. Ms 
Winterson, who has 
maintained a discreet silence 
about her sexual preferences 
since the time she revealed 
that she used to deep with 
Home Counties women in 
return for gifts of heavy Reach 
kitchenware, relaied how she 
discovered books young when 
hanging out in rummage 
shops, where she’d sprawl in 
erotic abandon and work her 
voluptuous way through the 
“stiffened boards” and 
“yielded doth” of “a harem of 
books”. (Whatever it is Ms 
Winterson putt in her tea, I 
must get some.) This relaxed 
approach to browsing has, it 
seems, stayed with her into 
maturity, despite ridies and 
feme. “What am I to do?” die 
asked plaintively. “When I see 
a second-band bookshop, 
anywhere in the world, I win 
change my plans, behave 
brutally to others, just to spend 
an hour inside it My nostrils 
flare, my breath quickens, my 
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Boyle's revamping of the 
nation's most revered radio 
station. I can, however, offer a 
small insight into what has 
made Mr Boyle so jumpy of 
late. It’s not the leaks. It is not 
the accusations of "dumbing 
down” the culture of Radio 4. 
It’s the wedding. 

Mr Boyle is notoriously 
dam-like when it comes to his 
family life. He regards 
personal inquiries as in 
damnably bad taste and 
prefers to stick to the minutiae , 
of producer delegation. But a 
family event is pressing upon 
him. The tight-lipped Boyle is 
flying off to America 
tomorrow to attend (he 
wedding of his eldest sou 
Nicholas, 24, a Harvard 
graduate, to Maxy-Louise 
Kelly, an lrish-American babe 
who works for W-GBH radio 
in Boston. The only fly in the 
‘ ithe 


Boyle: reluctant to change? 


rapetsare 

4 




full of the 

shake-up. The nation’s 
eyes are fired on the rejigged 
schedules, the popular 
pro grammes consigned to 
Listcneis’ Limbo, the hardy 
annuals that have been 
dropped, the news about the 
gay disco that will open its 
door in Ambridge in 
September. Actually 1 haven't 
a due what tins morning’s 
news brings about James 


; the groom’s 
father should change into 
several different outfits in tbe 
course of the day’s 
ceremonials. It is, apparently, 
the prospect of an early 
confrontation with the 'in-laws 
that has put a furrow in his 
noble brow. “Mr Boyle does 
not like being dictated to 
about what he wears," 
confirms a voice at the R4 
press office. “And since you 
ask, no, he will definitely not 
be wearing a kill.” 


Arthritis 
Respects Nobody. 



My body, YOUT body, 
John’s body 

John is one of over 1 1 million men, women and children 
in Britain today who know just how painful arthritis and 
riteumatism can be. 

The Arthritis and Rheumatism Council is the only major 
UK charity financing medical research inro ail aspects of 
arthritis and rheumatic disease in Britain today- 


We rely on donations to fund our many research 
projects. Can you help us today? 


Pl«oe send mer Your FREE Legacy Information Pack i I 

Nana: — 

Address 


sfa 


. Ptarcviir: 


lcockse: Q £31 D«7 Qtl* 
Ftaw tend an Infaraation Ruck Q 
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To: The Arthritis & 
Rheumatism Council, 
FREEPOST Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire S4I 7BR. 


/An Arthritis & 

UJe) Rheumatism 

JL. Council for 

Research - finding the cure 
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YOUNG OR OLD - THE PAIN'S THE SAME 
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Nationwide carpetbaggers sent packing 


Members reject move 
to de-mutualise by 
three-to-one majority 


Nic Clcutti 

Personal Finance Editor 

Nationwide Building Society 
yesterday dealt 3 crushing blow 
to the carpetbaggers aiming to 
bounce it into a stock market 
flotaiion after its members 
voted overwhelmingly in favour 
of mutuality. 

More than 1 J million Na- 
tionwide members - out of 5.5 
million eligible to vote- rejected 
five rebel de-mutualisation can- 
didates standing for election to 
its board and instead backed the 
society's own choice for the 
board by a majority of almost 
three to one. 

The vote received the en- 
dorsement of the Prime, Tbny 
Blair, and has provided a 
breathing space fora numberof 
other building societies under 
pressure to give up their mutual 
status. 

Nationwide's candidates 
received an average of 950,000 
votes each, compared to about 
350,000 for pro-conversion can- 
didates, led by Michael Hard- 
en], a freelance butler. Mr 
Hardem personally received 
333,976 votes. 

Charles Nunneley, chairman 
of Nationwide, said: “Particu- 
larly against the background of 
massive speculation about con- 
version windfalls, this election 
result represents a tremendous 
endorsement of our strategy." 

Brian Davis, the society's 
chief executive, added: “This 
election has been very impor- 
tant in establishing public sup- 
port for mutual building 
societies. This is a clear turning 
point in the debate about the 
value that members see in 
societies that wish to remain 
mutual.** 

He promised there would be 
no retribution against Mr Hard- 
em and his colleagues, who had 


exercised their “democratic 
right" to stand for election. 
Adrian Coles, director-general 
of the Building Societies' 
.Association, said: “This is a 
victory for the genuine member 
over die short-term greed of the 
carpetbagger. Without societies 
like Nationwide active as a 
competitive restraint on the 
banks, there can be no doubt 
that mortgages would be in- 
creased and savings rates 
lowered." 

The BSA had feared that a 
victoiy for the self-styled “mem- 
bers for conversion" would lead 
to the final unravelliag of 
mutual financial structures. 

Both large and small building 
societies, traditionally Nation- 
wide's bitter rivals in the battle 
to win savers and mortgage 
borrowers, joined in the general 
scramble to congratulate the 
hoard. 

Christopher Rodrigues, chief 
executive of Bradford & Bing- 
ley. the UK's second-largest 
society, which many experts 
believed would be the next tar- 
get for conversion candidates, 
said: “The majority of Nation- 
wide members believe that the 
benefits of mutuality are worth 
preserving." 

The decision of Nationwide 
members even received the 
seal of approval from Mr Blair. 
He said yesterday: “I was 
delighted to sec the result and 
I think the right decision was 
made." 

There were signs yesterday 
that building societies, many of 
which have been paralysed by 
speculators opening accounts to 
quality for free shares, would 
seek to capitalise on the Prime 
Minister's support by seeking 
further protection" against 
carpetbagging. 

John Heaps, chief executive 
at Britannia, the third-largest 



Bid fears dismissed 
by Northern Rock 


Charles Nunneley, the Nationwide chairman (left) welcomingtfte outcome of the vote yesterday alongside the chief executive 
Brian Davis. Some 70 per cent of members in the ballot backed the existing board Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


society, said: “They have 
hijacked the inherent democ- 
racy in building societies with- 
out any thought of member or 
consumer interests, ft would be 
no surprise if steps were taken 
to ensure that this cannot 
happen again - in the interest 
of both the consumer and 
healthy competition." 

Mr Nunneley said yesterday 
that Nationwide would be cam- 


paigning through the BSA for 
changes in the law to prevent 
members being able to vote in 
elections and quality for shares 
without an initial waiting 
period. 

The results yesterday bring to 
a close an extraordinary grass- 
roots campaign mounted by 
Mr Hardem and his supporters. 

Members for Conversion was 
founded by Mr Hardem after 


the dotation was announced 18 
months ago of Alliance & 
Leicester, Woolwich and North- 
ern Rock societies, plus the 
takeovers of National & Provin- 
cial and Bristol & West 

Together with Halifax, almost 
15 mfllion members of those so- 
cieties have or will gain average 
windfalls worth up to £2,000 
from conversion. 

Mr Hardem and his sup- 


porters campaigned for election 
to the Nationwide board by 
promising to deliver a similar 
payout to its members. 

The vote is a triumph for 
Brain Davis, Nationwide chief 
executive. Although publicly 
supportive, many societies had 
complained be was too soft on 
carpetbaggers, who should have 
been denied the right to stand. 

Comment page 21 


Tom Stevenson and 
McCtaftti 

Northern Rock, the only build- 
ing society currently seeking a 
stock market flotaiion. said 
yesterday it was confident of 
remaining independent as it 
confirmed the timetable for its 
1 October deadline to convert 
to a bank. 

The Newcastle-based budd- 
ing society dismissed talk of a 
pre-flotation bid as it an- 
nounced a strong rise in profits 
for the six months to June, Its 
last results announcement be- 
fore it becomes a bank. 

Leo Finn, managing director 
at Northern Rock, said: “We 
believe there is nobody that can 
run this business better than we 
can. There just aren't the cost 
savings available to make a bid 
worthwhile." 

Mr Finn’s comments came as 
Nationwide Building Society 
announced that its members 
had given the brush-off to the 
.Michael Hardem-lead rebels, 
who were campaigning on a 
platform of immediate con- 
version to a publicly-quoted 
company. 

Meanwhile, Birmingham 
Midshires Building Society 
restated its ambivalent stance 
towards mutuality. 

Mike Jackson, the Wolver- 
hampton-based society’s chief 
executive said: “Clearly, the 
butler [Mr Hardem] didn't do 
it and the Nationwide mem- 
bership have given a ringing 
endorsement to its mutual 
stance and we are pleased for 
the board.” 

Midshires was forced earlier 
this week to close its doors to 
all new accounts after being 
inundated with applications 
from potential carpetbaggers 
hoping to gain from a flotation 
or a takeover. 

Mr Jacksoa added: “We shall 
wait for a few days to see if the 
frenzy dies down about 


speculator activity. Our share 
account openings remain sus- 
pended. We haw been consist 
tent in never saying ■never’ to 
anything and the board will 
continue to consider all ihc 
options available to itself." He 
added that the society was not 
for sale. 

The smallest of the summer's 
financial flotations. Northern 
Rock forecast in its transfer 
document a market value of 
between £l,17bn and £1.33bn. 
which would leave it outside the 
FTSE 100 index. The other 
converting societies easily out- 
stripped early expectations, 
however, so the outcome could 
be much higher. 

But Mr Finn played down 
expectations that the society 
would use its new status to 
make acquisitions itself - doing 
so would involve waiving its ow^ 
protection against takeover, 
which would only make sense in 
return for a very large deal. 

Northern Rock primarily a 
mortgage lender and deposit 
taker, said yesterday it had no 
intention in the short run of 
diversifying beyond its core 
activities. 

Interim figures released 
yesterday showed a 10 per cent 
rise in pre-tax profits to £97m 
after a reduction in the society's 
cost to income ratio. Net retail 
receipts were 75 percent higher 
at £531m. 

Mr Finn said: “1 am pleased 
to announce another vety good 
set of results for Northern 
Rock. The strong financial 
performance was very much h 
keeping with our tradition \ 
strong profit and asset growth 
and falling unit costs ” 

The society claims a 7 per 
cent share of net new mortgage 
lending - £794m - around 25 
times tiie amount that could be 
considered to be its “natural" 
share. Northern Rock's assets 
rose 13.6 per cent during the 
period to £14.6bn. 


High street surge makes rate rise likety 


Diane Coyle 
Tom Stevenson 
and Nigel Cope 


The fourth increase in the cost 
of borrowing in as many months 
looked increasingly on the cards 
after new figures yesterday 
showed the biggest surge in high 
street spending since the late- 
19S0s boom. 

The prospect, of a further in- 
crease in interest rates by the 
Bank of England drove the 
pound to its highest level for 
more than eight years, to the dis- 
may of exporters. Its index 
against a range of other curren- 
cies leapt a fuU point to 106.7. 

The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer came in for renewed crit- 
icism from City experts for 
haring failed to crack down on 
windfall spending in the Budget, 
putting all the burden of cooling 
the economy on interest rates. 
■■The Bank's policy dilemma in- 
tensifies by the hour," said Kevin 
Darlington at Hoare GovelL” 


But Eddie George, Governor 
of the Bank of England, backed 
the Chancellor. Speaking to 
MPs on the Treasury Select 
Committee, he denied that 
Gordon Brown's unwillingness 
to target the consumer in the 
Budget was the main reason for 
the recent rise of sterling. 
Rather, he said fears about 
European Monetary Union 
were the main cause. 

“If you actually look at the 
timing of the upsurges ... against 
the core European currencies, 
they are mostly associated with 
developments on the Continent 
of Europe which are feeding this 
perception that the EMU 
process is now being driven by 
politics rather than on the basis 
of sound economics," he said. 

The Prime Minister Named 
the last Government for the 
dilemma. “Interest rates have 
had to go up because the pre- 
vious Government failed to 
take tile action necessary." Mr 
Blair said. 


Despite the interest rate 
fears, the stock market made 
gains as share prices in the US 
surged for a second day. The 
FTSE 100 index was showing a 
bit of “irrational exuberance," 
Mr George said. It ended nearly 
28 points higher at 4,8745 after 
Will Street had breached the 
8,100 barrier in early trading 
yesterday. 

Official figures showed that 
the volume of retail sales 
jumped 0.6 per cent last month 
even though it was the wettest 
June for a century. This would 
normally have depressed sales, 
but with consumers receiving 
£20bn of free building society 
shares during the month, the 
Office for National Statistics 
said the windfall gains had con- 
tributed to a leap in purchases 
of household goods. 

This rose by 7.5 per cent in 
volume terms, and stood 21 per 
cent higher than a year earlier. 
The increase in the past three 
months was. at 6.2 per cent, the 


highest recorded since the figr 
ures start in 1986. 

The ONS suggested that the 
windfalls had added an extra 
£150m to sales of household 
goods in June. This excludes 
spending on items like cars and 
holidays, which are recorded 
separately. 

Sally Collinson of the Oxford 
Street Association, which rep- 
resents local retailers and 
hotels, said sales had boomed, 
with windfall-related spending 
offsetting lower spending by 
tourists constrained by the 
strong pound. Spending had 
been strongest in areas such as 
carpels and curtains. “We think 
it's the windfall factor," she said. 

Comet, the electrical retailer, 
yesterday backed up recent 
comments from Dixons when it 
said sales of televisions, hi-fis 
aad PCs had risen significant- 
ly since the Halifax flotation at 
the beginning of June. 

A drop in food sales kept the 
overall annual increase at 5.4 per 


cent. Even so. underlying growth 
in high street sales volumes was 
the highest since late 1988. 

There were signs in the quar- 
terly survey tty the British 
Chambers of Commerce that 
the strength of the domestic 
economy is outweighing weak- 
er export orders. Both manu- 
facturers and service businesses 
reported increased domestic 
sales in the latest quarter, and 
both were creating new jobs. 

“Consumer spending is build- 
ing momentum. Once it picks 
up, it takes a lot to slow it down,’’ 
said Kevin Gardiner, UK econ- 
omist at Morgan Stanley. 

Some economists drew com- 
fort from the fact that the value 
of retail sales is growing slight- 
ly faster than the volume. But 
even optimists conceded an in- 
crease in rates from 6.75 percent 
to 7 per cent was likely, with most 
predicting the move after the 6- 
7 August meeting of the Bank's 
Monetary Ifolicy Committee. 

Comment, page 21 


Exports at five-year low as 
strong pound takes its toll 


Michael Harrison 
and N&el Cope 


Export orders are at their 
lowest level for fire years, busi- 
ness leaders cautioned yester- 
day. as a further clutch of big 
industrial companies warned 
about the impact of the strong 
pound on profits. 

According to the latest quar- 
terly survey from the British 
Chambers of Commerce, ex- 
porters are facing their worst 
summer since 1992 with both 
manufacturing and service 
companies feeling the pain. 

“With interest rates expected 
to increase fiutben our concern 
is that sterling will continue to 
strengthen, causing significant 
damage to the UK’s competi- 
tiveness, said Ian Peters, the 
BCCs deputy director-general 

His comments came as four 


leading companies Issued warn- 
ings about the strength of the 
pound. British Steel said that 
the strength of sterling was 
potting profit margins under in- 
creasing pressure. Sir Brian 
Moffett, chairman, criticised 
the Government for relying on 
mterest rates rather than fiscal 
policy to curb inflation. 

Conrtaulds, the chemicals 
group, blamed the strong 
pound forte warning yesterday 
that first-quarter profits were 
“a little belovr'’ those of last 
year. Sir David Lees, chair- 
man, said the rising pound 
was having an adverse impact 
botb on trading competitiveness 
and profit translation. 

De La Rue, the banknote 
prates; added its voice to the de- 
bate at its agpL It said the strong 
pound and margin pressure in 
banknotes had resulted in first- 


quarter operating profits 
falling below those of last year. 

Renters has also been savaged 
by stating. Its pre-tax profits for 
the first half of the year were 
down 3 percent to £333m cop- 
pared with a 12 per cent increase: 
at comparable exchange rates. 
Analysts estimated that ster- 
ling's strength had reduced 
first-half profits by £50m. 

The BCC urged Mr Brown to 
speed up the introduction of the 
new hscfividnal savings account 
to encourage consumers to save 
windfall gains instead of spend- 
ing them and reduce the pres- 
sure for higher interest rates. 

But the Trades Union Con- 
gress said that the Govern- 
ment could lake the pressure off 
the pound by indicating that it 
was cansktering entry to the sin- 
gle currency at a “realistic and 
competitive rate of DMISIT. 


Boeing deal gets last-minute OK from Brussels 


Katherine Butler 

Brussels 


Brussels cleared the $15bn 
mcTger between Boeing and 
McDonnell Douglas yesterday, 
averting a transatlantic trade war 
at the eleventh hour. 

The merger plan won prelim- 
inary approval from the Euro- 
pean Commission after the 
competition commissioner. Karel 
Van Mkrrt. extracted last-minute 
concessions preventing Boeing 
in >m concluding further exclusive 


supply contracts with airlines for 
the next 10 years and forcing the 
company to drop the exclusivi- 
ty deads already signed with three 
American airlines. 

The climbdown paves Ihc 
way for the creation of the 
world's biggest aerospace and 
defence company and strength- 
ens Boeing's position iu the 
civil aviation market against 
that of Europe's Airbus Indus- 
trie. the US giant's only rival. 

French political leaders, wor- 
ried that the merger could dev- 


astate the French aerospace 
sector, which is dominated by 
Toulousc-bascd Airbus, made it 
clear they were not satisfied with 
the concessions. 

EU officials, however, expect 
the clearance will galvanise Air- 
bus’s partners, including British 
Aerospace, which has a 20 per 
cent stake, into pressing ahead 
with their own plans to transform 
the consortium into a single 
commercial entity. 

Mr Van Mien said he was 
happy to recommend the deal. 


“We insisted right up to the end 
we would block it if Boeing had 
not agreed to make changes. We 
got the remedies we wanted,” he 
said. 

The Commissioner admitted 
his office had been bombarded 
by callers from both sides of the 
Atlantic seeking to exert polit- 
ical pressure but insisted the case 
was at all times treated purely 
on competition grounds, la a 
thinly veiled criticism of Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. Mr Van Micrt 
said he had been astonished to 


hear US calls for the competi- 
tion dispute to be referred to the 
World Trade Organisation as 
Washington had previously re- 
jected EU calls for a competi- 
tion arbitration forum to be set 
up alongside the WTO. 

Boeing’s chairman, Phil Con- 
dit, welcomed the positive rec- 
ommendation from the 
Commission, saying Boeing bad 
given ground to Brussels' de- 
mands for concessions because 
E\J approval for the merger was 
in the long-term interests of its 


shareholders, customers, sup- 
pliers and the 200,000 employ- 
ees of Boeing and McDonnell 
Douglas. 

He said die EU should have 
deferred to the US Federal 
U-ade Commission, which ap- 
proved the merger last month 
without conditions. But be con- 
ceded: “Had we proceeded 
without the approval of the Eu- 
ropean Commission we would 
have potentially faced large 
fines and potential harm to our 
customers." 
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Ecclestone fuels 
FI float doubts 


Mgel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Benue Ecclestone, chief exec- 
utive of Formula One Holdings, 
has admitted that he considered 
abandoning the flotation of the 
Grand Prix group after being 
“startled at the way the City 
operates". 

However, amid complaints 
about the City’s “over indul- 
gence in process” which ran 
contrary to his entrepreneurial 
style, he re-affirmed his com- 
mitment to an initial public 
offering as his preferred course 
of action, though he would give 
no guidance on when the 
flotation would take place. 

He also confirmed his back- 
ing for Salomon Brothers, the 
US investment bank which has 
been advising the float, saying it 
renamed the exclusive financial 
adviser to die company. 

Astatement issued througfrMr 
Ecclestone’s legal adviser, 
Stephen Mullens, said: “In con- 
sultation with its financial advis- 
er Salomon Brothers, my client 
has considered a numb er of al- 
ternatives. An initial public of- 
fering is my client’s prefened 
course of action and progress is 
being made in preparing the 
company for flotation. No dec*- 


_ >’ 



sion has ever been made with re- 
spect to timing. An announce- 
ment wiQ be made in due course." 

The commitment comes in 
spite of Mr Ecclestone’s ap- 
parent frustration with lengthy 
City meetings which he felt 
were “not deeply productive". 

The public backing of 
Salomon Brothers is designed 
to end speculation that BZW 
and SBC Whrburg were hying 
to muscle in on Salomon’s po- 
sition as exclusive financial 
riser to the float. Though both 
are part of the 18-strong syn- 
dicate of banks dial is under- 
writing the float, any 
suggestions from BZW. SBC 

Warburg or any other banks will 

be evaluated by Salomon. 

The backing comes after 
Salomon last week threatened 
. to remove BZW from the syn- 
dicate after claims that it had 
been working on a proposal that 
would have involved BSkyB 
taking a stake in {formula One. 

Last week, it also emerged 
that SBC Warburg had been 
asked to look on certain options 
available to Mr Ecclestone. 

Plans for the flotation of For- 
mula One, which is owned by 4 * 
family trusts of Mr Ecdesiones ■ 
wife, first emerged in March. 
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COMMENT 


in the Nationwide 

vote, we have 
probably witnessed 
the first significant 


iasi, a 

Robinson, Paymaster General, s 

g 

raiding society conversions were a matter 

forces society members* In b 
attempting to wash the new Government’s la 
hands o f the L mailer, he profoundly mi*. D 
mo °d of the country and the tc 
needs ofthaidwindUnc band of bnDtfinpsnri- ai 


building society that puts up a fight 


llj •! JjuKS i 


— j , — iv t»iM luc suuiajcae, 

8s yesterday s overwhelming vote for nmtn- 

ality at the Nationwide amp ly demonstrates. 

Brian Davis and Iris board have won as dear 

a mandate as they oome against conversion, 
out without action the carpetbaggers will be 
back. The vote could so easily have gone die 

other way, and may stfll do for others. The 
government must act, and act swiftly. 

To be fair on Mr Robinson, he’s hardly 
alone in failing to spot the growing backlash 
against the likes of Mr Hardem. Nearly 
^voyofle b^ieved the Nationwide would fan 
incredible though the slate ofpro-convereion 
rebels seemed. Nobody could quite believe 
members were going to took a gift horse in 
the mouth and turn down the chance of free 
snares. How wrong they were. So what's 
reaDy happened here? 

People often forget that the Nationwide 
building society used to be called the Co- 


of Old Labour, thoroughly decent and 
honourable types. Plainly there’s more to it 
til an that, however. This is really the first 
time members have had an o ppor t u ni ty to 
hear something different. Other building 


societies have caved in and failed to put the 
case against conversion. Nationwide argued 
h in compelling and forthright fashion. ' 

In the Nationwide vote, we have proba- 
bly also witnessed the first significant bade 
lash against the caxpetoaggers. It is plainly 
neither moral nor justffiedfor these people 
to be able to whip in af a moment’s notice 
and share in the spoils of conversion. Bund- 
ing society membership should cany certain 
dories of trusteeship, for members are in 
effect guardians of assets build trp over gen- 

disloyal caipetbaggen^hoo^be aDawedto 
mpmin this way and steel the family silvpr- 

The Government’s starting pcemt, there- ■ 
fore, should be to mvestin membership cer- j 
tain duties of loyalty and longevity. This" • 
could easily be done, as. Mr Daysmaoduas 
point out, by introducing a jwQto five-year 
qualifying period for membership. The 1 
hatches conid be further battened (town by 
reversing the SB-thought out BnfliEhg Soca- : 
eties Act, ntsfaed through by toe last gov- 
ernment in its dying moment^ whirfi gives 
all builefing society depasifoxs equal rights 
of membership.' The old distinction between I 
long-term savers and short-tenn hot money 
might reasonably be reintroduced so as to 
make membership a reward for loyalty. 

Another useful reform would be to up the 
level of support members need to stand for 
election from the present 5p to 500 or more. 

This would prevent a repeat of frivolous and 
dbvibusfy do still have 


an. important and constructive role to play 
in the provision of financial services, help- 
ing to ensure a more vibrant and competi- 
tive market place than would exist in a world 
populated only by b anks. It is a tribute to 
Nationwide’s members that that they were 
prepared to vote for the public good over 
narrow self interest Perhaps New Labour 
might learn a thing or two from them. 

The economy needs to 
cool down gradually 

N o topping spree sever fra free and the 

one caused by the £38bn in shares 
from converting mutuals is fast coming 
borne to roost Unfortunately, ft is industry 

that is befog forced to pick, op the tab. 

Yesterday’s figures for high-street sales 
' were uncomfortably Upbeat and undeniab ly' 
back to boom levels. They (fid not even 
include some of the goodies the windfall 
money is likely to be spent on. such as cais 
and holidays. Nor are the windfalls the only 
consideration. Wages are rising faster than 
prices, job vacancies are at the highest 
levels in recent memory, and - the strong 
pound is boosting spending power on 
imports. 

For the time being, home demand seems 
strong enough to ofbet felling export orders. 
The British Chambers of Commerce Survey 
was presented as a tale of struggling 
exporters, but the detail showed higher 
turnover, new job creation and skills short- 


ages in both yMmirfiMtiiring and services. 
Tuft presents a polk? dilemma in the sense 
that raising interest rates to cool the domes- 
tic economy is driving the super, soarawsy 
pound ever higher. There has not been an 
appreciation of sterling on this scale since 
1981, and we all know what happened to 
industry then. In another sense, though, 
there is no dilemma. If the economy is 
expanding fast enough to run the risk of 
higher inflation, it needs cooling down. 
The bigger the boom is allowed to grow, the 
User the bust that will follow. 

Contraxy to popular belief; both Ieveis of 
macroeconomic policy, monetary and fi s c al , 
are already being applied, a tight Burteet and 
rising interest rates. Unfortunately, toe UK 
is the only big economy in this poation. The 
US is 'the only other country where growth 
is buoyant,' bat Alan Greenspan’s testi- 
mony this week has made the prospect of 
hi gher rates across the Atlantic recede. 
The reaction of toe foreign exc hang e s means 
that British exporters must pay for the 
windM-financed shopping boom. 

This does not mean that the cost of bor- 
rowing wiD have to dimb all that much 
higher. The Bank of England is likely to opt 
for a quarter-point increase in the next 
month or two, but it will proceed cautiously. 
As Martin Whale, head of the National Insti- 
tute of Economic and Social Research, 
explained to MPs earlier this week, running 
the economy is like taking a shower. If you 
find the water is too hot, you reduce the tem- 
perature. But there is a danger of turning the 


taps too far, too fast, and before you know 
ftyourdiowerhas turned coldL The latest fig- 
ures point to the need for another notch cm 
the dial, but the trick is to turn gradually. 

Ecclestone’s formula 
for clarifying issues 

B enue Ecclestone, or 10 be more precise 
his lawyer, helpfully decided to put the 
record straight yesterday about the on-off 
flotation of Formula One Holdings. Yes, a 
public offering remains the preferred course 
of action and. yes, Salomon Brothers 
remains Mr Ecclestone’s exclusive financial 
adviser. 

C onsidering this was Mr Ecclestone’s 
first formal statement on the matter and con- 
sidering the mountain of speculative press 
coverage his plans have attracted, it was a 
masterpiece of non-clarification. What’s 
more, no sooner had the faxes stopped 
whirring than Bemie was bade in the chi- 
canes, confiding to the London Evening 
Standard that he still thought about calling 
the whole thing off and placing financial 
advisers somewhere beneath used car deal- 
ers in the evolutionary chain. 

Given, the extraordinary antics of the 
investment banking community as it hag 
fought to win the FOH mandate, Mr Eccle- 
stone's disillusionment is understandable. 
Perhaps be should forget about a listing and 
stick to the more sedate and altogether less 
cut-throat world of motor racing. 
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Antfrew Yates • , 

Signs that an endmay be m sight 
to the deadlock surrounding me 
£23bo merger between Guin- 
ness and ‘Grand Metropolitan 
started to emerge last night, just 
as Benuud Amault, the com- 
bative French head of LVMH, 
fiew into 1 the. UK intent on 
Scuppering the deal 
: John. MbGraih, chief execu- 
tive df GrandMet, gave the 
biggest hmt yet .that -the UK 
drinks group would be pre- 


are set to formally reject these 
plans within the next week. 

GrandMet is unwilling to sell 
off its Burger King and PQsbtny 
food manufacturing operations 
to facilitate a three-way meager. 
However, GrandMet would 
consider altematw epojy^gk 

The merge^Gutoless arid 
GrandMet, fo be: known, as 
GMG Brands, would control 


ownership of the 


vital to GMG and our merger 
can continue wife out it We are 
sti&ahafysiog Mr Ainriult’s pro- 
posals carefully but it stiD ap- 
pears they are not acceptable to 
usjyfe 1 would not demerge any 
of Qm . b usinesses in the fore- 
seeable future,” he added. 

Mr Arnault has stepped up 
the pressure on GrandMet and 
Gunmess to r et urn to foe ne- 
gotiating table fry arranging a se- 

ries of meetings, beginning 
today with big shareholders is. 
tfce uK companies, to outlfoei 
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Lanchttarfo bash: Office workers from Broadgate in the City of London yesterday 
took part In a mock ‘Gladiators’ competition to help raise money for CARE, the 
international relief agency fighting poverty in 63 countries Photograph: Keith Dobney 


Ohmeda sale to net BOC £lbn 


Ahmad 



mj^t k fe ^We don^ have any 
plans tbbuy mytmejustyeLbut 
^^gr^an d we 


lowingwp its 

health bOHness, Ohm^aTW- '■ ! 'gj^B| : a fDdp$n» 

nounceft yesterday. Analysts tor$ 

said Ohriwdai which makessur- yeaf'Tfowe^,. 

gical anaeShfetfo gascs, r q^| 

fetch up tQjfJbu. " : r . 

’ Sources ric«e to the company . . 'Erring, Zeacca 
say BO.CTs popping list iDr , Jbstne&ffcfflS fi 
dudes Messeihem-cSiesheira,; ^'enran z&e 
a private German grddp and the; r Maffincfero dta s 
second 
group i 
AGA, 

Dan . 

Chief executive, 
planned to invest in 
growth, but did not rule 


ifli MERCURY 



face anti-trust issues if it bought 
Ohmeda. Ohmeda, which rep- 
resents around a tenth of 
30Cs sales, has suffered bad- 
ly from genork con^perition on 
.Its ddest gas, Forane. ' 

■’ I^Seraoianry’g : leadGi^' iridustrial 
: 'bu^nera. Tie group 


^fotoJcdtfaeccflrgjaify, and wfm Linde of Germany arid Ranee’s 
i ,^ras^c«rwnro ^K)OScm sajc^ Airliqmdc, the world’s bluest 
^ ^ ras player, it could 

; thhris^takejis known tpd)e_teeB cor$Qg.to one aaoafyst: “BOC 
: to sbed Mcssexto fo^'ffijS£fo 4 -wiH2teye^a^ and with no real 

^ irte«S Ttf &*rope' ft ’won’t 
• panning a flotation s Gct- teye a_mon£^x)ly problem.” 


many, tax problems may make 
the move unattractive. 

A Messer spokeswoman re- 
fused to comment on whether 
BOC had made an approach. 
However, she confirmed that a 
listing was unfikely this year. 

Sources dose to BOC said 
that AGA was also a potential 
target as it had a presence in 
Germany, Latin America and 
the US.. However, it is capj- 
tafised at £2bn.'and so is al>ig- 
gef mouthful.' 

Tbc«^ BOC might find itself 


Treasury to take 
charge of ‘super SIB , 


The Government's aim to cre- 
ate an enhanced Securities and 
Investments Board was taken a 
step further yesterday with toe 
announcement that insurance 
regulation was being trans- 
ferred to the Treasury. Helen 
Liddell, Economic Secretary, 
will assume responsibility far in- 
sarance regulation, which will 
eventually move to toe SIB. 

The new regulatory body, 
dubbed “super-SIB” will be- 
came one 01 the most powerful 
regulatory institutions in toe 
UK, overseeing banks, securi- 
ties firms as weDas insurance 
and building societies. 

Ms Liddell said in a parlia- 
mentary answer yesterday that 
toe new arrangements would 
“farther enhance toe existing 


high standards of supervision 
and regulation of all financial 
sect ore.” 

The Treasury said the Bank 
nTF ngfand KL, transferring reg- 

ulation of the banking indushy 
to the new SIB, would be in- 
troduced after the summer re- 
cess. 

A draft Financial Services B31 
to transfer toe responsibilities 
of the current sen-regulatory 
organisations, supervision of 
insurance companies and of 
momalfy-ownea organisations 
will be published for consulta- 
tion in toe summer next year. 

There have been calls tor fur- 
ther legislation in recent weeks 
to protect the remaining build- 
ing societies from pressure from 
carpetbaggers. 


IN BRIEF 


Tesco moves into personal finance 

Thsco yestdday launched its Tbsco personal finance division with 
a new Visa credit card, travel insurance and foreign currency ser- 
vices as well as plans for toe introduction of in-store branches. 
The Visa, card has an APR of 12.9 per cent rising to 16.9 per 
cent after six months. Tbsco travel money offers currency up to 
£2^00 by telephone, delivered to the customer the next day. Mean- 
while Sainsbuiy s has launched a mortgage offer with a variable 
interest rate of 7.9 percent on mortgages of less than 75 per cent 
of a property’s valuation. The rate is 7.45 per cent on loans of 
less man 75 per cent of property valuations. The rates compare 
to toe h*H&t standard variable rate of &2 per cent 

SIB approves Stock Exchange shift 

The Security and Investments Board has approved the London 
Stock Exchange’s proposals for public ation of trades under toe new 
order-dri ve# tra ding system, SETS, which is due to start on 20 
October. SETS maifcs a shift 10 a market - initially only in FTSE 
100 indexitbeks - where prices are set by operators posting buy 
and sell on^ci ratoer than bymaxtet mates quoting two-way prices. 

Three aieas get electricity choice 

The first areas Of the country where households will be allowed 
to shop aroiaiSfoT their electricity supplies^ will be Norwich, Can- 
terbury and Hnfi, the industry watchdog Offer announced yes- 
terday. Around700,000 households in the three dries win be able 
free to chdose a supplier from April next year. The rest of the 
country wffl^be progressively opened up, based on postcodes in 
the 12 regional electricity areas. 

BNFL tonvork on US plutonium 

The US has-i&ed British Nuclear Fuels to help convert its sur- 
plus weapdas-grade plutonium into fuel for use in civil nuclear 
reactors. HN&Es American subsidiary will project mamge _a scheme 
to turn toe plutonium into MOX fuel using expertise it has de- 
veloped at a demonstration facility at the Sellafield ate which 
goes into commercial production next year. BNFL could build a 
similar pfcfjat in toe US. 

Scatt wjh PDwer in fine with expectations 

ScottishFower*s trading activities in toe first three months of the 
current year have provided results in fine with expectations, Murrey 
Stuart, chairman, told toe animal general meeting. The company 
is aiming for a 15 per cent share of the UK electricity market and 
12 per cent of toe gas market in the three regions in which it op- 
erates by toe year 2000. The Manweb and Southern Water 
acquisitions are enhancing shareholder value ahead of Scottish- 
Bower’s original expectations. 

Time Warner to carry Murdoch channel 

Time TCuner win cany News Ctorp's Fox News channel on Time's 


standing litigation between Tune and News Corp will tie dis- 
continued as weD as all litigation between Time Warner and New 
York City. The terms of the settlement are confidential The agree- 
ment settles a dispute that started after News Corp was unable 
to get space on the Time Warner system. 

Good start for Norwich Union 

Norwich Union’s worldwide new single premium life and In- 
vestment business were up 19 per cent to £836m and worldwide 
new regular premium business down 2 per cent to £93m in the 
first six months of toe year. Worldwide new business showed an 
annual premium equivalent growth of 7 per cent, despite being 
adversely affected by the strength of sterling. Allan Bridgewat er, 
chief executive, said Norwich Union had made an encouraging 
start to 1997. 

Orange signs millionth subscriber 

Orange, toe mobile phones business, announced yesterday that 
it had signed op its millionth subscriber. The group has achieved 
rapid growth since it launched in April 1994. Last year, Orange 
doubled its customer base to 785,000 from 379,000. 
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business 

£55m Ramco bid for 
JKX frees Horton 
from second fiasco 


Magnus Grimond 

Sir Robert Horton, the Rail- 
track chairman and former 
chief executive of BP, was yes- 
terday bailed out of a second 
fiasco in the oil sector when 
JKX Oil & Gas, a more recent 
oil venture of his, succumbed to 
a £55m bid from rivals Ramco 
Energy. 

The ali-paper offer of one of 
Ramco’ s shares, listed on the 
Alternative Investment Mar- 
ket, for every 25 in JKX values 
the latter at 47.5p a share. 
Shares in JKX jumped 3 -5p to 
match the bid terms yesterday, 
while Ramco moved ahead 30p 
to £11.875. 

The agreed bid marks the 
end of an unhappy stock mar- 
ket career for the group chaired 
by Sir Robert, ousted from BP 
in 1992. It was launched at 190p 
a share two years ago and the 
price initially soared to 226p on 
euphoria that JKX would cash 
in on existing oil and gas re- 
serves in the Ukraine and 
Georgia. 


In the event, the group was 
dogged by disaster, including the 
revelation that Peter Young, the 
disgraced former fund manager 
at Morgan Grenfell, had ac- 
quired a 19 per cent stake for 
his funds. 

More fundamentally, it took 
much longer than expected to 
buDd a profitable business in the 
politically-troubled south-west- 
ern comer of the old USSR. 
Production, currently dose to 
1 1 ,200 barrels of oil equivalent 
a day. has not lived up to initial 
expectations and the failure of 
a large customer to pay for gas 
meant most production had to 
stored last year. 

Yesterday it emerged that 
the group's joint venture with 
the Ukrainian government, the 
Poltava Petroleum Company, 
had suspended oil and gas sup- 
plies to another customer which 
had been overdue with pay- 
ments in March and has stQl not 
paid up. 

The Ramco deal, accepted by 
holders of 26 per cent of the 
shares, comes after a rescue 


rights issue raised £14_2m in 
March at 34p a share mounted 
by new management. In Feb- 
ruary, the then chief executive, 
David Robson, was replaced by 
Bob McCrackin. formerly with 
Mobil. The group also revealed 
that pre-tax losses had risen 
£rom£2m to£2.4m last year, de- 
spite a jump in turnover from 
£2.1m to £15m. 

In June, JKX announced 
that it bad signed a new deal to 
deliver gas to six regional gas 
distributors in the Ukraine, 
which has resulted in payments 
totalling some $746,000. How- 
ever, the directors said yester- 
day that “further political and 
economic change in Ukraine 
could continue to make oper- 
ations in Ukraine difficult for 
JKX and place considerable 
demands on its resources in the 
long term”. As a result, they bad 
entered the discussions with 
Ramco. 

The takeover is unlikely to 
lead to a bonanza for the JKX 
board, which collectively owns 
just 92,700 shares. 



Sir Robert Horton: Ramco bails him out of a second fiasco 
in the oil sector. He was formerly chief executive of BP 


NatWest will not face criminal 
charges over £90m losses 


John Willcock 

The Serious Fraud Office said 
yesterday that it would not be 
launching a criminal investiga- 
tion into losses of £90m incurred 
by NatWest Markets in interest 
rate options earlier this year. 

The losses at the investment 
banking arm of the bank led to 
the resignation of NWM's chief 
executive, Martin Owen, and 
other senior staff. 

The SFO. which investigates 
cases of serious or complex 
fraud, said that in the NatWest 
case the public interest would 
best be served by the matter 
being dealt with by markets reg- 
ulator the Securities and Fu- 
tures Authority. The SFA has 
the power to fine individuals 
and bar them from working in 
the financial markets. The SFO 


decided not to proceed after 
studying an internal report com- 
missioned by NatWest and car- 
ried out by Coopers & Lybrand, 
the accountancy firm, and Unk- 
laters & Paines, the law firm. 

“The SFO has carefully con- 
sidered the circumstances sur- 
rounding the losses incurred by 
NWM in the interest rate op- 
tions business and has decided 
that an investigation with a 
view to a criminal prosecution 
is not justified," the SFO said. 

It added that SFO director 
Rosalind Wright had taken into 
“account the nature of the 
transactions involved, which 
were highly complex, and the 
powers of the regulatory au- 
thorities in this area. 

“She jMs Wright] lakes the 
view that the public interest in... 


ing dealt with by regulation.’* 

A spokesman for NatWest 
said yesterday: “We welcome 
the SFO’s decision. There has 
been a lot of speculation 
whether they [the SFO] would 
do anything over recent weeks. 
We have co-operated fully with 
them and we are glad it has been 
sorted out, as for as the SFO is 
concerned.” 

The spokesman added that 
the SFA had been kept fully in- 
formed throughout Nat West's 
own investigations of the losses. 
“Whether tire SFA will do any- 
thing else is up to them," he said. 

The SFA said yesterday that 
it was looking at the NatWest 
report. “We shall be studying 
the role of a number of in- 
dividuals named within it,” said 


this case would be more appro-' an SFA spokesman. 


He said the regulator would 
“undoubtedly have to gather ad- ! 
ditional information'’. 

The report by Coopers and 
Linklaters showed that the 
losses were deliberately hidden 
for over two years by the cre- 
ation of false profits and unau- 
thorised transfers between 
trading books at the bank. 

The initial losses, in German 
mark and sterling interest rate 
options, were due to poor trad- 
ing made worse by adverse 
market conditions but it said no 
personal gain was made and no 
client lost out 
The fact that the interest 
rate options market is esoteric 
and highly complex also meant 
that the facts of the case would 
have been very difficult to ex- 
plain to a jury, according to legal 
observers. 
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Buy-back to offset 
Reuter’s pounding 


enters' chief executive, verson has been established in 
Peter Job, must have the UK equi ties market, and 
JLXbeen taking the lone a US model is planned, 
view yesterday when he said If the pound continues to 


he did not see the strength of make life difficult for the com- 


steriing as a problem. Bat in 
the short term at least, cur- 


f, there is always the pos- 
fy of lifting product pnoes. 


reacy problems are undeniably These have been held broadly 
a worry. constant for the past five years, 

Pre-tax profits for the six but if currency worries persist, 
months to June were down 3 it may be some thing the com- 
per cent to £333m, and tire parry wiD look at. 
pound - which yesterday Analysts downgraded then- 
reached an eight-year high forecasts by about 5 per cent 
against tire mark - was fairiy after yesterday’s resu! ts. Cur- 
and squarely blamed, renyrear forecasts for pre-tax 
Although the company profit are around £680m, with 
wouldn't put a figure on the about £760m expected next 


damage done by sterling, it year. That puts the shares, 
said profits were up 12 percent down lip at 598.5p, on a for- 
at a comparable exchange ward p/e of 21. Worth holding- 
rate, which in effect means the 

strong pound took a £50m bite dark lOOkS tO 

out of Reuter's profits. 

Reuters can do little except yporaTTT SDarkle 

sit it out and hope for better ** 

times. Shareholders may be 

well-advised to do Kkewrse.es- r’Tlbe stock market in its 
pedally since yesterday’s an- I present mood will 
nounoement of a £200m share A- forgive almost any short- 
buy-back over the next. 12 coming, and cider-maker 
months. Rob Rowley, finance Matthew Qadc and its chief ex- 


npfce stock market in its 
I present mood will 
forgjve almost ary short- 
coming, and cider-maker 
Matthew Oadc and its chief ex- 


Digital 
delays 
keep Pace 
down 

Cathy Newman 


Pace Micro Tfechnology, the TV 
set-top box maker, said yester- 
day it had yet to see any bene- 
ficial tridde-down effect from the 
digital television revolution. The 
company also remained cau- 
tious about future growth in the 
market for set-top boxes. 

Peter Morgan, chairman, who 
announced flat pre-tax profits of 
£18m for the year to May, said: 
“There is a delay of the digital 
wonderland, but it’s no less cer- 
tain to arrive.” 

He added that business had 
slowed in the second half of the 
year as a slight increase in the 
number of people buying digi- 
tal set-top boxes failed to com- 
pensate for a decline in sales of 
analogue boxes. Pace makes the 
decoders and receivers needed 
to unscramble satellite, cable 
and digital terrestrial televi- 
sion signals. 

Mr Morgan also admitted 
that, despite winning a contract 
to develop set-top boxes for 
British Interactive Broadcasting, 
the interactive televirion com- 
pany recently formed by BSkyB, 
BT, Matsushita and Midland 
Bank, Pace had not yet been in- 
formed how many boxes it 
would have to supply. 

Pace said it had been ham- 
pered by consumers who had 
decided to wait until the launch 
of digital servioes instead of buy- 
ing analogue boxes. Meanwhile, 
the company had suffered from 
a lower than expected sub- 
scriber take-up in countries 
where digital television was al- 
ready up and running. 

Analogue box sales were 
£32m in the second half of the 
year, down from £5 3m in the 
first ball Digital box sales only 
accounted for sales worth £70m 
in the second half, marginally up 
on £65 m in the first half. 

The lower than antiripamd de- 
mand led to 29 redundancies this 
year out of a workforce of 1,000. 

Shares in Pace closed down 
9.5p at 53.5p. 


director, says Reuters has ecutive Peter Aikens were gjv- 
£l.lbn in cash he does not enazr easy ride yesterday. 


want to accumulate further. 

A plan last year to give in- 
vestors £6 13m visa speml div- 
idend formula was scrapped 
after the Government riielved 
related tax benefits. Mr Row- 
ley would not be drawn on 
whether further cash will be re- 
turned to shareholders after 
this year. 

Buy-back or no, there are 
tough times ahead for Reut- 
ers, with the prospect of a slug 


The results of a disastrous 
year for the group saw profits 
slip by 4 per cent to £40.6m, 
despite turnover ahead by a 
hefty 26 per cent to £571m in 
the 12 months to April The 
first foil-year of^ Taunton Oder 
helped fode some of the prob- 
lems, but a slump in market 
share from 41 per cent to 37 
per cent tells its own story. 

The figures confirmed 
dark’s strategic blunder. The 


of additional expenditure over surge in demand for alcopops 
the next few years to combat might explain a standstill in the 


the threat of the tmflennmm 
computer time bomb. Hie 
company isn’t giving estimates 
for the cost of the problem yet, 
which could cause a global 
computer meltdown if soft- 
ware systems fail to recognise 
the date at foe beginning of the 
year 2000. Mr Rowley does 
promise more detailed expla- 
nations about foe scale of foe 
threat at & seminar for share- 
holders later this year, though. 
In foe meantime, a “millen- 
nium compliance programme” 
has been set up. 

Leaving aside millennium 
and currency gloom, Reuters 
is still a market leader, and is 
continuing to enhance its ex- 
isting product range. The 
3,000 series, for example , 
combining up-to-the minute 
price information with his- 
torical data on shares, bonds 
and foe foreign exchange, has 
sold well since launch last 
year, and further develop- 
ments to the product are be- 
ing applied. A domestic 


recent strong growth of 
demand for cider, but it can- 
not excuse a 13 per cent drop 


in the group’s sales in a mar* 

kci where total volume fell just 

3 per cent last year. The pnee 

war with its bitter rival 
Buhner's provided a better 
excuse for a drop in margins, 
but there is no doubt that 
Matthew Clark b paying for a 
serious underspend on pro- 
motion at a critical time. 

This year it will beef up 
advertising spend from £2m to 
£9m,mdndmg £6m on Black- 
thorn cider, making it one of 
foe UK’s top half-dozen pro- 
moted drink brands, and £2m 
on Diamond White. But foe 
company was not pretending 
that things will get belter 
quickly, business development 
director Peter Huntley ad- 
mitted yesterday. 

Much depends on foe out- 
come of the government in- 
quiry into taxation on high 
strength drinks like premium 
riders, on a continuing truce 
in foe price war and on how 
quickly a resumption of ad- 
vertising spend leads to a 
fresh growth in sales. Results 
may not come through for one 
or twoye&rs yet. 

Profits from non-^rider 
brands (Strathmore mineral 
water, Stowells wines. Stone's 
Ginger Wine and Miller Draft 
beer) equalled cider profits last 
year, arm foe wholesale drinks 
business is doing ^ weD. Analysts 
expect them to outperform 
doer again in the current year 
and help maintain group 
profits at around £40m. 

The shares, which hit 700p 
a year ago, rose 4p to 246 Jip 
yesterday, where they stand on 
eight times prospective earn- 
ings of 31p. Some time in the 
next 12 months they will be 
cheap, but the moment has not 
yet arrived. 


Reuters: At a glance 
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BuHough profits by slimming down 

B ullougb, the mini-conglomerate, has dumped £2£m of loss-malting contracting buj 
been through the wars of late, mainly due ness and replaced it with £1.8m of prontab 
to its troublesome former subsidiary AfaL m a n ufacturing work. 


B (though, the mini-coimlomerate, has 
been through the ware of late, mainly due 
to its troublesome former subridiaiy Alai 
a French furniture manufacturer. Atal was 
ditched in January, along with its annual 
losses of £5m, as part of a widescale restruc- 
turingwhidr has seen Bultough's 27 main sub- 
sidiaries slimmed down to 15 over the past nine 
months or so. Ihe relief was palpable yesterday. 

Results showed pre-tax profits soaring from 
£4.23m to £11. lm in foe six months to ApriL 
The stock market applauded with a 2J5p rise 
in foe shares to 95p, stfil a long way short of 
foe 190p high struck in 1995. 

The comparisons were muddied by the 
disposal programme, but a 62 per cent rise in 
underlying operating profits to £8.8 lm reflects 
a strong performance from the retained 
businesses. 

The main impetus came in a £2m tumround 
from a£l,6m Loss at foe refrigeration division. 
In a deceptively simple move, Buhough 


dumped £2£m of loss-malting contracting busi- 
ness and replaced it with £1.8m of profitable 
manufacturing work. 

The performance at beating also demon- 
strated management's abilities. Divisional 
margins leapt from 13 to 17 per cent, boosted 
by bringing Trianco, acquired at foe end of 
1994, up to the level of existing operations. 
Aided also by growing demand from local 
authorities and the housing market, profits rose 
45 per cent to £3 .25m. 

Bu Hough has four growing businesses with 
leading or dose to leading positions in many 
of their markets, dearly, freed from fighting 
fires, foe management, led by chief executive 
Gordon Bond, is starting to prove its ability. 
With gearing likely to be below 10 per cent by 
the year-end Bullough will be ready to bit the 
acquisition trail by early 1998. 

Meantime, full-year profits of £18.5m would 
put the shares on a forward multiple of 9, 1 
point below their forecast yield. Good value. 


« Biocompatibles still Marketing agency gives 

“ talking with J&J nod to £22m takeover 


Sameena Ahmad 

Biocompatibles said yesterday 
that it was “weeks away” from 
a deal with Johnson Sc Johnson, 
foe US healthcare giant which 
is negotiating for rights to sell 
the UK company’s specialised 
medical coating ana surgical 


implants. 

Shares in Biocompatibles 
have slumped by more than 
400p over foe last few weeks to 
997p on concerns that a delay 
in concluding foe deal meant 
foe tie-up could fall through. An 
initial agreement to market its 
coating to J&J expired last 
month. 

Julian Steadman, Biocom- 
patibles’ finance director, said 
yesterday that foe talks were 
definitely ongoing. However, 
J&J's request to extend the 
negotiations to indude Bio- 
compatible’s recently acquired 
range of modem stents, used to 
| keep blood vessels open, as 
| well as its coating had pro- 
i traded foe talks. “A deal is 
I several weeks away. But J&J is 
I such a big player in foe US, it 
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is important to conclade this j 
properly” J&J controls S3 per 1 
cent af foe fast growing US stent 
market. Eriing Refsum, analyst , 
at Yaznakhi aid: *Tt is dear foat 
Biocompatibles is not in any 
difficulties over these negotia- 
tions. It is an even better sign 
that J&J has asked for the 
stents to be included in the 
negotiations” 

J&J had wanted to market 
Biocompatibles unique coat- 
ing, which resists infection and 
blood dots and can be used to 
deliver drags, to boost sales of 
its own stent range. However, 
J&J has relatively old products 
and with competition-increasing 
in the US, it has been losing 
market share. 

As a result J&J is keen to ac- 
quire rights to Biocompatibles’ 
new sent range. “It is dear that 
J&J needs Biocompatibles 
more than foe other way 
round," said one analyst Ob- 
servers speculate that Biocom- 
patibles can demand a princely 
royalty rate of at least 25 per 
cent on any products licensed 
to J&J. 


Cathy Newman 

Colleagues Group, the direct 
marketing agency; yesterday 
announced that it had agreed 
to be taken over by Moore Cor- 
potation, a Canadian company 
that specialises in business 
common! cations, for £2L6m 
in cash. 

Moore's takeover terms are 
95pcash plus a5p special div- 
idend. The total IQQp-a-share 
offer is in effect a premium of 

23 per cent to foe company's 
doshtg share-pike of77J>p on 
Itaesday; and 48 percent more 
than die close on 3 March, the 
day before Colleagues said it 


was in takeover talks. Col- 
kales’ shares yesterday dosed 
at 935p, up 16p. 

Moore said: “Whilst Moore 
has concentrated its direct 
marketing activities on print- 
ed customer communications, 
ca m pa i gn management ser- 
vices which wfll add strength 
to its research, creative and g 
data -based management ca- 
pabilities as part of a total 
direct customer communica- 
tion solution.” 

. The deal comes after a poor 
year in 1996 for Colleagues’ 

when a big cheat cut spending, 

and a postal strike caused 
problems. 
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market report / shares 


-oanK or acouana takeover target draws new queues 


long-standing Kanif 
ferowites are int riguing the 
Stock market. Although the 
sneer exuberance of .recent 
weeks seems to be seeping 
from many financial shares. 
Bank of Scotland and Stan- 


smprismg strength. BoS rose 
llpto440.5p, apeak; Standard 
put on 22p to U»lp. ... 

The b atiiw t wosum e is no 


tiou. BoS has been finked with 
a host of would-be bidders. ‘ 
Seven years ago Standard 
was forced into one of the 


with the help of die so-called 
White Squires, it beat off the' 
atte ntion s of XioydsTSB. 
The Scottish bank 

looked partkxdariy vulnera- 
ble since its tas-tirae jautec- 
tor, Standard Life hstmee 
group, sold most of its 32 per 


had held the shares for 11 

years, buying from Barclays. 


The market scbuviuced a 
important finaiyyii deal .is 
ben£ ha tched . BoS,. paying 
£90m for EJFI) an asset man- 
agement company, is seen as 
alikely candidate and it could 
be significant its shares, in 
brisk tradzn& moved to apeak 
on a day many bankers were 
content to remain quietly m 
their parlours. 

Standard is sees as an over- 
seas target. But HSBC, seek- 
ing acqmations, could be 
interested. It is expected to 
eventually cut its 61 per cent 
stake in die Hang Sexig Bank 
of Hong Knag following the 
Chinese takeover- Standard, 
with a Hong Cnng 
could SBlasgr gap. BBBC rose . 
4(foto24«3p. 

The forma- bnfltfing soci- 
dies that converted to banks 
were roffledby XSamsb unf s 
venture into mortgages. The 
Superstores dwm hag fiqkfrH 
with Standard Fife for its Imm 
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DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


So on a day Nationwide de- 
cided, at least for die time be- 
ing, to stay a mortal. Abbey 
NatiwizT, the first to convert, 
suffered a 15p fa& to 82L 5p; 
^■80^ after a 7.5p ga™, 
to settle far a lp fafl at 727.5p 
and Wbobridi draped 2p to 
287p. ABmce & Leic este r 
bedfaed tike tread widi a 2L5p 
earn to 600_5n. 

The rest of the market 


ewpheria, foBawmg New 


' aapcacaa-ed. After achieving a 
TmdmoizBDa -oomte rain it was 
a&dawnhg and Footsie ended 
wkh a 27.8 rise to 4£745p. 

Bteher-fimBH^pected June 

O ftn g f b ^ niH g the 


posabfliiy of another barest 
rate increase, creased the can- 
tioa. - • 

■fete A Ijte,th c sugar 
was an&cr to sttfrender an 
cady gain. The s ha r es - wer e np 
6i5p asa sio i y w ent ranad that 


Foods was preparing to stoke. 
BatmooopofycnHSBfcratians 
make, the pos sibiK ty of sach a 
deal remote. Tito fefi hack to 
429p, up Q^rp, white ABF rose 
23pto 57L5p, 

Bees produced a fowgains 
latfteaeEki^s p rogres s to 
a peak of 762p owed more to 
its growing retafl spread than 


shares have tftnhwi ll5p, as 
the market has warmed to the 
success of its Magic JPnbs Co. 
The pubs chain, winch cost 
&975m, was rcspons&fe for 
mnch of the 49 per cent prof- 
its increase. 

Despite mere profit down- 
gradings British Airways 
efimbed 7p to 635p. UBScm 
from£740m tofSSOm. 

Shidd Diagnostic was aa- 
otherwbkb lost cady exuber- 
ance. At one time the shares 
were up 40p on its iong- 
amaiced deal wito Abbott Lab- 
oratories. At the dose the 
price was down 17_5p atS50p. 
Btoca mpa tMes h h Ute 
*1 was another herithdm 
group to give tq)QBBs. 

It eaded&%> lower at 9975p 
following afartfrer delay mils 


theme barbssmess, finished at 
173_5pfroma 16Qp placing and 
Gtodel, a property company 
Crv-ncmg qq French offices, 
went to 1 fl6Jp from a lOOp 
pto rin g. 

Borneo Energy, putting JKX 
OO & Gas out of its misery, 
3Qp to 1487-Sp* JB3C. 
floated at 190p, rose 3p to 
47.5p. 

rnlrapirr. tbe junk mail 
hr<diw«. hardened 16p to 
9A5p as a Canadian group. 
Moore Corporation, made the 


Since raffing oat impressive 
iniirim figures last month the 


Johnson, the US goa. Last 

moordk the shares were aronud 

MOOjfk 

Tfoo newco me r s made firm 
starts. w^Tf* 1 *^** • Lebm, a 


Moore Goroonffoo. made the 
signalled bid- at 95p- Another 
cash bid, &75paffo£r from Bri- 
tiuma {iftfH RrtMi Bnildmg 
& Engineeri ng 15.5p to 705p. 

fete Bfiao Systems pro- 
dnerd more trading disap- 
pointment, f a ffing 9.5p to 
S15p. 

computer 

frfwti 6p to 68-5p. 

, n fk «-*' 1 J 


its stake to 5-62 per cait but 
Tbtal said it was hoi involved 
far takeover talks. 


Taking Stock 


Qlulie Rauuhaw; the Mor- 
gan Stanley analyst who 
backed Next when it was in 
the dmnps, is stai a fan of the 
grasp. After a spdl at Lanra 
Ashley she recently returned 
to Morgan Stanley and yes- 
terday let it be known tie has 
put a 12-month SSflp target 
on toe shares. 

She expects profits this 
year to reach £191m against 
£L58£m. Ms Ramshasr first 
pot her faith in Next when 
the shares were in the penny 
dreadful category. They are 

n<nr732p compared to X3p to 
1990. 

GSpargo Consulting, the 
co mpute r mvku groop. 
nudged Interim profits np to 
£625,060 and with hi l h g 
naming at record fends Is set 
<0 top the market’s £L45m 
year’s forecast. 

The shares rose 2^> to 
llASp; they were 1745p eaiv 
her this year. 
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Time to still siren song cm sterling 

T he manufacturing lobty is in [HHHB should be industiy or financial ser- decide lo raiseraies by another qua* 

hifl voice. The theme of iis wees depends on youx assessment of ter point next month, as they shouk 

siren sons is that if onlv the the balance of risks. if tomorrow's figure for second 
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T he manufacturing lobby is in 
full voice. The theme of its 
siren song is that if only the 
Bank of England would stop raising 
interest rates the pound would drop, 
exports and investment would pick 
up. and balance and harmony would 
be restored Lo the economy. The des- 
cant to this chorus is the line that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would 
have made it a lot easier if be bad 
raised consumer taxes in the Bud- 
get, with yesterday's retail sales fig- 
ures confirming the scale of the 
windfali-fueUedspendiog spree. 

All kinds of apparent^ sensible 
people have accepted this non- 
sensical reasoning. It has three main 
flaws. The first is to conclude that 
because manufacturing is flat and 
industry's export orders starting to 
decline, the economy cannot be 
overheating. The second mistake is 
to argue that it is better to use taxes 
than interest rates to manage the 
economy in the short term. The third 
is the belief the Bank of England can 
easily manipulate the level of the 
pound by adjusting interest rates. 

Take the first point ll is perfect- 
ly possible for manufacturing to be 
depressed while the rest of the 
economy remains buoyant Manu- 
facturing makes up only 23 per cent 
of national output little more than 
finance and business services at 
19 per cent As a recent circular by 
Peter Wubuton at investment bank 
Flemings points out, there could 
scarcely have been a greater contrast 
between the performance of these 
two sectors during the 1990s. 

Although growth in manufactur- 
ing started picking up in late 1991 (the 
trough of the recession preceded 
Black Wednesday in September 1992,- 
contrary to popular myth), the re- 
covery in business and financial ser- 
vices and telecommunications has 
been much sharper. They are cur- 
rently expanding at an annual rate of 
□early 1(1 percent in real terms, com- 
pared to flat manufacturing output. 

Mr Warbuton argues that this 
divergence between sectors reveals 
the “madness” of setting policy 
according to aggregate figures on the 
economy. He writes “Hi'-tech busi- 
ness services. Financial and telecom- 
munications services are not subject 
lo the same output constraints as 
blast furnaces and assembly lines." 

This is highly debatable -that bot- 
tlenecks arc less tangible in services 
does noL mean they do not exist 



Diane 

Coyle 

If only the Bank 
of England would 
stop raising interest 
rates the pound 
would drop ... all 
kinds of apparently 
sensible people 
have accepted 
this nonsensical 
reasoning 


They instead lake the form of labour 
shortages or congestion. But skip 
over this. He could also make a sim- 
ilar argument about the divergence 
between regions, with the fortunes 
of London in sharp contrast to 
Crewe, say. The London and south- 
eastern labour market will hit skills 
shortages well before the reaofthe 
country. 

The trouble is economic policy has 
to be set according to some kind of 
aggregate measure rather than one 
sector of the economy. Whether it 


should be industiy or financial ser- 
vices depends on your assessment of 
the balance of mis. 

This is something about which 
there is obviously profound dis- 
agreement at present Some econ- 
omists reckon there is a strong 
parallel between the late 1990s and 
the late 1980s. Many of the same in- 
dicators arc flashing red or amber, 
but now as then the delays in the in- 
flation process mislead many com- 
mentators into thinking there is no 
danger in this. Suggestions that the 
economy's trend growth rale had in- 
creased permanently or that flexi- 
bility in the jobs market meant 
unemployment could fall further 
without triggering wage inflation 
were two-a-penny a decade ago. 
They have resurfaced with a 
vengeance recently. 

Other experts say there might be 
a closer parallel with the early 1980s, 
when a tough Budget, high interest 
rates and strong pound plunged 
Britain into a scarring recession. 
Growth had been piddng up through 
1979, and rising oQ prices made the 
inflati on penalty pretty immediate. 

Perhaps I am inclined to put 
more weight on the boom theory 
simply because I live in London, just 
as industrialists put more weight on 
the gloom theory because they don’t. 
But it is worth pointing out that policy 
in this country has hmtSy ever erred 
on the side of being too cautious. T 
vpical British mistakes have been 
giving in to the complaints from 
industry that the cost of borrowing 
is too high, the pound loo strong or 
the tax breaks Loo miserly. 

The good thing about relying on 
small changes in interest rates to 

adjust policy over the cycle, however, 
is that u this view turns out to be too 
tough, the Bank of England can eas- 
ily reverse it. Suppose the members 
of the Monetary Policy Committee 
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decide lo raise rates by anotoer quar- 
ter point next month, as they should 
if tomorrow's figure for second- 
quarter GDP is as robust as yester- 
day’s retail sales figures. Suppose 
August and September then bring 
news of a drop in export volumes and 
a slowdown m the spending of the 
aMsunwrwifld&Ds, and theflash es- 
timate of third-quarter GDP the fol- 
lowing month is weak: The Bank 
could then revise its inflation fore- 
cast and cut interest rates. Three 
months with cates at 7per cent rather 
than G.75 per cent would not be 
catastrophic. 

This is why the Chancellor is right 

fortf^ mediunffenn, noL for fine- 
tuning over the economic cyde. Al- 
though be actually raised taxes on 
companies rather than consumers, 
despite his r~W rns lo foe contrary, this 
is an unhelpful mix rather than a ter- 
rible error of judgement After all, 
he could bardly have come back with 
another Budget in November to cur 
taxes again if the economy does turn 
out to be weakening. 

And, as Gavyn Davies has pointed 
out in his column in 77 j£ Independent^ 
fiscal policy is very tough indeed. Mr 
Brown is planning no real-terms in- 
crease in the public spending total 
If any single part of the economy is 
bearing the burden of austere poli- 
cies, it is public sendees rather than 
manufacturing 

The final point to make about in- 
dustry's special pleading is that the 
Bank of England cannot necessarily 
make the pound fall by cutting in- 
terest rates. If it did so at a time when 
the economic indicators were still 
warning erf inflationary risks-as they 
are - the foreign exchange markets 
would simply look forward to an even 
bigger rise in interest rates later. It 
would be apostponement of the in- 
evitable. The last government un- 
leashed faster growth than the 
economy can sustain and itwfll soon- 
er or later have to be brought back 
I under control. What's more, the big- 
ger the boom, the bigger the bust. 

There is nothing to be done about 
the fact the British economy is fur- 
ther advanced in its qde than the rest 
of Europe, or about the uncertainties 
over EMU that are depressing the 
continental currencies. All the spe- 
cial pleading in the world cannot bong 
the pound down. This is something 
that time, rather than the Bank of 
Fngland, will have to set to rights. 


Chairman Mis to keep 
up with changes at Pace 


Pace, the makers of receivers and 
decoders for satellite and digital 
television, have had a certain 
amount of management turnover 
recently. Perhaps this explains a 
danger dropped yesterday by the 
company’s chairman, Peter 

Morgan. 

Mr Morgan was introducing 
the Pace board to journalists and 
said at one point: “I think you'll 
know Steven Baines, our finance 
director." 

The finance director shifted un- 
easily in his seat, and murmured: 
“Er. Steven Jones, actually ” 

Mr Morgan excused himself, 
saying: “There are so many 
Stevens in the company.'’ 

Perhaps the headhunters re- 
cently appointed by Pace to find a 
new chief executive and finance 
director should make sure no 
“Stevens" are interviewed. 

What is it with Gordon Brown 
and clothes? Fresh from his con- 
troversial decision to attend the 


People & Business 


the Chancellor again caused a stir 
yesterday, this time at the House 
of Commons. 

The Chancellor had just sat 
down in front of the Treasury 
Select Committee, to be grilled 
on his recent Budget The day 
was sweltering, the House has no 
air conditioning to speak of, and 
Mr Brown's three flanking Trea- 
sury minders were visibly wilting. 

Giles Radke MP, being a rea- 
sonable chap, suggested that Mr 
Brown and nis henchmen should 
follow his example and take off 
their jackets. The Chancellor 
sternly refused. His three under- 
lings all followed suit as it were. 

Then it was Alistair Darling’s 
turn to be interviewed, in his ca- 
pacity as Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury. Mr Darling immediately 
took his jacket off. And the same 
three underlings then removed 
their jackets as well, in unison. 
Who says obsequiousness is dead? 

Marco Polo House, the post- 
modern office block in Battersea, 
London, which used to house The 
Observer before the paper's move 
to Buringdon Road, has been the 
cause of recent manoeuvring? be- 
tween TV companies, I hear. 







Peter Morgan: Headhunters 
should avoid Stevens 

The black and white striped 
building became the home of 
British Satellite Broadcasting 
back in the distant days when 
beating Rupert Murdoch still 
seemed like a real possibility. 
When Mr Murdoch’s Sky subse- 
quently bought BSB out, it re- 
tained Marco Polo House. 
Coming up to date. Sky has just 
been forced to leave the British 
digital terrestrial TV combine, 
BDB, following concerns ex- 
pressed by regulators. 

The remaining members of 
BDB have had to pay Sky £75m 
in compensation for its enforced 
exit. Sky responded by offering to 
throw in Marco Polo House as 
part of the settlement 

The BDB people have agreed, 
and are preparing to take up resi- 
dence at Battersea. There is a 
sting in the tale, however. They 
have asked Sky to pay f 1.2m to- 
wards refurbishing the now-age- 
ing post-modern edifice. And 
wonder of wonders, Sky has 
coughed up. Perhaps Murdoch is 
losing his grip. 


Something nf a civil war verms lo 
be brewing up in the aonuniau} 
profession, with the publication 
of ^ survey tiuluy which vat's that 
nearlv three quarters of British 
finance directors think that 
receivers’ fees should be capped. 

survev of 200 financial 
director* fiv Reed Accountancy 
Personnel follows the much ptfHi- 
cised criticism last week bv Lord 
Justice Ferris of Buehler Philips, 
the insolvency firm which wound 
up the late Robert Maxwell’s 
estate. Buchlcr Philips submitted 
a hill for insolvency ices of 
£ 1.53m. leaving nnh £4DI>.lMJti n? 
the tycoon's £l.t»7m estate. 

Criticism hv a judge is one 
thins, but to be attacked by fellow 
accountants is quite another. 
Accord'mc to the survey, which 
appears in today's 
Age, 73 per cent of Finance direc- 
tors believed some form or cap- 
ping of fees is required. One FD 
said: "it is almost a licence to 
print money and wry often pre- 
vents real creditors’ from getting 
anything worthwhile returned. " 

One suggestion from the FDs, 
that their insolvency brethren 
■ should charge a percentage of , 
what they recover for creditors, 
drew a withering response from 
the receivers - since this was the 
system in place vears ago under 
which “cowboy liquidators’* 
flourished. 

Chris Barlow, the Coopers k 
Lybrand partner, has been an 
administrator of Polly Peek for 
the past five years. He said: “Peo- 
ple made far more money on the 
old 'percentage' system. In most 
insolvencies the insolvency practi- 
tioner already has to get the con- 
sent of an elected creditors' 
committee to the level of fees." 

Nigel Hamilton, a partner with 
Ernst it Young, who took a lead- 
ing role in the administration of 
Canary Wharf, said that the 
banks "who are the main creditors 
in business collapses already seru- < 
tinise receivers' fees very closely. 
Whatever transpires, accountancy 
sherry parties should be froslv 
occasions for some time to come. 

John Willcock 


Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterling Dollar 

County Spot 1 month 3 months Spot 

US 16812 19-17 57-54 1000 

Canada 23215 71-66 209-201 13609 

Germany 30720 97-90 289-278 18273 

France 10359 340-320 920-880 6.1616 

Italy 29B5B 02-U V6-Q7 17760 

Japan 194.72 104-100 307-302 H582 

all 15500 35-31 108-101 10647 

Belgium 63447 21-t5 59-51 37740 

Denmark 0697340-290 1010-900 69579 

Netherlands 34596 106-96 319-304 £ 0579 

Ireland H3B7 8-2 22-16 14765 

Norway 12803360-290 990-880 74967 

Spain 25868 37-26 116-97 15388 

Sweden 0.167 310-340 820-800 78319 

Switzerland 24889 H4-1Q5 342-328 14864 

Australia' 22828 9-3 30-20 13579 

Hong Kong 0024 18-2 1X3-46 73U7D 

Malaysia 44340 34-51 102-143 26375 

New Zealand *25882 2-5 2-14 15395 

. Sautfi Arabia 63054 37-33 129- TIO 37507 

Sngapore 24657 49-14 153-141 14667 


Other Spot Rates 

Country Starting Doflar Country Staring 

Argentina 158M 09999 Nigeria 139909 6 

Austria 216M7 12B571 Oman 06476 

Brazi 16197 10821 Pakistan 680703 ‘ 

China 139420 62909 Philippines 4S0933 2 

Egypt 57060 33950 Portugal 310172 i 

Friland 90428 53775 Qatar 61194 

Ghana 366569 218000 Russia 9730.15 I 

Office 479.794 285320 Soum Africa 76757 

taste 600087 356950 tartan 470512 5 

Kuwait 05107 03037 UAE 6.177* 

Forward rates quoted high to low are al a discount subtract from spot rale 
Rale quoted low to high are at a premium odd lo spot rate 

‘Donat rates quoted as reopracats. 

For the latest foreign e»change rates coB 0891 123 3033- 
Cate «KJ 5Cp per manure 
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Interest Rates 

UK Germany 


Liffe Financial Futures 


UK Germany US 

Base 6.75% Discount 250% Prime 850% 
Ranee Lombard 450% Discount 500% 

Intervention 3.10% Canada Fad Funds 550% 

Italy Prima 4,75% Spain 

Dteowri 625% OnOCMt 296% tHJay Repo 525% 

ftetartorida Denmark Sweden 

Advances 290% Discount 325% Repo (fee) 4j0% 


Japan 

Discount 050% 
Belgium 

Discount 250 % 
Central 300 % 

Swftznwtand 
Discount 100% 
lartfard rta% 


Bond Yields 
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Money Market Rates 







OTiHght 


1 MeMh 

lIMl 

SUorth* 

l Vrar 

InHbank 

6S 7 6S 

6»»Bn* 

B4 7S 

7S 

7s 

7> 7s 

Staring CDs 

Local Auttwtty Daps 

6s. 


5Vi 

es 

6S 

EWt 

e»s 

7>a 

7S 


7ra 

7ia 

Discount Uartmt Deps 

6-Si 


8"e 


■ 

- 


- 

SSBf 1 ■* 




8"» 

544 

So* 

555 

5^2 

5.78 

ECU LmAadDep 




*; 4 

4*» 4m 

4s 

4s 

4»n4* 


£ Buys 

AumaSafflohre) 21976 

AusmaOchttnge) 20.0400 

Bafcyuni (Franca) 60.7000 

Canatla(Doflara) 22480 

Cyprus (Fount) 0.8800 

DenmaikJKranei) 11.2600 

HtAand(GdMei3) 32975 

FrtandLMMte) 8.7500 


£ Buys 

FtwoB(Franca) 95930 
GottonytMarta) 29380 
GreecefDrachnnQ 4620000 
Hong Kong{Dot8rs) 126150 

Mandjftmty 19930 

MylUra) 2877.0000 

Japan (Yen) 1009500 

Matla&Jri) -, 0.8425 


£ Buys 

New ZMtandpoflss} 25100 
NcrwayfKronsr} 121600 

PorftjgdfEacurlos) 2969000 
Spamflfrraatw) 2469000 
Swedan(Kninor) 127500 
Swtaartend (Franca) 24135 
Turiwyftira) 2505709000 
Uflted StafcBtpOkirs) 19380 
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Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

Settlement price: 48B7 doaing offer price 
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IPE 630pm *chg Yraga 
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Oct 1840 +015 
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Qua oil (S/totma) WT 1 Products t (Utome) 

PE does *chg 6pm Spat OF NW Europe 

Aug 1650 +290 Sep 10.70 PtenuUntaeded 187(199 
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Industrial Metals 
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“Inform at ion professionals rank 
Financial Times Information as the most 
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Andre Agassi suffered another 
. defeat in bis latest comeback 
when hts American compatriot 
; Justin Gimelstob beat him 7.5^ 
6-2 m the first round of the In- 
finite Opcnin Los Angeles. 

TIk setback, on Thesday, was 
thesixtb time the former world 
No 1 has tost his first match of 
a tournament this year and 
casts doubt over whether the 
winner of three Grand Slams 
can ever recapture his old form. 

“It wifi take a while to get that 
confidence back - to prove to 
myself lean beat these guys day 
in and da? out again," he said. 
“It’s rust a grind. YouVe got to 
pay tbft price and do it. 1 cer- 
tainly- am. committed to that 
c h al l e n ge and I wfll do it. 

“At this stage of the ball 
game ft makes me feel frus- 
trated and, like 1 cannot do iL 
So rts a tough homp to get over. . 
- It doestf tgetany easier week 
after week,” he said. 

Agassi has returned to com- 
petition after a lG^week lay-off 
^ becauseof a right wrist injury, 

" butiost toDongFlacfainTOush- 
ington DC last week. 

^stiMindofkeptgettmglhe 
lead burbot remembering now 


to win,” said Agassi, who has 
dropped to No 32 m the world. 

“That should come along. It’s 
Bite a woman who’s been preg- 
nant 30 months,” he said. “All 
of a sadden it just happens." 

The 20-year old Gimelstob, 
a tour newcomer who devel- 
oped Iris game at the Universi- 
ty of California at Los Angeles, 
was elated over the biggest vic- 
tory in his career. 

“I had goosebumps when I 
walked cm the court, 1 was so ex- 
cited,” Gimelstob, who is 
ranked 103rd in the world, said. 
“I feel the saute way now. Tb 
have a win like this m front of 
my friends and family on my 
home court feels great” - 

“Obviously, he’s nor at the 
top of his game right now but 
I nave so much respect .for 
him,” be said. “But I compet- 
ed well, played a good match 
' and things went toy way.” 

“I’m not going to say he 
played the match of his life and 
I beat him. When he plays the 
match' of his life, you’re just 
praying for rain.” 

Gimelstob captured the 
opening set, breaking Agassi in . 
the final game for the third time 
when he cracked a cross-court 
winner art his, fifth breakpoint 
to end a fT^pOHrt game. • 


Agassi took a brief lead with 
an immediate fareakia the sec- 
ond set, but Gimelstob broke 
twice to take a 3-1 advantage. 

Gimelstob fought off a break 


ahead 5-2 before dosing out the 
one hour, 27-minnte match 
when Agassi committed his 
fourth and fifth doable-faults on 
die final two points of the match. 

Agassi was asked if anything 
positive came out of the .defeat. 
“It’s just another match and 
we’ll take the nest step from 
here," he said. “It didn’t set me 
Jbacfc as much as I didn’t break 
through. It’s not going to take 
one match to win. It’s just an- 
other match and nexttime it wifi 
be modi easier for me £0 not 
lose serve after getting up a 
break” Ia other matches, top 


tia, beat thc'"SoHth African 
Neville Godwin 7-&,j$-3, third 
seed Mat^ PfcSGppoussis of 
Australia hk^O- aces to over- 
come Braza’s'Roberto Jabaii l r 
6, 6-3, 7-6 £nd the fourth seed 
and twfoe chanmkm, Richard 
Krajicek, fired 14 aces to defeat 
Marcos Ondruska of South 
Africa 6-^ 64. Jim Courier, the 
sixth seed from the Thtited 






Yates’ call-up 
caps unlikely 
comeback 


1 Again: An3h& Agassi dml^ghts ffrst-rowid defeat fh the Los Angples Open 
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Matthew Yfctes earned a re- 
markable comeback yesterday 
by being named in Britain’s 
WdiM Championship squad. 
Yates, who last ran for Britain 

at the 1993 World Champi- 
onships m Stuttgart, was givaitbe 

for Arihiens^ieii the selectors 
added four names to the team. 

The 28-year-old almost re- 
tired last autumn after being 
forced to five on social securi- 
ty, but he earned his call-up af- 
ter finkhjng third in the trials 

in Ri nninghn m before docking 
his fastest time for four years in 
Hechtel last weekend. 

Yates said: “I have had to put 
up with a lot, with people writ- 
ing roe oflE, saying I was finisbed. 
This win help prove them wrong. 
A lot of credit has to go to my 
coach. Brace Lougdcu. I was 
dose to retiring last September 
but from that he has got me to 
the World Championships." 

Yates pipped Anthony 
Whiteman, one of Britain’s Eu- 
ropean Cup heroes, despite be- 
ing two seconds slower man his 

rival who missed the trials ear- 
lier th is month through illness- 


advice from Cole is to relish the race 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 


It is a measure of the calibre of 
horse that will turn up for duty 
m the King George VI & Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes at Ascot on 
Saturday that the outsider of the 
{§ field of eight is a Group One 
winner. Strategic Choice may 
have won across Europe, in 
Britain, Ireland, Ranee and 
Italy, he mffjrhavedeatMieatied 
for.thirdplace with Helissio in' 
lastyearisJapan Cup, yet he can 
still be backed at 50-1. 

the atlrietes^tefore teTat'foe 
weekend wfll be 125, .which 
puts much meat on the daim 
that this is the highest quality 


contest seen for same time. 
“And Pvc got good form with 
the whole field," Paul Cole, 
Strategic Choice’s trainer, said 


with Posidonas jin last year’s 
Prince® Gf Wales's Stakes at 
Newmaxketj, and Strategic 
Ounce himself ran him to a 
length and a hit in Japan when 
heJdead-healed with Hefissio. 
Shantou beat me only two and 
a bit len gths the other day {in 
the Gran Premio (£ Milano at 
San Siro] so we’ve got very good 
form. It’s just that there is 
nothing to sogj^st he can torn 
these little distances around. 

“Pd have to be a complete id- 
iot tossy I fancied our chances, 
biit 1 think we love a chance of 
getting into the first four:” ■ 


• Jtf Stratn^Oanoe does, not 
make it into the moaey b? iSun- 
Ktefy to bamshhis owner to the 
soup kitchens. Martyn Aririb, 
who also owns Salmon Ladder 


anamnnefly collected pnzes on 
behalf of Sningey Was moeaSyao 
corded the dBstihicfioa of being. 
Britain's secondmost successful 

fously successful investment 
hpSse; Perpetual, was in Barba- 
dos tins week looking over the 


pad he has just had btrift. The ar- 
chitect’s ^scrolled plans are not 
beEev&J to havejnvolvecbnuch 
are for corrugated iron, j 
. ^flkjale Strategic Choice, at six, 
is the oldest home in the race, 
thwynmn gwgfj g mgfith gr X ffil, is 
the- sole standard bearer for the 
Clastic generation, a fact which 
Cote believes preyenfethe King 
George from being one of the 
.truly great race&^tfrfel; -the 
race is missing sometiBBg,be~ 
cause ft would be nice if there 


yvjassptoven Group One three- 
year-old in the race,” he said. 
fOitthe.other hand, horses 
vety- unsound beasts and 
were hsjeky to assemble in one 
piece tlas^cali&e of field. I 
don’t think the media and the 
public realise that trainees are 
battling: to keep their horses 
sound 365 days a' year. Tb as- 
semble so maaygood horses in 
one' raoe &" very rare and We 
ought to tit back and relish it.” 
Stzat^c^ioire was third to 


I'lrmE«pportfqr,KH^!C?eorgb favourite 


Bdissiowas 


fast, ground. Cord cat the Hie’ The film’s spokesman, Simon 
r.gs- ■ . Ldlcju^ie-tiunied colt to Glare; said: “Helissio wD start 

SYs .• fevourite from 13-8 and poshed , a much shorter {nice if Michael 
!te out PftsudsktfoJI-2 from 5-1 a Stoute’s-hoEseispuUedouL" 
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n Festival Umit 

The Chdtenbam Festival has 
become so successful that the 
course is to introduce a crowd 
limit to prevent an uncomfort- 
able squeeze. It will admit few- 
er racegoers fo Gcdd^Gitp dfeay 
bv imoosnie a crowd maxamnn 


■ A 




of 50,000, 15% less than at-, 
tended this year’s big rac e. Ad- 
. mission levels, this year ’were 
40,000 on Tuesdscy and'Wcdrie^- 
day.but 5SJS50 on Tlmrsday^ * 
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vhmea, I38rmnen, ]&£%, -434J8; J Dtuiop ~ SO winner*, 100 ranaera. 38JW, 
■41M8; I MJlag — 18 wfamezs, 183 runners, 17^%, +56-68. 

0 LEADING JDCOQSZBe Pit 8Ad«7 — 87 wtanei*, 284 ilde*, 21 -416,07; LD«fc- 
tarf — 4Bwtanra, &19 tide^ 21W, +SS4W; T Q*b» — 27 nbata, 201 rides, 13.4%, 
-£4&9J; MUtav — 36 winna*, 1 78 rides, 14-6*, -£82.7 X 

BlfllXigtED VB8T TME: Ifitbnk (4J9Q. 

WINNKBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DABS: None. 

14MG-nBnUNCE KDNNBKSc F|jriM F8p (XB0) Ira been rat 182 nSes by B HaigBi fiom 
BMgnraijto»lMd»OB^ ilaflbrtiiafc 

ro"^c] WTBtSALLS MADB*i AUCTION STAKES (CLASS E) £5,000 
acMad 2VO 5f Penalty VUue £$583 

1 04 UreSBBBKEMOtopMRKingJ&tylMMlOllBaSt DIMbMmX 

2 5 S0aiMtreWwiMck8l>9I>tMdnS7 RCacMwE 

3 TlfiflMS(W5ETSByBl<Ml0UraaRwi«ill JSB9»Wl*iunt87 KMMuB 

4 EM»miflwmHoraMnBaw)iatt«88 lhws 

5 022 ajn»BBB r n«5DD^CtttajBMI^B5.~_~_~i MaWNy6 

6 S 84U CEO «Lasd»fc®*a}H Maqfeon 84 K Daily 7 

7 0 MBiCURr FM1MB (4« Ap BaiMd) D AdulnX B 1 Itortn Dwyw [3] 2 

5 M»Ues«0MUraMdUMGM81 HMc*4 

BETTMC: 4-6 CkMdtoqy,-M Staton, 1S4 Shap Mm 7-1 BM, 8-1 LMi SaMaaM^ 2IM. M- 
[4ii'i rit. 711 1 Hull 4 m. Mwthj 
. 199aa*B«85PBtB*»y 1M fl HnmOdnn 0S}6m 

HWMfiHDE 

cuauaBBKStt, ogttiecoureeMnea Apifl, Mtpwwto u atbmiwBl behind Wwi Jug touched 
oppose hoawbyBsytoaf ina NewiMy raidefi on RnJay. Shs car mate amends on tWs 
qt4ck/«WBaBrii^n^orihecxt»tot«ueiitoattra^irftostVMMdpUnoaf[m)(TilBs 
ta8nWiin8BBui<14ioMB rt i7 g WngatTtakfBoert». ShB ww staging on wel Tiwn owr 
a funfons out, Dot Haw owr tic sna k lwiwm to ttmn how atm vti fan dnsppod In 
Sato chi fcMilDWOnberdQtxaMxtti Cie 32 to OotiOB Court BtlMndKr.wNbUto San- 
'-towat atohooSh no matdrlor toe «*wior, snowed Wat ha couto-tfn a m» whin tlwnh to 
tra-Se FNr-at Bmu^ JiSari SrMtvOtoovma. Lite Seritanca’s trainer, alia rum now- 
~ mmtor iPartthto: a Stom6l»ar ooft nr *rfmm iha btyzangof Meoen fMon catenas tfw go. 
Bari0a Doanri fa on strap Wtowfer lain Bakflng but this Kean haMraoiar to Mttiul 
-tBai maria hniite wnt of tub dnw. «Ha Geoff LmMla Ha ira e * ! Mt to b Mf-sinar 
tDtt»*prtnarVWkta'moParlt J eto ct lO to OOUMEBHY 

foTEin.SUH BANK IMBBI STAKES (CLASS O) £&000 added In 

TAwWj BfiM ft ylhti rt BIB 

:1 22»45 annriBnra|^QmtUitEGuE9aDla«r497 MEMtoyT 

2 . x SSmtaaB 

3 . 30 S a< erB&0» ^ ^^ ^p j fV 

6 % !f BC^teS 

7 0 IUMCn» P23 (Hra leaUatet} B kto^n 388 Clin Upon* 

B UUVflMfflpaM CtoU Mira* 338 FHniteS 

g 0 JiranCHB«(ma»artDawMneM|»Rln«m3BB aUcOomI 

id noai wiiip * * Buatotoo o i Wai38 a a nn wia 

BEnWKB-4 Mai Btorat, M Mp« Mdtera, M Mot, B-l Cam OTWanM, IB-lioaM, 2M. 
Maas< 2M RMRh BM Mwt 

Utt HUM re 13 PM Edday 11-10 far B Owtanl <tao (71 12 «n 

romreuDe 

Bright Hedtara Iwd u«*4 plieed term aa a)wenle: windng up with a Mo to Beauchamp 
' rang*! a UBBd race at Ascot, and loatad m tfm^i ha taoined That abUty denpu babifl 
abxm M last year a*ien forflh n tonarta at Windsor on Ns latum. Datia Lodert 04ding 
coukJ flR<4> ooy «lh to Song Of ftaedom at Portataa m*n tewume na« time. ^tssSig 
iwMleriMoiiasnM, and B mw be Owe 10 ludonei M too br tor hm. Ha should 
Mwalaid thaw trade at a mite, but piAienoe is for FATAL BARAAARL hBdwl Stouto'a 
■son of Gnsfl Dastn: to tatManher to the sabto'* wai oak* wkvnr PoasetaiM Da new and 
riiowed'iftabr bQlto only tun at ten -aten ftW to Stowyiintt war seven futartgl H««- 
Fttti. Basal has 0Nn aouOh A MBit on a coupb o4 Wended runa, ntiirinB to enter 
-the taut, tntt ttlttp be hopsdlW being gskteJ has qittoned f*n dnwi. Slot ifisap- 
poUBd beHnd 3^ FHoce at NeanaitAbMO watia alter hM debut iWrd to Komi at TWraK 
at Uw orti eetid naad Mscomebeck mt Onan Of timw needed nta dabut at Wranck 
Uite aonBi alii ena'iem aa terl tf ih of jj to Soeeutemr. bemn almost IS lengtin. F>anMt 
EMtoriteonM^nraandfwaniBd^iprotiB. satactkiK FATAL 8ARMR) 


StMLTEOF 

lm'2f Penal 


P A - S*Wa- ■■ • 

. vm- 
■■ .... 


Turn to 


1RIGH# ; 


. 1 405043 
2 . .-00884 

} 3 ■ asm 

4 V2SJ 

5 «L 

; i ■ oms 
s meo 
a raws 

30 992045 

£1 3Qt 20 

12 23-140 

13 Bras 
: 34...1W 
25 -OM21 
9 -00003 


(CLASS D9 £10000 added 


80FtfM(lHA)(l3jmt^»lAlirHBda49U : 


zScSS^StoSS^idEsKili 

tuBMCHnamckiK a*tei»***4 s n — 

MRfeOMjnq Oaltateatt) M Saw 3 B 7. 


J46hamr4 
CadnMia 
•tdBUmfJ 
marina 31 
Fat GUayS 
— MatoBB 
JtSMwJB 
-JWianrT 
—RhfcelO 
! Satin 32 
JIMaS 
OTniaiin 34- 
-1MMI8 

IIWdlB 

AMtiMeaB 

)Dn]w(B)1 


m, 7-nwjaa Btefc.’Mww Britt, *-l tenlwna, 30-1 1M* 
IBqrannriiia^m i4iar^u.Ta. natrlrigiet-iB-lBat* 


Lammtana mid pentire in the 
King .George two years ago 
and vs® str^^e to repeat that 
position. "There are question 
marks about same of the oth- 
ers but they’re such good hors- 

es that they will be difficult to 

beat,” Cole said. “My feeling 
about Helissio is that-hc is not 
at his best on this Hast] ground. 
He is very much a French horse 
in that respect On the oilier 
hand, the faster the ground 
the betted fi» Strategic Choice." 

It is a French rac^which has 
come to bwezshadow the King 
George, and Cote considers 
drat even an encounter as po- 
tentially thrilling as Saturday's 
cannot co m pe te w i th the Prixdc 
l’Aic de Thomphe timpiy be- 
cause of its place In the eaten- 


POMfOIIDE 

tlta sjbeequflrc success of thMuiaced bsaf hi a Safabuy handcap gteea a aoM tat* to- 
Dw e|iu to*» Belli maiden vAn ana Uica Cunaft Fahy Kteg con; te auw to be rwfl 8up- 
ported in Ms Hat handcap. The handcapper iris to Iran Ms Uttal ndne of 84 a bom 
rtgrt. but he te open to improvement alter jua two rum. Another three y oa r-olri bavtig hte 
teat tun in a handicap bS U AinOOW. irfio showed Ms of afa«y when faurth p 

Hacfilyvh ai Umpeki Ian morah- That tarin has sorted outm^Dtti VtetHriac*! Dram 
A&sB iNtentoeac Ay srtiritewlnrwrjejbts doubt an Epsom Second kt the Urtg- 

fUd rnce was brvenal Scholar, tour ml a hrff tenths bt tant iff Sitahboor and a slinlar 
dstance behind Datapour at Bam. lira anpm Dampourffaj the ed^ coneedns 12lh. 
bat Shadfioor mv ttiOte ttio ffaatar bnprowrnent A Sna t&rougi Hach^alt on Qnomnn- 
iteiC0vm Sbaitboor «wy ebanoa affbucTUMteiWy, wm'mb a lnr®h end a half adrift 
of Hach^oh in flted to Wring Dougi. ThaK was anfititar soimvt Hem TiaoBabHty, vfto had 
ptovtowty been Btbtl id Sky Commander cm coum and tfetonoa, «40i Denton MR Bay 
£Ub (MOBraff now} a beMnd In fourth. Shoe tften. BertJon m Sp/ftss been fftW 
to Veridan at Chester, trim Soiyaan (same barm} Jus bier a length behind. HaMricto- 
seating KotataoM mtytetitMs gomd mo test titer Me s*» at Goodw o od tea month. 
Ha had Trojra Hak and Gaaau) Item behind whan pining «» test of ihem diet imi 
trip arti Tiqlen Rtekboosad the tanq CvtrinMnKa vabatuiaoiowr thta oWansB on Gctew 
0^byalaneiifro»nPaariotGaines(stBbiarnatttottteaetecMbn).1>pao<wi n »thBSShaim 
up Ml an both tuns Ails tarn at Ms counte, tettabktgihbtl to FBhe BMk wal beaten) 
and to Magks Combination. He needs a longer nip. The last tfourefls against Bmaloa 


and to Ma0c Combination. Hb needs a longer trip. TM 
Jack, utile QuttAicIi has enough waWt and Pitocai 
wttan ttwd to Regal Rsprimand at foOtastom las week. 


wtt find this tourer than 
SatacOnKSHAHBOOR 


iqcci IflLCARS STAR STAKES (Listed) (CLASS A) £13*00 
added ZW 7T Psmdty Vtfm £9y04fl 

1 1 EUMHBff(29)(CmBtyMiSM)&rMftucDB812 Itetinl 

2 41 tOI HnWD {22J (P] (Drinllg l4Bd8I2 MttoeuS 

3 1 WOOnAWWMIfftiSAttraOlESsneutPaaiipifr^nSQ-^^JBdtfl 

4 26 RMM(Uj W*HriSU6CBdBrifl89 ^-JiDojteJ 

5 0 0BKBS»(M)(t3»tivPtekSU8USk)raB9 — LDaHori4 

6 33 R0era«pa)Map(»t«ta*g|CMn89 BMteDuwB 

-Sdednd- 

BHilte M Ibwufcga te— d teboi tonn hlod y . 4d Hrarafc Sdl teti Hw< ,lHtet w B ; 
1996c nad CamcSa 8 12 T Own S-l (9r M PlBSCOO) dram (4) 7 « 

FORM WF 

FORUM hK solid form owteroala and can breaX her dm*. Ctho Brtnain’s Ifty wee rumw- 
up to Rwdniog at Asoot on her debut, ntift Next ftoand owr two and a hatr tongths to- 
hind In fcurth. NnxtRomd vwnt on m win a FOSastma maiden and meats Fbtum on 3B> 
wene terms, ride Fonm wnt on to be sMh to AsBnh in the Group Three Cherry Hinton 
Stakes at NewmartM. beeten under Axr lengths and shoulng mat today's anra ^ 
be Jn her tewur. Beqeaot tonowa the same path as Ian jeer's Sir Mailt Prescott-Babied, 
Cheuetey PtukStud-wned winner. Red Catnahta; having won sCarfiste on her debut She 
was not as bnptBSsfce as Red Camera and. whie shews haw progressed dree, he* acme- 
Thing to prove bi mis Oasa. A bt&pr thram moyld be ObscewKi. who Urtlted fnorn 9-2to8- 

1 on her dehut belaid the HeHautad Brteasw at Nenwnarlet and showed prorme h fiMriarg 
J*ventti of 33. WmmBmM Malady wg haw bemtead horn her debut success at Haydook. 
where Unto— was beaten under two lengths in then Robeena dkt not do muchlbnhe 
fonn wtian third to eaty winner Parisian lady at Satesbwy, though. C etee W e n: FORUM 

nr’oe] PYCRAFT & ARNOLD HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7^325 added 
3VD lm Of Ptmally VWue £5^36 

X 33-135 M1HW(BSI9ttelHinraMMriaouii8BHIi9 7 RMiUB 

2 3100 ASnnm«HMri£a9|in«rAHaaiOCadBap96 — B DtiM4 

3 002 CRVSrani3(ra(&wK<M4»i>w4JGaHBn9S LMBMd* 

4 213232 U1UAiam(2n(4hBMSbiipsotiSCllHMnsa5 KnafcrS 

6 3-223 monCSA tmira Olwin Mdaumd)MSbM> 92 IMdl 

6 081202 KMrOPNMMmasaM4POM92 FMSHnyS 

7 641 HMHinaMUE{2g(»teBEAHaddHCBclBU. - -JtIMtoB 

8 00-214 m«»mia(9i)08|BndotiS«aW4 n d- ,Duric i’8fi HCadmii 

9 433318 SUM MBIT (USA) 06) f-4 (K S Lwl M Pdgate 8 9 MMmS 

ID 014114 SUDearmOUHtBOMiMilltiibtilBiUigB? Itertte Drear (S0 1 

U 003004 BBmBTHESCBCSmiftMQMGQprBB...... ■■ BBreJw» 7 

BEnwa: 94 SMhI. UB Cryral HBs, W btebdea, 1X2 Mgh tetdrav M UBe Aeoui, tH 

ftolr, Ar»w f1BwW4>,l hart Of Annot.lB-ntetiBft<, 12-1 8e» Atert, 20-1 itotedlbt tow 

3BB6C Pbw heede 9 7 B Ibomaan 4-3 p> Moderi dOMt CD 8 on 
FORM aUOE 

h b IraareeMng that John GaadBi again tahas on Meloi fca whh CRtBIAL HB1S titer Ms 
tJeretaan cdh was beaten a length and a nett by ttuc ititi at LtncHelil flpair wl dead- Ciys- 

teit«s has a 2 te pul today and la sure u be suteed bgr ihls atta quarter of a rMte. That 
Un0Wd tun wes tha teK real (bm by Oystsf Htts. whe»0 Malotfea had been pteoM m 
each of her three previous rani, so the state are that Crystal MBs wl find more Ingaoi®- 
ment. paMculariy wth Ftantie Datmi taking our. MMkak a another who wli be autod by 
thte tot^sr trip. Ha dnpedwal on Ms retun after an abeance tinoe Apr! when Mh n Dream 
OtNumx atVotk 0/n4fJ. sudeet, fount} to BoMr over two nwte st Ascot; haenowor- 
Tteaonranwiaand,ii0iodMra,nwKbaBdarvr.soamBonsMaiiLiJtttiABM,Bhe- 
|y to be suited tv stepping up In (Usance, and Herny Oecffe Mgh tetrigve, who justlfled 
odds of 9-2 on bt a three-runner race on heavy ffound at Chester. Heart Of Amor has 
bean bt flood term but may bain the hanticapper's sip. SalaettoK CRfSIAL WiS 

□Tccl SURREY RACftG HANDICAP (QASS D) £5,000 addod 3YD 
1^^”! Sf Penalty VbIim£3A85 

1 214000 kKJCUU»lMMlBinac^lbM6FMMPeygr ICMmIV 

2 5-5321 SAUy6RBI(2iqm(KVSarti0(teClM92 LIMM4 

3 218038 S*mrMM*C U: (Hi CM A WwniMBdl91 — — ■ mtetere7 

4 41 idBigiuRocisipfi} chew ream am TMthw 80 MEarays 

s 3-6360 wawaKMunractiuirapftmraMMAiMtfcSlS FNatoS 

6 -01304 IBM— 8 T»l p~8 (Tt) (TrtaHT H Mil II flUtei II TUnlail n 11 ItMaalO 

7 -20325 IMfflflOCM) OBShapj JteBlu«89 ASredwal 

8 031204 TEMWHDL(UIimUVnaNKn&CsmTUtei8B IWtt 

9 43x434 saasmHoiymoBJiiMmeiumsj Kiuras 

ID 013663 A*)MT0m(MKTIw7}Kta>84 Malta Dqar p } 9 

12 100543 IMMBIUCEnaraMinii|AVVM8ata|Wtt*7U IImbZ 

— 

BOTWa 4-X Bh »**, 5JI SMy Ctmo, U SMUoMfr HiMaite 3« "Ml *•*% 7-1 
ItamMBaek^U Aariara 11U taraM Bra; 144 lira WHtte 384 olim* 
199fcCraChtfB6TQire3-ltteUAinttdaM<R?itai 
fdrhsude 

Rnnr-n«SigJbl4RaiBOhMIha W»t drew and tan bahonia. He he* found tha final fti 1 - 
loru^ Epeom's * a» fa im soft gnufti on Ms teat wo starts when second to Itw Fte- 
dw and aMtfi to Ptablr Otenour. Ha was beetan a short trad ty Tear WMta m LmMetUi 
BrtjMon raca, bat that iM. who afan B*s to lead, it drara Mghen of all. Saty Green, 
fucpBWfitt)UBrootn»anddMBncetaaiime,iBsa8W)0dnwi)wa7B>taa my sop 
her, Tlw dwp to may not be m StonWayhoV* tewur. *tte6 FoiXestono mateen vwv 
mr H*w aoKRoebret has more wMs ptete ten. Mon Biwos Is to gp up 6B>f0tete»ng 
hie ttiid to HattlTo f^B» and Moraantea in a Batfi dtimer. tot may not mptffllhHonii 
a hArtace Mb ii MS B Baartt wet ltahtaheritwi when beefing Northern Sal at Caoer- 
Ickln May, wMe Sleet Mbweteta another wed handbswped. Setodtac MARENGO 


“fi was a very difficult deri- 
sion,” the performance director 
Malcolm Arnold said. “It was a 
case of cboo&ing someone wbo 
had runveiywdu before the tri- 
als, but who had not run since. 

For Yates^afomer^^o- 
pean indoor 1500m champion 

- it completes a remarkable re- 
turn, having admitted he ‘Vent 
off the rails" after being poised 
for a golden future. He was 
earning around £80 ,000 a year, 
but after finishing shod) in the 
1993 World Championships he 
slipped to 31st in Britain. 

Chelmsford's Keith Cullen 
and Brosnsgrove and Reddhch's 
Adrian Rassey got the nodm the 
5,00Cten over Ian Gillespie. Passey 
win the trials in Birmingham, but 
missed out on automatic selec- 
tion because he had not met the 
qualifying time. The 33-year- 
oM did so mHecbld- slicing two 
seconds off his personal best - al- 
though he was beaten by Cullen, 
wbo knocked 10 seconds off his 
best, and Gillespie. 

Edinburgh’s Paul Walker, 
who dipped under the 800m 
qualifying mark by a tenth of a 
second on the last possible day 

- a meeting in Stretford on 
Thesday, s the other addition. 


dar. “The King George is still a 
massive face^ne said. “But the 
reason tint the Are is such a 
great rare is that everybody has 
had time to savour all the hors- 
es by the time it comes along. 

RK9HMSD EDMCMDSON 
NAfe Outsourcing 
(Brighton ZOO) 
NfcUttfe Acorn 
(Sandown 4J5) 

You buifiriti^lmowledge, an ac- 


tbese horsesmd the Arc is like 
coming to the&3d of the stoiy- 
borik. This sa^&ntastic race for 
bloodstock, butrflie Arc provides 
the finidi af the book and that’s 
why it is a fittte more esriting." 


BATH 

2JA: 1. PAY HOMAOC CVtertr Dwjm) 7-1; 
2 . AHaafortaw 8-33 fin; a. fteppan 7-2. 
8 rea. Hd, 1. 0 Bating, Klngretere). IM* 
£10.10; £1.60, £1.10, £L3D. DF: £5SD. 
CSF; £1 Qj6S 

2^K 1. BUJE BHPBI1M. (M Hmrri 5-2 
fw; 2. Saaraw SUag 3-1; 8. Soc4y Tn 5-1. 
7 on. a 2%. U Hts, Lamboun). ToAk £3.6% 
£130, £190. DR £330. CSF: £8.43. 

31S: L PM040ST (G DuOakO 4-1; 2. 
Spraa Him 7-2; X Draaa 7-4 lav. S m. 
SM-hd, 5. (Sir Mark PmeoB. NewmarM}. 
ToAk £520; £L8D, £2JU DR £12A0. CSR 
£17.42. 

&A& i. IK ALL RELATIVE (C LowttMf) 
15-8; 2. (teatltorae 6-l;3.TarepwniUI 
8-33 tar. 3 no. 7, 2. U Bany. CockartwiD. 
■Mm £2.60. DF: £4JS0. CSF: £833. Wt 
HuMwodd. 

4J5: 3. BRKHTBI BYFAAH (T Spraite) 
3A-U 2. Sbarikma 8*1; 3. Ma nB eno 6-5 
ter. 9 ren. S8MX), 5. (N Grattan, Newnw- 
m. IMk £2230; £4 30. £2-40. £140. 
DR £3&3Q. CSR £13&68. Item: £244333. 
Trite £1460. 

AA& 1 HARD TO FIGURE |p P Murpty) 
20-3; 2. Sharp Pare! 301; X A i raBaaai 

11- 2. B ran. 11-4 terKBdea Lad {SdO- W. 
lVh (R Hodges, Summon}. Totae £650; 
£2.70. £3JOO, £3^0. DR £45.70. CSF: 
£8as& Tricasc £547 J6. 

Ptecapot £123.70. Qiia#nl- £7500. 
Plan 6: £73.44. Plaew S: £63.3& 

Cm i EWCK 

230: 1 CROSS THE BORDER (AIM 
teamnl 11-10 tec 2. YlmagBra 12-1; 3. 
hap Rqma*20-1; 4. Grand Cbapnu 20-L 
U rare. l. Vb (P Mctata, Thkrid. IMk £L80; 
£1230, £330, £2.10, £3.70 OR £2330. 
CSR ££362. Incase £19a99. Trioc £117.40. 
NftDoUbtoMML 

are: x-saa cnci£a.CMmd4 50-3; 

2. RBdifa AnattMy 100-30; 3. BM Nadta 
7-2. 12 ran. 11-8 ter Mk Mata Street: (4th). 
lift, stt-hd. {T EMiarby, Mated)- TMac 
£S22U £32^ fire, £ire DR £304.50 
CSR £21173. Trio: £188.70. 

3J0: 1.TANCRED TGES (TVIkm) M; 
2.JMU 52 ter, a. Bin cad«o 7-2. 8 ira. 
2, 2% (D Btetar, Rtatenond). Tote faiO; 
£2.70, £110; £160. DF: £1700. CSR 
£3038. Tricaac £8960. 

4.00: 1. NAROIEOWS RETURN (G Wqfti 

12- 1; 2. Mtaa PI*Mb 14-1; 3. fto aaa to 
Iralfa 7*1 Uaa lOOreteOwtasi fWH 
•A, 1. U Lftre, TNati- Tote £ 1160 ; 
£2.70. £300, £2.70, DF: £94.40 CSR 
£16049. TricaiC £149063. Trio: £42030 
Wt Formidable Liz. 

4re: 3. THE WAD (T StidaD 2-5 tar; 2. 
Santa** Ntotaw 12-3; 3. ***** Pate 

11 - j. 9 ra 4, Vh- (D Mcteos, Oita*). Tbte 
£L5ft £140 £240 a40 DR £350 CSR 
£640 Trio: £1450 Attar a atearttef InqMy. 
piadncp unateed. 

BJXkl. TOP OFIHE FORM (iWbsn) H- 
4; 2. PaMoarata Torah 94; 3. ObBonote- 
Sate 33-1. • nn. 7-4 ter Pabay lari (481). 2. 
1*A. (M Johnsan. MbdWwmi. Trite £350 
£150 £3-70. £340 DR £850 CSR £9J& 
560: X. VAIASALORE (P FMaari 2-1 jt 
ter; 2. JaralMah 11-4; 8. A nw lai t a IB-1. 
U can. 2-1 R ter Sraui (4th). lVt. S'A. (B 
Hfe. LambouTd. IMk £350: CL40 £340 
£4.00. DR £460 CSR £070. Trite £4360 
NR: La Rarodff. 

Jackpot Not two. Pool at £S24Ux44 car- 
ted tawairitD Sandown today. 

Pteoapot: £27.40. QaaM n* 8HAO 
Plan fc £7026. Ptan 5c £4249. 

LEICESTER 

030 3. ORCLE OF MAGIC 0 Fortune) 3-1 
ten 2. Rochsa 33-2; X Tunis 10-3. 14 
mi. VI- pMattO IMk £450; £150, 
£3.60 £230 DR £32.60 CSR £1031. THk 
£ 11450 Wt Gabay Rtfit 
. 7 JMk L HBMBMMM Heny) 8-1: 2. Wbo 
Noaa 8-3; O amreMr Mre 94. 9 rate, 6-4 
ter MMraalt (4trt. Stw-hd. l 1 /*. (I S Moon). 
IMk £1030; £250. £150. £250. DR 
£24 XXI CSR £5153. TricaiC £41031. Trite 
£73^40. 

SANDOWN 

&15: 1. YJUXA (Pit Erfctey) 3-1; 2. High 
Priwhan 4-6 tec 3. Qoldan Aca 16-1. 14 
ran.lV>, ft (RCMritari). Trite £450 £240 
£130, £450 DF: £250. CSF: £4.75. Trite 
£9X0. 

6A5:l.TTMIENr URati)4^tav;2.8B- 
wartowa 35-2; S. Cara Aw FMaa 50-1. 9 
ran. 2W, 3%. (M Stone). Torn £350; £L10 
£350 £550. DR £3^40 CSF: £354. 
Trio: £63.70. NRK Hauer Golf Rarrar, Opera 

7-1& i- UUfHABI (R HM S-l;2.aa»M 
Hr 10030 tec 3. thaa Stme Bton 40-3. 
10 ran. 2V S XV- U Dunlop). Tote £740: 
£2.60. £3.80, £340 OF: £930 CSR 
£2353. Tricaat £68013. Trite £362.70 


■The trainer Xynda Ramsden and 
I> ftf amafpnr rirter rtaiightr ar Pimma 
yesterday lost their appeal against 
the decision of the Hamilton stew- 
ards to record their explanations 
regarding the running of Madison 
WeJcoine cm 4 July. After the 
gelding had finished second, bcat- 
en three-quarters of a length by 

Phflrmst, ha the Ladies’ Handicap, 

the local officials were concerned 
about the trainer and rider’s tt* 
planarioos thai Madison TUdcome 
needs farther, has to be left alone 
until he picks ap, and because of 
Shoulder problems wasn't ideally 
suited by the track. They therefore 
recorded them. The Jockey Chib 
DhdpEnaiy Cfanmittee heard ev- 
idence from Mrs Ramsden and 
Miss Rawsden and from a steward 
of the meeting. 

■ Nottingham hosts its annual 
Miners’ Race Night on Friday 
evcim^ItwiUbeatteaJfidbyinQre 
than 1,000 visitors from local col- 
lieries and minds' welfare: dnbs. 
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sport 


The tricky business of trying to mix sport and politics 


In Troon last week an American I 
encounter regularly at the big fights, 
Olympic Games, international sweat 
festivals of every kind, sought con- 
firmation of his quaint belief that our 
elected representatives see sport for 
wbat it is, not a vehicle for political 
advancement. 

He had in mind President Clinton’s 
node® of restoring some order to pro- 
fessional boxing through discussion 
with the four main international or- 
ganisations, the World Boxing Coun- 
cil, the World Baring Association, the 

International Boring Federation and 


the World Boxing Organisation. As 
an exercise in futility this woi 


itility this would 
take some beating but, more to the 
point, it implies expedience. 
Although holding no great faith in 


politicians generally, ray friend could 
not imagine Tony Hair being advised 
to take up a similar initiative. This is 
probably so but sport matters more 
to the government of the day than it 
has ever done and not merely in nat- 
ters of health and efficiency. 

The collapse of Communism put 
paid, more or less, to the idea of sport 
as a means of promoting ideologi- 
cal superiority, but democratically 
elected governments are not blind 
to the effect of international sport- 
ing achievement on national morale. 

Having made a commitment to 
England's bid for the 2006 World 
Cup in their manifesto. Labour en- 
joyed the happy coincidence of 
British sporting success shortly af- 
ter returning to power. 


Leaving aside football, which 
may well be in the process of spend- 
ing; itself to death, and bearing in 
mmd past criticism of state-aided 
sports programmes. I’m not entire- 
ly sure about where I stand in all this. 

It has always been daft to suppose 
sport and politics don’t mix (sports 
sanctions helped greatly to bring 
down the evB of apartheid), though 
I am reminded of advice that an 
American political columnist offered 

Jimmy Carter, who was about to be- 
gin his first term as President. Tbe last 
three of 20 points were about sport 

Carter was urged not to use foot- 
ball lingo by way of encouraging his 
party, not to talk about team play, 
or coming through in the last quar- 
ter, or giving it that old one-two. 



KEN JONES 


Don’t invite athletes to the White 
House for dinner. Don’t invite ath- 
letes ever. Have the courage to de- 
cide with Harry Truman that “Sports 
is a lot of damn nonsense”. 


Il is not a question of whether a 
^vernmemstouMbecom 
m sport but where the line should be 
drawn. At what point should sport 
be left to fend for itself? 

By now Labour’s minister for 
sport, Tbny Banks, has had time to 
took back on the bsstoty ofhis office 
and arrive at a few cooduaons. Un- 
questionably a sports enthusiast - 

more than could be sard for the ma- 
jority of his predecessors - Banks is 
learning on the hoof, a process that 
guarantees a few tumbles. 

I was mentioning this the other 
day to a veteran sports official. He 
was not greatly moved. “Whoever 
has that job, and let’s face it, there 
have been some real duffers, soon 
realises that there are any number 


of people pulling in different di- 
rections. It’s been that way for a long 
time and it isn’t gcnrvg to change. 

One thing running around in 
Banks’s head is the real possibility of 
a bid for the 2008 Olympic Games, 
which depends on whether the 2004 
Games are held in Europe. I am not 
alone with the belief that this would 
be asking for trouble. Getting the 
Olympics for London may sound like 
a grand idea but, as a colleague grunt- 
ed the other night, who needs it? 


The logistics are frightening; ac- 
15JW0 athletes and 


commodanoafo? i: 
o fficials and as many media repre- 
sentatives; transportation through a 
city threatened % gridlock; training 
facilities; indoor arenas to hold 
20,000 spectators. I have no idea of 


how far down the road Labour hate 
gone with thi* notion hut they arc- 
running the risk of embarrassment. 

One of the things m the back of 
nay mind when 1 began, what helped 
me get off on this theme, was, the foci 
that politicians can be as naive about 
sport as the most innocent punter. 

Take, for example, the belief 
shared on both sides of our legisla- 
tive chamber that England have 
more rieht to the 2fi06 \Vorid Cup 
than Germany. What these people 
choose to ignore. Banks among 
them, is the extent of German) ? s on- 
going authority in football. Three 
tiroes world champions, six times fi- 
nalists. (he reigning European cham- 
pions. On the basis of comparison. 
England's right doesn’t come into it. 


CRICKET: Former England opener bows out ■ Championship leaders unsettled ■ Gloucestershire glory despite key absences 


Emotional 


birthday 


for Gooch 


DAVID LLEWEUYN 


reports from Chelmsford 
Worcestershire 328-6 v Essex 


The emotion of the occasion fi- 
nally got to Graham Gooch af- 
ter a day of toil in the field 
watching Reuben Spiring and 
Vikram Solanki piling up the 
runs, something that has sadly 
eluded tbe former England 
opener this summer and prompt- 
ed him to announce his prema- 
ture retirement after this match. 

The usually impassive 
Gooch, who was also watched 
by his mother and aunt, said; 
“My father. AIL passed away in 
December. He wanted me to 


retirement, scoring a few runs 
- the problem was that Tun Cur- 
tis plays for Worcestershire. 

The Chelmsford town crier, 
Tony Appleton, marked the oc- 
casion as the players went off for 
tea by announcing the former 
England and Essex captain’s 
birthday and conducting the 
crowd in a chorus of three doeers. 

The great man was acutely 
embarrassed He bad gone over 
to speak with his mother, Rose, 
who had earlier seen her son 
lead out the side ou his 391st 
first-class match for Essex and 


his 86th Championship ap- 


pearance at the ground But I 
managed to haul his habitual 
hangdog expression into some- 


play one last season. I’m just a 
bitsa 


thing approaching a smile be- 
liruz on I 


t sad that it's not been as good 
a season as it could have been 
for him. if he's watching from 
up there, because he was my 
biggest supporter. He came to 
all ray games,” he paused, swal- 
lowing hard before adding, his 
voice thick with emotion: “I will 
miss him a lot." 

Al the start of day he was late. 
By S.45am on the first day of the 
last four days of his cricketing 
life, the stewards were fretting. 
But eventually, at SJ54 on his 
44th birthday, he rolled up, 
parked in his usual spot and 20 
minutes later was in the nets for 
the regular solitary session with 
bis personal batting coach. Alan 
Lilley. It is something be has 
done for the bulk of his 25 sea- 
sons and there was no letting up 
in standards just because this 
was his final match for Essex. 

Already a larger than usual 
crowd was building at Chelms- 
ford where be made his maid- 
en first class hundred - the first 
of 128 — on his first appearance 
there (his debut had come the 
season before at Westdiff-on 
Sea). But there was to be no 
century yesterday. 

The Essex captain, Paul 
Prichard, lost the toss, Worces- 
tershire elected to bat and there 
was a collective groan from the 
disappointed 3.000, although 
they did have their wish grant- 
ed, in pan. For much of the 
morning they were able to watch 
a former England opener who 
has announced his unpending 


fore shambling off to tea. 

There was no sign of a smile 
in the second over after tea 
when Spiring, on 70 at the 
time, skied a catch straight 
back over Paul Grayson's head 
Gooch at mid-on and Cowan at 
mid-off both went for it, but 
there was no audible calL They 
both stopped and the ball feu 
safely between them. 

It is probably no coinddeoce 
that Gooch selected this match 
to nuke his last bow. Of all the 
first-class counties against 
whom he has played, Worces- 
tershire have proved the best 
source of runs - 1,966 runs at 
72.81 - and his best bowling, 
7 for 14, was against the same 
county in 1982. 

Essex could have done with 
something similar this time 
around Apart from the one 
aberration, Spiring was exem- 
plary. He is a hard hitter wfao is 
blessed with natural timing. His 
14th boundary brought him the 
fourth hundred of ms burgeon- 
ing career as he and Solanki piled 
up the runs for the sixth wicket. 

The partnership should have 
been nipped iu the bud when it 
had barely sprouied, off -spinner 
Peter Such misting a hard return 
catch when SolanJd was on one. 

Essex paid dearly for the two 
missed opportunities, the pair 
compiling 151. but Gooch had 
the last word, snapping up a good 
catch - the 556th of his career - 
- low down at short mid-on to 
dismiss Sokmki. And he can have 
his say with the bat today. 



Alleyne sinks 
dismal Durham 


Graham Gooch takes the applause as he leads out Essex at Chelmsford yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Durham were dismissed for S6 
at Cheltenham - their lowest 
first innings score since they 
came into the Championship. 
They won the toss but a total 
collapse saw eight wickets go 
down for 25 runs before lunch. 

Third-placed Gloucestershire 
responded by reaching 253 for 
5 off 66 overs and their over- 
all success was achieved in the 
absence of their leading wick- 
e Maker, Mike Smith, who is on 
England duty. 

The Tasmanian all-rounder 
Shaun Young filled the gap as he 
sent back openers Jon Lewis and 
Mike Rosebeny in his first six 
overs. 

But on a College Ground 
wicket with more bounce than 
is generally found on the first 
dass circuit it was the Glouces- 
tershire captain, Mark Alleyne, 
who demoralised Durham. 

A 12-ball spell brought him the 
wickets of John Morris, David 
Boon and Nick Speak for three 
runs and he finished with 5 for 
14 in 82 overs. Morris was top 
scorer with six fours in his 32 but 
Boon, out for a duck, has scored 
just 18 in bis last six inning ^. 

There was some early morn- 
ing swing but poor technique 
saw the innings coDapse in 352 
overs. U was a pitch which 
called for concentration, some- 
thing Gloucestershire opener 
Matt Windows went on to pro- 
vide iu his first Championship 
game of the season. 


He batted just under three 
hours for 75 including 15 fours 
before edging through to wick- 
etkeeper Martin Speight- 

Gloucestershire did not have 
everything their own way and 
lost their first three wickets for 
2S. But Windows and Shaun 
Young put on 100 in 100 min- 
utes and took their fnurth- 
wickct stand to 116. 

Andrew Flinloff, in his last 
match before leading the Eng- 
land Under- 19 side against 
Zimbabwe, scored his maiden 
century for Lancashire against 
Hampshire at Southampton. 

Flinloff. 19. hit 117 and 
shared in a stand of 214 for the 
fifth wicket with his captain, 
Mike Watkinsun. Watkinson 
ended the day with on unbeat- 
en ICG- his first century for two 
years - and young Nathan 
Wood and Graham Lim’d also 
came close to centuries'. 

Wood hit a career-best 82 and 
Lloyd made 90, before both 
were caught in the deep off 
Shaun UdaL 

Hampshire, after losing the 
toss, were on the wrong end of 
some heavy punishment as Lan- 
cashire closed the first day at 423 
for 5 from 104 overs. 

Hampshire had early success 
when Jason Gallian and Neil 
Fair-brother were both out with 
only 33 scored but then Wood 
Lloyd, sons of 1970s Lan- 


anc 


cashire heroes Barry and David, 
put on 158 in 38 overs. 


Northants ponder Warne move Rollins rolls over Glamorgan 


Steve Coverdale, Northamp- 
tonshire’s chief executive, yes- 
terday confirmed his county 
have spoken to Shane Warne, 
but denied any firm offer has 
been made. 

The Australian leg-spinner is 
one of four overseas players 
Northamptonsbire are in ne- 
gotiation with for 1998, al- 
though Coverdale thinks 
nothing will happen until the 
end of the season. 

They desperately need a 
spearhead to their bowling at- 
tack as this season's import, Pak- 
istani Mohammad Akram, has 
struggled to fit into his new en- 
vironment and role. 

Anil Rumble, the Indian 
spinner, enjoyed a successful 
summer with Northampton- 
shire two years ago and he is be- 
lieved to be on the current 
shortlist. 

“We spoke to Shane to ask 
him about his availability when 


the Australians were bere in May 
and John Emburey [the dub 
coach] spoke to him at Lord’s 
last Saturday,” Coverdale said. 
“But no offer has been made.” 

Northamptonshire yesterday 
found themselves on the end of 
a punishing innings by Darren 
BicknelL He rattled up 162 as 
Surrey reaped the rewards of 
batting first on an easy-paced 
County Ground wicket Tbe 
30-year-old left-hander, p Laying 
his first Championship match 
for five weeks, (fid not even have 
a first-class 50 this season before 
yesterday, when he helped Sur- 
rey to amass 386 for 4. 


Apart from one early scare 
zed J 


when Bicknell squeezed a ball 
from Mohammad Akram inch- 


was a faultless one until the 
damage hud been done. By the 
end, he bad hit 24 boundaries 
and a five, courtesy of over- 
throws, but by lunch he had 


reached only 43. At one stage 
he wet 15 overs without finding 
the boundary. 

Following an opening stand 
of 53 with Jason Ratdxffe, Bick- 
nell built Surrey a formidable 
foundation with a third-wicket 
stand of 175 with Adam Hoi- 
lioake, who hit nine fours and 
a six in his 8 1. before being run 
out by Tbny Penberthy’s direct 
throw from third man. 

Bicknell was finally out with 
the score at 332 when he loft- 
ed a simple catch to Paul Thy- 
lor at midwicket from the 
off-spin of Jeremy Snape. 

Surrey's vice-like grip on the 
game was further enhanced in 
tire final half-hour as Alistair 
Brown reached his half-centu- 
ry, while adding an unbroken 
stand of 54 with Ben Hollioake. 

Northamptonshire's early at- 
tack was lacking in accuracy and 
penetration, but latex they sim- 
ply failed to gel the breaks. 


MIKE CAREY 


reports from Chesterfield 
Derbyshire 379-4 v Glamorgan 


It must have seemed like a 
good idea at the time when 
Matthew Maynard opted to 
bowl first here yesterday. Alter 
alL, were not Glamorgan top of 
the table, had not Derbyshire 
just come through yet another 
traumatic week on and off the 
field and, most important of all, 
was there not a tinge of green 
and moisture in the pitch? 

All true. But on days like this, 
you have to think twice about 
putting in the opposition. More- 
over, local historians would have 
pointed out it is years since this 
venue was a seam bowlers’ par- 
adise, even for those putting the 
ball in the right place. 

Glamorgan manifestly failed 
to do that, right from the start. 


and they were sent on their way 
by some majestic strokeplay 
from Adrian Rollins, with a cen- 
tury hefoce lunch (possible a col- 
lectors’ item) against an attack 
containing Waqar Younis, and 
Michael May, who made a high- 
ly satisfactory maiden champi- 
onship hundred. 

When Whqarwas “seen off”, 
the scoreboard read 79 for 0 
from 10 overs. The openers hit 
no fewer than 32 boundaries be- 
fore lunch and their partnership 
of 247 was the fourth highest in 
Derbyshire's history. 

Waqar bowled short and wide 
and there was no sign of the 
dreaded swinging yorker. 
Rollins hooked him regularly, 
and with time to spare and, as 
often happens, the other Glam- 
organ s earners fell into the 
same desperate groove. 

What made it all worse was 
that Maynard operated for far 
too long without a third man, 


which suited May. who found 
bis strength in dealing with 
anything short outside the off- 
stump fed with profitable if 
embarrassing frequency. 

There was little playing and 
missing and neither batsman & 
needed much luck, Rollins 
cruised to three figures off 97 
balls with a flurry of powerful 
strokes before Dean Cosker 
lured him into a mistimed dri- 
ve. May fell to an undistin- 
guished stroke off an equally 
undistinguished ball after reach- 
ing his century of 184 balls. 

Yet Glamorgan should not fed 
out of it Last month, Derbyshire 
lost here to Hampshire after 
a m assi ng 523. For the moment 


though, Maynard has to live 
rithhis 


with his decision much like Len 
Hutton, who once confessed 
that rarely did a day pass when 
be did not reflect on the time he 
put Australia in at Brisbane and 
saw them score over 600. 


Eubank sparks new controversy 


Boxing 


Chris Eubank has been criti- 


cised by a leading British box- 
official 


ing otnciai after claiming be 
should have “killed" Steve 
Collins when they met in their 
firet World Boxing Organisation 
title fight over two years ago. 

The general secretary of tbe 
British Boxing Board of Con- 
trol, John Morris, warned that 
Eubank’s remarks - made on 
Channel Five’s Live and Dan- 
gerous programme - may lead 
to on official reprimand or fine. 

The former champion had 
been talking about the loss of h fa 
unbeaten record to Collins in 
their WBO super-middleweight 
tide fight, in March 1995. 

fvmr years earlier, Eubank in- 
flicted so much damage on 
Michael Wilson that he is still 


confined to a wheelchair and 
Eubank felt he bad been too 
cautious after that. 

“It was very human of me to 
feel not guilt, not remorse, but 
caution.” Eubank said. “It was 
very good of me to be cautious 
when fighting fighters after that 
fight. But in hindsight I should 
not have been cautious - that 
is the business. 

“It will sound bad and callous, 
but years after - and I came to 
this understanding after I lei 
Steve Collins get away after 1 
knocked him down and didn’t go 
after him - 1 didn't want to all 
him. But 1 should have kilted him. 
Or let me use different words - 
his life is act more important 
than my career. In boxing, a 
man's life is not more important 
than [another] man's career.” 

Morris said: “Any comments 
from anyone that refers to 


death iu the ring fills me with 
horror and anger. I do not be- 
lieve that is warranted in any cir- 
cumstances. in any sport. This 
sounds very stupid and if it is 
brought officially to our atten- 
tion, we wiU have to consider 
wbat action will be taken.” 

Eubank yesterday insisted 
he did not mean any offence. 
“Fterhaps I should have used an- 
other word, but it was not 
meant to be taken literally. It 
was just a figure of speech, 
meaning to win at all costs, and 
if a man gets hurt, that is the na- 
ture of the business. 

“It was not meant lo sound 
callous. I was talking about the 
intellect and attitude you have 
got to have in order to be ruth- 
less. But when I use these 
words, it creates controversy. 
When you are honest, you gel 
into trouble." 
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Derbyshire v anorgan 

CHESTERFIELD: DefbysNM (4pts) an 
379 tor* to ttic fr fart hintog. agdrert G3aro- 
otfan (1). 

Glamorgan hot mss 
DERBYSHIRE - Hi* bittingi 

A S W*na c James b Cwter 148 

M R May c Jamas b WatWn U6 

C ) Adams 0 Waqsi 46 

X J Borneo c Shaw b Wage r 39 

M j vandrau not out ..... ... .......11 

A j Hams nor out 6 

Extras Iht R>7, w8, nt>7) -23 

Total (Tor 4, 104 wore) 379 

Fait: 1-247, 2-324. 3-345. 4-372. 

To bat V P Oartos. tK M KnWwv *P A J Oe- 
Frertac, P Attired, 0 E Mataanv 
B owin g VttXpr 17-1-69-2; WatWn 20-4-90- 
t- Buster 9-3-360; Thomas 14-2-700; Date 
8-233-0; Coster 34-13-65-1; Mayitati 2- 
0-8-0. 

GLAMORGAN*. S P James, H Monts, A Dale, 
■M P Maynart. P A Coney. Q P Burner, tA 
D Shw, S D Thomas, Waqar Vourfc, S L 
WoWn. D A Coster. 

Umpires: J D Bond and V A Hettar. 

Essex v Worcestershire 
CHELMSFORD: WoterimMit ffpttj an 
328 for G in thofc first tardngs against Es- 
■«(*)- 

WntaaersWe won toss 

WORCESTERSHIRE - Fkat Innings 
*T M Moody Um h Such ...,.... m . i . i .„,46 

T S Qrte c Cowan b Andrew 33 

GAttcfcibwbSG Law- 14 

HRSfMngnorout ..... 119 

G R Haynes e SG Law b Such -4 

□ AUsathudatac AaSnsbSuch il 

V s Sofcwto c Gooch b S G Law .60 

M Rawnggy not out 7 

Extras 0U5, W4, nWB|« J25 

Total (tar 6, 104 men) 328 

Fat 1-53, 2-98, 3-128, 4-138. 5-168. 6- 
317. 

ID ban TS J Rhodes, S R Lamptn, A Shen- 
yar. 

BOWMT Cowan 9-0-490; D R Law 15-4- 
460; Andrew 12-2-20- ii Irani 16-1-560; 
Such 31-8-92-3; SG Law 7-1-20-2; Grayson 
14-4-400. 

ESSEX G A Goo*. *P J PncJwd. D D J Ronrv- 
Mh, S G Low, R G bant. A P Grayson, D R 
taw, ffi J Rathe. S J W Andrew. A P Gown, 
PM Such. 

tbapbes: J w Hauer enl G ( aurgHs. 




Gloucestershire v Durham 
CHBJEKHAIfc GtoucastenNra t8pts)ara 
167 runs ahead of DoUnm (2) vrftD Hire 
fmst-fcrtngB rackets standbtg. 

Durham won OSS 
DURHAM -first bvtings 

J J B Lmfc tbw b Young J. 

M A Rosebeny c Dads 0 Young .9 
J E Moms c Daws b AJteyns .32 

N 1 Speak c Vfrigtt n HUyne 22 

•OC Boon c Ruesea b Afleyne 0 

tM P Speight c Bel b Lswfc JO 

MJ Foster cftrtb Young 6 

j Baling bwb Lewis 0 

J Wooac Dows b Afleyne $ 

S JE Bram c Arens d Attune 0 

A Wafter narow 1 

Extra* Ifc61..„ — 6 

Total {3&2 owere) 86 

Mb 1-2. Mi 3-61. 4-65. 5-70, 6-70, 7- 
70. 8-8S. Wfi. 

Bowflrt: Young 10-4-9-3; lawn 12-4-35-2: 
Ayeft8 5-2-22- 0; Alleyne 8J-2-14-5. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE - First km logs 
A J Wrttit bw b Brawn J3 

MGNWndowscSpfflflxb Bicwn 75 

7 HC Hancock c and bWcod .... 7 

M A Lynch Itw b frown 

S Young c Speight b Brawn 52 

*M w Meyne not out ..... — .77 

tf» C Russel not am — — 17 

Extra* (108. «2. nblA) 24 

Told (Tor 5, 66 own) 2S3 

F aft 1-0. 2 23. 3-2& 4-144. 5-185. 

To bat: M C J Bafl, j Lewis, J M M AvtirtS. R 
Ptiaids. 

Bowline: Brawn 17-4-71-4; Wood 13-3-44- 
1; Foster 11-1-53-0: Wa*er 15-S46J3; BoA- 
mg 9-3-290; Boon 1 - 0 - 2 - 0 . 

Umpires: j c damone and KE Palmer. 

Hampshire v Lancashire 
SOUTHAMPTON: Lancashire (tffts) an 
423 for 5 la BMritr first tantnc* against 
Hampshire (2). 

LmcacWfu won has 
LANCASHIRE- First I rmtogc 

J ERGalBan RwbBoM 10 

NT Wood c South bUdal 82 

N H FaktHHher ran out ..... — ..... 5 

GD UOfdeSmth bUdal .90 

A BmoH c and b Stephenson 117 

*M WaOdneon not out 102 

D J Shatitoti not out — J5 

Extras (04. B6. nU2) .„12 

Total (far 5, 104 own] __ — — 433 
H* 1-24. 2-33, 3-191, 4-194. 6-408, 

To bat I D Austin. tW K Hegg. G Yates. P J 
Maifin. 

Bowfinc BoM 23 5-83-1; Mfixun 27-4-94- 
0: Stephenson 25-7-88-1; Udai 20-2111- 
2: Mara 8-2-40-0; Heech 2-0-17-U. 
HAMPSHIRE: J S Larwy, M L Hayden, K D 
Jones. R A Smith, M teach, M PStBpftwv 
50«i. tA N Aymes. s D Udat, R J Mara, S M 
MKHim, J N B Boril. 
theptras: D R Stephen! and P Wttey. 

o# 


L eicestershire v Ho tts 

for 9 In ttrehfirstb^hiaBs iigahwt Leices- 
tersWra (4}. 

Lefcestashfre won cobs 
NO rnNGHAMSHVtE - First bBfctfs 

G EWaHon c NMn b MUns „..Q 

•RTftobtesoncNbgonbWeUs J2 

M p Dowman not out — 125 

N ) AsUe c Smith b Mt*% S3 

GF Archer eNtsonb Johnson 30 

U AIzbbI c Ntann b MVns 32 

C M Toney c Pisraon b Ormond ..... 16 

tWM Noon ibwb Hereon 3 

P J Frarto b Ormond -6 

M N Bowen b Mutely 4 

A R Oram not out 0 

Exam 9A. tbl2. w4. nblffl 35 

Total (Tor 9. 107 overs) 296 

R* 1-10, 2-51, 3-67, 4-131, 5-2D6. 6-244. 
7-251, 6-273. 9-294. 

Bowtoc MSns 17-2-71-2; Mutely 23-7-89 
2: Weds 9-4-16-1; Ormond 20-7-64-2; Pier- 
son 27-11-36-1; Johnson 6-3-17-1 
LEK&&1ERSH1RE VJ WMs. D L Maddy. I J 
Stitddfe,aFSmtih.*JJWTwat<er,NCJahn- 
Bttn, fP A Nfcon, D J MArvs. ARK Pfereon, J 
Ormond, A D MUtaSy. 

UaeteeK A A Jaraa and R A *NMte. 

Middlesex v Kent 
LORD'S: Makassar (4pt3)ar* 105 runs be- 
hind Kent (S) wfth one Ibit-hmlDfk wtcK- 
e tsOimfrtfr 
tent won BBS 
KBIT - Rret tentage 

DPRdtone Hewitt b Fraser 4 

ETSmrthB Fraser 10 

TR Wad c Brawn b Hewitt 0 

A P Watts ePoolt»b Tuba*... 63 

M J Water c Brown b Fraser 8 

M VFtamngc Shah b Johnson 44 

PA Strange weetes bHeww 12 

*TS A Marsh c Shah b Turned ...40 

BJPMHacKdRtebWgekas „„42 

M J McCague b Tulhell ~..~3 

A P Uflesoen not out .0 

Extra* «*, v»4, rt>4j .12 

Total (T2J<*mrt) 208 

FaBt 1-13, 2-16, 3-16, 4-24. &66. 6-102. 
7-187. 8-202, 9-206. 

Bowflnc Ftaser 14-2-4M; Hewitt 13-4-41- 
2; Kofis 12-2-40-0; Johnson 12-3-23-1; 
TufneH 12-5-21-3: Weetes 9-3-0-2?-L 
MDDU3SEX - drat (ratings 

p N WmhBS b tegtotien 12 

J H kbm e wenoltfesden 10 

■M R Ftamprakash Itee b McCagje 5 

M w Gatbnfi b McCogja m .. l ^._.. M ,...>ll 

J C toofey d McQvaie .. — M _l 

0 A Stah tbw b PnSps „..i3 

ARC Fraser cerrong b McCague 0 

tK R Brown c Strang b McCmh .Q 

RUehnsoncSbangbMcG^ue :0 

J PHewttt notow „...5 

Extras (bl2, Ib4, 

Total (TOr 9, 31 owerg) — . im 


Falfc 1-18, 2-27. 3-33, 4-56, 682, 6-84. 
7-84,8-84, 9-103. 

To bet P C R TufrwiL 

Bowfing: McCabe 15-4-49-6; (Mestien 7- 
0-23-2; PtiSSps 4-2-G-U Snan6&2-7 -0. 
UmitiraK J H Hsmpshrm anti 0 J Constant 

NorthaoqrtcwsIdrB v Surrey 

4tnOternnrtM^a^MtHoi^np^ 
torahhe (1). 

SumvwwBwB 
SURREY- First kuntan 

D J Btchnefl c Taylor & Snape 162 

J D RsteWfe c and b Taylor 31 

I J Want c Warren D Bowrefl 7 

'A J Hoteoake ran out ^1 

A O Brawn not out .63 

B C HoHoate not out 18 

Extras Pb6. w2. ra>l6) ..... — 3a 

TcM {for 4, 104 owera)— —.—386 

Fbt 1-53. 2-73. 3-248, 4-332- 

To B*C C C tiwna. tJ N Batty, M P Brcteen, 

1 D K SaUdMY- J H BefSaten. 

Rowter Mohammad lS-2-61^): Taylor 18- 
2-88-1; PerDenhy 13-3 398; Bomeil 16- 
2-68-1; Snape 283-99-1; Baley 11-2-25-0. 
NORnUI*TO««lE:DJfr3beite.RJWw-- 
ren. A Fiftdham, *R J Betey, 0 1 G Sales, to 

Rlptey, J N Snape, J P Tj^or, S A J Boswfl, 
Mohanwnod Akram, A L Jranbatrw. 

UnpMc: J H Hate and A G T Wumi. 

SECOND XI CHAMPtONSHP (Second day 
of fbwj today liOh Cbesasr le Street: Nor- 
tm^wnshire' 304 nr 8 iM Newel 59no> v 
Durham Poety prt rkt: Gtamorgan 402 for 8 
dec (R V Almond 149, A W Bens 100, A P 
Davis 83J; Hamp^Jra 403 for 8 (A D Mog- 
caranhMlUno.WFKandel 59. APoawes 
4-68). (Ftetriqr or flam; Sorter IXOkCan- 
tattary: Mddeser 235 (K P Dutch 65; n j 
U or» &-4B); toft 27 torO. Worcester: Eb- 
sax 344 for 9 dec (W ratama 106. T P Hodp- 
son 54, M M Mbffl 4-72}; Htonwter3Nre2S 
Ax 0. Onnstaitie: Northamptonshire 484 for 
9 dec (7 C Waten 219. 0 J Cepel m. A j 
Swam 66; M ECaesar 4-100} v Derbyehm. 
SoHnB:aounasrefilel46fDAAftrK 5- 
45);WwwEkshira283fcr3^GWtan79. 
MASteWiSBno). 

Starting today 

FOURTH TEST (Fb»t day Of five, trwlwfcig 
Sunday; U- 0 ): Hssdliiilsy: frrgbnd v Aus- 
trate. 

BRTOkNHIC ASSURANCe OOUWV CMNA. 
M0NSW> (Hraday (tifow, Inewttig Son- 
dtan 12.0): EdtfMHton: Wsrwiokahre v 
Somarers. 

TOUR MATCH (FhstdMflf tear, tnctadhs 
Suwlwr. UjO]: Kmc Sussn v Patdaen ft. 
MNOR COUNHES CHAM60K9UP (First 
flay of two; U-0): BtsbopTf stortfont Hert- 
ftjrtsrtro v aateidahlre. 


Warwickshire 
wait on Piper 


Warwickshire are waiting on 
their injured wicketkeeper, 
FCeitb Piper, before their Cham- 
pionship match with Somerset 
at Edgbaston today. Piper has 
returned to the oneway side, but 
may not be ready for a Cham- 
pionship game after a persistent 
Achilles tendon injury. 

The left-arm paceman. 
Michael Bell, and the off spin- 
ner, Neil Smith, are likely to 


compete for the final place in 
24 hoi 


the game put back 24 hours to 
accommodate the floodlit 
match in the AXA Life League. 

Starting times vaiy on the first 
two days, with play at noon to- 4t 
day and at llain tomorrow. 


... , i.w&av 

Hemp, aster, Penney. Brawl Welch. Giles, 
Frost. Piper; Donald. Bet. Smith, Edmond. 
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sport 


Ronaldo critical 
of Barcelona 


Footbafl 


Ronaldo, set to make his debut 
for Internationale against Man- 
chester United on Sunday, has 
criticised his former club, 
Barcelona, for demanding even 
more money than foe flora al- 
ready paid to release him from 
his contract in Spain. 

The 20-year-old Brazilian 
striker is now destined for the 
San Siro after the governing 
body of world football, Fife, bro- 
kered a compromise deal be- 
tween Inter and Barcelona on 
Thesday, although Fife says 
that the money paid so far does 
not constitute a transfer fee. 

“How can Barcelona justify 
asking for more money?” 
Ronaldo asked. “When I qgnpH 
my contract with Barcelona 
last year, it was because I knew 
that for four billion pesetas 
(£18m), 1- could leave. Now I 
want to know why that doesn't 
apply any more.” 

The two dubs have a week to 
reach an agreement on bow 
mnch more Inter will have to ' 
pay - or Fife will decide. 


Meanwhile, Massimo Morat- 
ti, (he president of Inter, said 
Ronaldo will wear the No 10 
shirt against United in the first 
teg of the Pirelli Cup, a friend- 
ly tournament arranged as part 
of Paul Inee’s 1995 transfer to 
the Italian dub horn United. 
The second leg is on 30 July at 
OldTrafford. 

Ronaldo added: “The presi- 
dent has made the right deci- 
sion . The No 10 shirt was once 
Z3co’s and Pete’s - how could 

Now I know for certain tlat, aO 
talking aside, I'm going to play 
for Inter. 2 knew that Fife 
would respect my wishes.” 

Joninho’s move to Alletico 
Madrid has brought an instant 
reward for the. former Mid- 
dlesbrough player, who has 
been recalled to the Brazilian 
squad far two friendlies in Asia 
next month. 

The 24-yeax-old fell out of 
favour with the Brazil coach, 
Mario Zagato. during Boro's 
Prcmierchip campaign last sea- 
son which ended in relegation. 
He subsequently songht a trans- 
fer to a leading Spanish club to 


Coliymore confident 
of more success 


two me » 




Stan Coliymore defended his 
record with Liverpool yesterday 
before setting his sights on ter- 
rorising Premiership defences 
with Aston Win in the new sea- 
son. . 

Brian Little's £7m club 
record signing denies that be 
failed to do himself justice at 
Airfield when he and Robbie 
Fowler scored 102 goals be- 
tween them in two seasons. 

And now Coliymore is aim- 
ing to reap havoc ferirailar fadi- 

Yorkef^Sd^^ooked^OT- 
perb form with five goals in two 
pre-season matches against 
Wycombe and Partick Thistle. 

Coliymore said: “People say 
I left Liwrpool without making 
the fiiDest impact, but in the first 
season - myself - and Robbie 
Rrwler were the top partnership 
goaPwse ip the Premier League. 

“Then last season onfy Alan 
Shearer and Les Ferdinand of 
Newcastle scored more goals so 
j don’t think my time at Liver- 
pool was tbal bad hfcwrm hop- 
ing that playing alongside 


as many 

as Stan Collymore-Rob- 
lie Fowler did together.' 

Coliymore is also desperate 
to regain his England place, al- 
though be has put any thoughts 
in that direction cm the back- 
burner as he strives to make a 
flying start with Villa. 

“If I do well enough to be 
able to get back into the Eng- 
land frame then all well and 
good, bat first and foremost ftn 
concentrating on doing well 
with Villa," he said 
■iBorussia Moncheogladbacb’s 
captain, Stefan Effenberg, has 
lodged an appeal against a fine 
imposed on Iran and his wife for 
assault, a German court spokes- 
woman said yesterday. Earlier 
this month a court ordered die 
former German international 
and his wife Martina to pay 
390000 maria (£134*000) for the 
alleged attack on a 57-year-old 
metalworker last December. 
The couple deny the accusa t ions 
that they bad kicked and in- 
sulted the man outside their 
home. 


rekindle his international 
prospects ahead ctf next year’s 
World Cup, and the move has 
paid off without Him even play- 
ing a competitive match for his 
new dub. 

“Juninho has a special style 
which can be vital for the team," 
said Zagalo, who sprang an- 
other surprise when he also in- 
cluded the Monaco striker 
Sonny Anderson in the party. 

Anderson, the French 
league’s player of the year in the 
last two seasons, has been con- 
sistently overlooked by Zagalo, 
who hats preferred the pairing 
of Ronaldo and Romario. 

But Romario is injured and 
Zagalo, Anderson’s coach when 
he played for Vasco da Gama, 
said he wanted to try out as 
many combinations as possible 
before die World Cup finals in 
France. 

Eight players - including 
Manchester United’s new sign- 
ing Celio Silva - who were in the 
squad for last month’s Toumoi 
de France and the Copa Amer- 
ica are left ont for the matches 
against Korea in Seoul on 10 
August and Japan in Osaka 
three days later. 

Romario Has changed his 
. min d and wfllplay for Valencia 
next season after all, it was re- 
ported yesterday. The striker, 
who has been on loan to the 
Brazilian club, Flamengo, had 
previously suggested that he 
would not return to Spain be- 
cause he wanted to stay in 
Brazil to be close to his sons. 

“I never thought I would 
leave Flamengo, but lam apro- 
fesrional," Romario was quot- 
ed as saying in the S panish 
sports daily Marca. “The best 
thing now is forme to go and 
succeed with my S panish dub.” 

Romario did not say what 

had madft him t-han gft hk mind, 

but the Flamengo president, 
Kleber Lejte, is believed to 
have persuaded him to fulfil his 
contractual obligations. 

• Ricardo, the Paris St- 
. Germain manager, is to leave 
Ranee at the end of the new 
season to return to Brazil, foe 
French sports dafiyl'Equipc re- 
ported yesterday. 

Ricardo, who . joined PSG 
last season as coach after end- 
• mg his playing careef with Ben- 
..finpy lnlq dnknfftriak'he rii d nni 

want,, to' renew his contract 
when it Expires jn June 1998. 
The former Brazilian interna- 
tional defender has been linked 
with Flummense. 



Back to business: Fabrizio RavaneM works out wftfi the Middlesbrough fitness trainer, John Emmett, yesterday 


Photograph: PA 


Palace look unlikely to sign Lombardo 


Crystal Palace's bold attempt to 
si gn Attilio Lombardo from 
Juventus looks like ending in 
failure, but the South Lodon 
dub’s manager, Steve Coppell, 
has not yet given up hope. 

“My gut feeling at the mo- 
ment is that the deal looks like 
its going to break down,” Cop- 
pell said an foe dub’s telephone 
information service. “We are 
still in discussions although we 
do seem to be some way off." 

Palace, newly promoted to 
the Premiership, agreed a 
£2.1m transfer fee with foe 
Italian champions last week, but 
foe player has not agreedper- 
sonal terms and did not fly to 
London as expected. 

With or without Lombardo 
on foe wing in his team, Cop- 
pell is regarded by the bookies 
as the manager most likely to be 
sacked next se ason . He is 5-4 
favourite with William HH1 to 
company with the Eagles 
re 10 May next year. Ar- 
senal’s manager. Arsine 
Wenger, is reckoned to be foe 


most secure and he is quoted at 
16-1. 

Birmingham City’s manager, 
Ttevor Rands, has switchedhis 
search for a striker to Israel's 
most prolific goal-scorer, Alon 
Mizrahi, who plays for little 
known Bnei Yehoda. Francis 


has asked Mizrahi, foe leading 
scorer in Israeli dub football for 
three of foe past five years, to 
fly in for talks today about a 
£600,000 move to St Andrew’s 
after foe collapse of a couple of 
earlier bids for forwards. 

Birmin gham are al50 releas- 



Billy Bonds, the MiUwall manage^ and weathergirl Anne- 
Marie Foss yesterday Photograph: Kalpesh Lathirgra 


mg their winger Ricky Otto, who 
cost a then club record of 
£800.000 two and a half years 
ago, on a free transfer. 

Grimsby, of foe Second Di- 
vision, have agreed a £170,000 
fee for Reading’s out-of-con- 
tract striker Lee Nogan. 

New line on 
Lions’ chest 

English football's ever- 
expanding foreign legion ex- 
panded a little more yesterday 
when Millwall. who recently 
signed a sponsorship deal with 
I IvefTVJ paraded Anne-Marie 
Foss before fans at foe New 
Dea Foss, who reads foe weath- 
er in Norwegian on the cable 
television station, joined foe 
club's manager, Billy Bonds, to 
publicise the deai Whether 
topless darts can be expected to 
form part of foe half-time enter- 
tainment for Millwall fens this 
coming season was not dear. 


Sunderland have lined up a 
£500.000 deal for former Eng- 
land Undcr-21 defender Chns 
Makin. The 24-year-old full- 
back joined Marseilles a year ago 
under the Bosman ruling and & 
previous dub. Oldham, would he 
entitled to compensation. 

The transfer tribunal have 
ruled that Evert on must initially 
pay Aston Wh £700,000 for the 
Republic of Ireland Undcr-21 
midfielder Gareth Farrelly. The 
fee could rise to £900.000 ac- 
cording to appearances. 

Blackburn's goalkeeper, Tim 
Flowers, yesterday bad the 
groin operation that wDI keep 
him out for the first month of 
the new season. 

Brighton's will learn today if 
they are to be thrown out of the 
Football League. Albion face 
foe threat of expulsion at an ex- 
traordinary general meeting of 
Football League chairmen over 
their failure to lodge a £500,000 
bond, requested to secure their 
status while groundsbaring. by 
a 20 June deadline. 


Bristol clamp down on Corry 

Rugby Union 


Bristol bave Threatened to take 
legal action against Martin Cor- 
ry, their captain, if he tries to 
leave them this summer. Cor- 
ry still has a year to run on ins 
contract and the dub have told 
foe 23-year-old England in- 
ternational that he win not be 
going anywhere even though he 
is considering a deal to join 
Leicester. • - • 

Alan Davies, the coach, said: 
“He isdther going to be in a Ie- 

fttBnstol next season. It is not 
good and foe sooner we scat out 
some uniformity for the sport, 
the better. It has happened in 
soccer and we will not have dubs 
charing players who are in con- 
tract" Cony said no decision on 
Ids future had been made and 
refused to comment further. 


Davies added that Bristol’s 
leading talent, the former Lions 
and record-breaking Wales 
scrum-half, Robert Jones, wifi 
stfll be at the Memorial Ground 
despite overtures from Bath 
aver foe last few weeks. Davies 
said: “Wfe are keeping Robert 
next season.” 

Bristol are also on the point 
of adding two new internation- 
al signings to their squad next 
season. Both the players, who 


countries but who Bristol refuse 
to name, have been in pro- 
tracted talks with senior staff 
from foe Memorial Ground 
This comes in foe wake of 
three new signings for foe dub 
in the Aberavon No 8, Steve 
Pearce, his dub-mate, Gareth 
Barber, a scrum-half, plus the the 
former \\hlesintenmnonal lock, 

■ John Wakeford, from Cardiff, 
Davies sakt “John is well buflt 


to provide quality ball and had 
a good season with Cardiff. I 
think he is the sort ofptayer wbo 
will do well in foe English set- 
up. Steve and Gareth have 
made an excellent contribu- 
tion with Aberavon in foe Wdrii 
Division Ttvo and, given the op- 
portunity to play at this level of 
rugby, they wifi develop very 
quickly.” Bristol have already 
lost England lock Simon Shaw 
to Whsps and are still in nego- 
tiations with Bath wbo hope to 
buy out foe final year of Mark 
Regan’s contract 
WakefortL, 30, who has won 
two caps for his country, said: “I 
was getting a little stale after so 
many seasons with Cardiff and 
needed a new challenge. I don't 
think this will be the case with 
Bristol because there are so 
many good dubs in foe English 
league that it produces a con- 
sistently high standard ofrugjby.” 


Torrance upbeat over 
Ryder Cup qualifying 


Golf 


Sam Tbrrance, Costantino Roc- 
ca, Marie James and David Gil- 
ford were members of foe 
winning European Ryder Cup 
team at OakhiH, New York, two 
years ago, but foe pressure is 
mounting as they strive to gain 
selection for this year’s match 
at Valderrama, Spain. 

The four are competing in foe 
Dutch Open, starting at Hal- 
ve rsum today, and know only 
first or second place would se- 
riously improve their chances of 
wiaVmg the side. 

There are only six tourna- 
ments to go before foe team is 
chosen, with the leading 10 in the 
Cup table at the end of August 
automatic selections and Seve 
Ballesteros, the captain, having 


two choices, expected to be Nick 
Ihkk) and either JesperPamevik 
or Jose Maria OlazabaL 

Thus foe first prize here of 
£116,660 and second prize of 
£77,770 could put the four with- 
in sight of selection. Rocca, 
ninth in foe cup table, has on pa- 
per the best chance of selection 
but has been in poor form. 

Tbrrance, 13th in foe table, 
feels more upbeat than the 
Italian. “Fm £42,000 behind 
foe 10fo man and think I s till 
have a good chance,” the Scot 
said. James is lying 15th, while 
Gilford is 19th. *T think I need 
at least 350,000 and 1 am play- 
ing well at present, but I did all 
the damage last year when I won 
only £8,000 in seven tourna- 
ments," James said. He and Gil- 
ford are playing foe last five 
tournaments in Europe. 


World final changes venue 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 

The final of the 'World Club 
Championship has been 
switched to Auckland while, in 
another change to the interna- 
tional calendar, four British 
clubs are to miss out on 
money-spinning fixtures against 
the Australian tourists. 

The final of the WCC was 
scheduled for foe Sydney Foot- 
ball Stadium on 18 October, but 
Super League in Australia has 
decided after poor attendances 
in foe qualifying rounds of foe 
competition that it will be bet- 
ter supported in New Zealand. 

The quarter and semi-finals of 
the competition will go ahead as 
planned, in both hemispheres, 
over the previous two weekends. 

The proposed seven-match 
Australian tour of Britain which 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Towers face individual tests 


v-r 



^ondon Tbwers, the Budweis- 
or League, ride, will again be 
England’s only representatives 
m European Club competi- 
tions next season, but were giv- 
en a formidable draw yesterday 
for their first-round group in foe 
European Cup, writes Richard 
Tbytor. 

' Tbwers open their 10-game 
schedule away to Hapoel Eilat 
in Israel on Tuesday 16 Sep- 
tember in a group which is 
completed by Stcfanel Milan, 
Beobanka Belgrade, Danone 
Hahved, of Hungary, and the 
•Ge rman team Thlami Rhon- 
dort 

Kevin Cadle, the Tbwers. 
coach, greeted the draw with foe 
comment: “It’s tough." Lari 
season Tbwers finished fourth in 
their group to reach the last 32 
knockout stage,, but the 
. Wmbley-based club seem like- 


ly to face more talented indi- 
viduals this time. 

Milan include the former 
Orlando Magic NBA player, 
Anthony Bowie, Eilat have the 
Israeli League's assists leader in 
the American Corey Gaines, 
white foe relatively unfashion- 
able Rhondorf still include foe 
Jktndeslign's leading scorer, 
Richard Morton. 

Cadle will have foe chance to 
observe Rhondorf in foe pre- 
season Adidas European Bas- 
ket Ball challenge at Sheffield 
Arena on the last weekend in 
August, which is hosted ty foe 
Sharks and also including foe 
Budweiser League champions, 
foe Leopards, and Alba comp, 
of Hungary. . 

Tbwers warm up with their 
Sainsbuzy’s classic tournament 
at Wembley against a high- 
class, field of AEK Athens, 
MaccabiTfelAvjv and Red Star 

Belgrade. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


luviran 

ft»unteJS5»t«0 

F1BNKY MATCHES: Aeemgton Stank* 
vRwsocBanowvtt«K 
tor. HSchtn v Weetoston* (7.45] ; ***«- 
ambev Dundee (TJ0Y. StAftws vuyw 
~ vCmbh- 


OkMnv Barley: cmM v tested 
.Then vSoUttwd tf.O; mvQqnrlg 
mere; Grmftv fcum v Port vale (MSI. 
aoucesw v Bristol CWi Wtowr " 

wm Hem xt Herttopotf V MWheiwrt- 


Spesdway 

ELITE LEAGUE IpStfCtl v Pweftoroutfi 
<7-30>. 

pftEHER l£MU& SheflWd V Arena Es- 
se* (7.45). 

Other sports 

O0tftfie^fwBri^iahOpeflp0Je f 'l r ^ , • 
Northern Ireland). 

TBMSe Northern Bactrie antemetional 
Open 

d»16 ChanvkmsNps (Hatfleitfl; Couniy 
Chemptanehlps (Qstbounw)- 


xaaeOBHandStCtMt- 

land 6 Smote 2; Devon 6 CHebki 1Mb Sou 

a Mew VbcK Vartcoe* 9 Anaftelm 2; Toronto 5 

IOmM 2: MM a Kenw* tty 2; Brf- 

dmora 9 Tin 3. 

wmoNM. LEAGUE: Mlants 4 CNoatf) Cods 1 
mot jMMtt CMOS* Cute 5 < 


_ „ ftCoteKtoUMon- 

t™m 0 [12 Hausen 4 Si LoM 2 Lob 

Aifstos 8 New VOA Mats 3: San Dietfi 3 PSt* 
buqTi % Sen Pnnoieoo 8 PhlaoetpMe. ' 


JackWteeman, chatrman of BbmMurn, 
has retted at the s& of 80. He has been 
a board member at St Andrew's for 41 
years, chairman tor the last flue yeas. 

EUROPEAN CUP QuefiftinK raand CM le£ 

DM»ltoai2NW«nMHiw8qBir 

ly 0 tea 30000); Dram Kev 2 (Ttebiov 20i 
Mranar 83) Ebny Town AFC MM) 0 (ate 

•v.QGOl. OtfaartiM: Ararthon Fni^xa 

3 Karoos SlaUni CUM O: Kobe* {Sta**} 3 

Aknm (Ice) 0: LarCana (Bn} 0 lea Rod (Bn) 

Z Naltehl BNu (Azer) 0 Wttew Uxts CPoO 2: 


Worthing Bears wB compete again bi 
the Budweiser laa&e against next sea- 
son after weeks of uncertainty sur- 
rounding the dub: The efi reams wiB 
announce tomorrow which of two Arm 
proposal they have chosen to take the 
three-times Wembley championship 
play-off winners forward. 

Leicester Cfty Riders have signed the 
American Bffiy Slndeton, after he led 
Chester Jets to thrir beet season irinen 
they finished fifth In the Budweiser 
League bn May and earner reached the 
League trophy final. 


0, 


Scotland's Craig Madean broke the 
British record for the flylnfi 200 metres 
when he led the sprint qualifiers in the 
BCF Nations! Track Championships at 
Manchester yesterday The City trf Ed- 
hibwtfl RT hder docked 10637sec, 
beating therecanJ set ty flwynMt&Mh 
In Moscow last October by 0.02sec. 

BCFNKnONALTRACKCHMMONMPSpiBite 

JMU49.0pw MM flraiXP Jacques (Oiy 
ofEdW»rtiiD):2RJe®*)eB(8»kii»}Cydt*J: 
3 A McMatfi (CC Lanes). Last 200m In 

tL390saar — * 





ib w xmms. 

ass xsess t ss a i 

ewiwwwaopwjajT^ptaMaa^ 
3 A Wenturvon PC St WWglijnw 

31«u» S 3: 1 P WW 

JflpKZS Ooge tws ata DMM y ow 

MncMBar P« 1& Tun* 3MJ7JKX 


MM mm« flnt l«r Owwmo 

) 1 lto34J30-3313 LcM SGbO? Oc nSOCfs 

P8MiTlaMiMr)lFloaUNnn(BflQ;Hn , Gor- 

lea CStovon) 2 ObM BbIbd (Rom) ft JaUonee 
CzIM BKSMHI Mftm {Aw) ft Igpast 
6 M teimfc (FhMHO; Vfcjwdt™ Novi Sad 

rrus owcngsoBMa wen z dbubm obq 

1 VoraMa PUwa(IM)3; Sfcpa-47 An^tantasi 

<Hn) 1 AppoOon Umasnl ipjn) 1. 

TTMNSFBt JobbOmd Madcen IsaSoi) Man- 

dKMBr Urwed to ftwnai Nortn Bid USOflOO). 

TUEBDWTS UTE RESUUSc Dsfa Cap Ffcst 

qorffytat rami, tkat lag (VstatfeM: BtMrtsm 

(MBitii) 0 SpanM irraH (StMBk) X most 14)- 
Ian Craoaoalestt ra onMIlMtte Sate OBm- 

tonl FHandpi wM e ha ai Usm Rods (Japan) 

1 Mantfi est ef unaao a s wnngjttw 1 

btadm&KvnihfladlRMsawiflnKAMttfM 

1 (Wort 4; ColclwsHr 1 Bokon 1; GCngJam 1 

QffldC Roamtem 3 Bmatay 3; NeaemmO 

ShTOK^sny 3: Morecombe 4 DcncanerO; Uv 

flak) 1 Bunk* 2; Banaek o vmk u Saanaar l 

St Man n St Hm 0 Tooanhsm XI £ Da- 

^rtam&iMtina^AteiKBOrieniZGtauca- 

Mr 3 Tuflkv Roues 3j Seunfaps 0 Lalcaanr 

4; TanMdlB 2 Dover 3S Wen Bnn 0 Cnatoo 

t. Vem# 0 Brsd Roim 2; CaMe 8 Modiar- 

wed 3; KMernmOM 1 MaeeteDeH % Unto 

rifyCMep Dub*i lCheiwi 2; DundaM 0 RaUi 

2; St Paws* AHeoe 3 Pamroaniu^i u Bap 

wasJarafflOStJnrssoneftHanwiDnlFwih 

bcn»|l> 2: Haaongs o ParvWe 2: Portadoim 

1 HBM mia n Z, Stusocs Boneis 0 Preston Z 

Ooif 

Lynn Ibpholme held a three-shot lead 

over Emma DugBteb^ the former Brfeish 

champion, utt 

Ryitta Entfsh Women*: 

Cfampfon sK patHanMar Common, I 
rw. Tuphdme (NorthcSffe) birtfed three 
or the last six holes to shoot a second- 
round 73 for a par hadf-way total of 144. 
Wkjw**riahlrewaTOT (Mal- 

ton and Ncroxi) three-puttto too many 

oady holes to teep pace v^TLphofma 

Koto Egfdrd Hes third cnlSO, 


Hockey 

Man Stoves, Doncaster's ptayer coach, 
v«s last night named as the Fbrm Post- 
house National Ptayarof the 1396/&7 
season. Fteadlr^s Jon Wyatt was the 
Premier Pl^er of tine jeanmdi Cannock’s 
Bobby Crutch ley the top gdalscorer. 

Lacrosse* 

BIIOPGMICHMM , IONBMP(SBiaMioH)Man: 
WWesSSWedan ifl. Woman Ehtfnd IT Scot- 
land 12. 

Motor racing 

Saub epPs ti o nas, the Swiss Fonrnia One 
team, announced yesterday that Nor- 
berto Fontana, of Aigantina, would con- 
tinue as their second driver for this 
weekend's German Grand Prtx at Hock- 
anheim. 

Honda are planning a comeback to the 

ft>rmute One as early as 2000 after an 

absence of several years. The decision 
was prompted by Honda's Improved 
business in recent years, mainly a re- 
sult of Its successful sports utility ve- 
hicle safes and company restructuring. 

Pools tflvkleads 

BRrnSKSi IMte dMOBK 24 eta £22. Fbw 
Usn> BSp, honaa £38.40, ate «Maya 
£4630. 

ZEriERS: TiaUa c&bock 24pta £74J5. 23 
£2^5 (be «Wdand* onM. Thna dram £1X0. 

B0« honaa E2SJJO. Wx wmv* £54.00. 

UTTLEWDOD& TVrebtfl chaooa: Hob 
£3^2.10. 23 £3060, 22 £Z60, 21 £1.00. 
Pour dr*** £L45. Tea hantM £S04^0 l Hw 
I £8035. 


natraa, BaHaat, Tuesday): Han lCOOm 

ftoat t y te a s Sabndns (lafanurrt 16mm 

06B299C 2 N CmtWKi (Lrander) 162114; 3 

P MiJcaty (IknaricM i&34eo. 400n buMd- 

aal Modojc 1 G Beag/gi (Conraano 43231; 


imSS fftS ^ B?8CWnrt M&m!3S5aS 

dhhfaal Madoy: 1 M Conan (luenti &X8SO; 

2 S CMlQr RMromaiW SciaOS: 3 J UcOynn 

{Pbrtrrmodt) R1LM 

Tennis 

GENERALI OPEN MBTS TO UWMAI*£NT 

SreMnen^KI 

tx Q Munoz (Sp) SO 6-3; G Banco (So) K F 

Squitan (Arg)&3 6-2 F Dmwif [B«e tx U Sttv 

nor (Gart 6-1 6-0; Y KsfemflcK (Ruu M F 

tani CBr) 6-1 0-3; B Karoaehar (Goo M J Now* 
(Cr Rep) 63 &4; A CorretiB (Sp) fit L AmcH 
IAO0 frS 6-7 64 S Koc£k^uU txABe- 

rasatemi (So) 6-2 6-3; H Amzl "loO W G Ma> 

itS«6-47-6: R Rolan OU bt M AureSo Gorru 

6-2 B-4; J Alonso CSp) M 8 UBach OiRep) 

55^3; Niapmm (EariotJ Tata«luS) 6-3 


follows foe final has been re- 
duced to three games, all of 
which will be Tests. 

The Australians were due to 
play London Broncos plus foe 
other three highest-placed dubs 
in Britain, but that itinerary has 
been scuppered by plans for a 
possible reunification match 
between the winners of the 
southern hemisphere's Super 
League and the rival Australian 
Rugby League. 

That has been provisionally 
fixed for the weekend between 
foe WCC final and the first Tesl 
at WemMey on 1 November, 
leaving no time for lead-up 
matches before the series starts. 

Australia wfil now play Great 
Britain at Wfembley, at Old Traf- 
ford on 8 November and EDand 
Road on 14 November, before 
going to France for one Test. 

Splits are appearing among 
the First and Second Division 


(US) 6-4 6-3: B Back Efcnl t* D Hat* (USI 6-2 
6-ft G Warner (US) tt B Boon (USI 6-4 6-3; 
M BmoHi Qnd) bt D Nestor (Can) 7-6 7-6. 
MP MEN'S TOURNAMENT fUnWC. Qm| Slft- 
g)m%, sacond roumt S Bm&ieca (Sp) K A Merv 
noi ns) 60 6-t P Hoartu® I1WW K M Mattel 
(T8 6-1 6-3: O meaty iStooH « J ftar (SW 
6-06-2- 

UA INTER COUNTY CUP BRASS COURT 
CHAMPIOHSMPS (Eastbcwnn) Hen: Oroup 
2: Batahae S Surer 4. WtoaeK Group 1: Wv- 
mcKsnra 6 Mkkfleacn 3. 

NORTHERN OHURIC MENS 1NIERNATKW- 

ALOPBI U— w a d.H — aeW S<i«.W 

round: D Safsfart 1CB) bt M Li» (C8) 6-1 7-6; 

A BekXXSfi*: Vko) K J Apefl (S**?l 4^ 7-6 6-1; 


dubs, some of whose repre- 
sentatives have been working 
towards reunification with 
Barla, the governing body of the 
amateur game. 

Bob Scott, foe general man- 
ager of foe Assodatiun of First 
and Second Divirion Cubs, has 
called a meeting with Barla 
tomorrow, which be hopes will 
lead to a merger of the two 
bodies. 

However, Malcolm White, 
foe chairman of Swinton, says 
that meetings have been taking 
place "without the permission 
of dubs" and foal Scott has 
become "far too involved hr the 
politics of the game". 

Some dubs, he daims, are 
considering withdrawing from 
the association, and the alarm of 
Super League dubs is shown by 
foe decision to send the Leeds 
chief executive, Gary Hethcr- 
ington, to tomorrow’s meeting. 


G Gatonbwti (ty In N Bnre (ty 7-6 2-1 iron; 
J Ptttam (FH bt B Gal* (Stcuty 6- 1 6-*; J Ima: 
(So) K S PKCOSOMO (U 7-5 trli O BumffiO 
M C Van Gorsao (BcO 7-6 3-6 7-5; F Sonttro 
(Frt « F Dondo ftJiul 6-1 6-0; T Gundnb (Frt 
M 0 Senano OU 6-3 6-4: K Beotscti iFii U O 
Mutts ffn 7-6 6-2. 

LEADING ATP TOUR RANKINGS: 1 P Sampras 
(US) 53SBpfcc 2 M Dune lUSl 3743;3GKan- 
SOvtc iCroa) 2788; 4 A ConU|a (S(H 2526; G 
T MleKi UU) 241Z 6 Y KJtefeum- (ftei 22M. 
6B: 3ST Henman 1584; 24 G Pusnfctu 1433. 
LEADWQ WTA TOUR RANKINGS: 1 M rtnfiQ 
CSwu 5778otS 2 J NouotiM tCS^-P) 3559; 3 
M Seles (US) 3181; 4 1 Maf» iCjlui 3165: 5 
S Gcal (Get) 2680; 6 A Coeen (SAl 2545. 




(AutibtCi 


6 - 1 . 


ealflC} SbtitiM, I 

bt N Godwin (SA) 

be R Jabau (Br) 1 


Dot round: G 


7-0 6-3; Ml 

be R Jobau {Br) 1-6 6-3 7-6; R Kngicek (Netty 
bt M OnctejoSn (SA) 6-4 6-4; J Courtor (US) bt 
G Stntfcrt (SA) 7-5 7-5; J Garetarob (US) bt A 
A0«l (US) 7-56-2: SSaCdan (And ttAOBfcn 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Rugby Leagne 

TOUR HATCH (Otjmplc Park. Mdboume): 
AustcaBa D9*topmg States 24 BARLA^ Vbung 
Lions & 

Rigby Union 

AUSTRALIA (TrHMiOoSattav Nm ZMlMd, 

MalMcmw Cfidmt Oreuti, Aatatt U 

BuMRBTum, JUtRe. JHoRwA. J kATHo* 

ran, G GBBfiBfc A Heath. M Fotey, R Hany. G 
Morgan. J hake (cad). 0 Menu, a Robinson, 
M Bnsz. 

tffiW ZEALAND: C CuSefi; J Wlson. F Bmca; 

A Itrenaa. G Osborne: C Spenw. J ManhaD; 

3 ftzpanck (rapt) orN Hawffl; 0 Bnjiln, | Jones, 

R8n»te. T Rondel ,J KrtwWd, 2 BroeXs. 


Th& number of countries that 
Mll tforripete BT next year's 
Davfe Cup-, a record for foe 
'compeflSorL HoridwaSi TStesth- 

edands Airitffleft St Lucia and 

foe US VlngSh Isolds bare er* 

tered fdr.tbe first. lime, v 


Win the ultimate prize 

A trip to the 199S World Cup Final. 



Register for the 

Independent Fantasy 
Football League 

Starts Saturday 26 July in 

;.v THE | \DITT.\Di: v| 
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The state we’re in 

Ken Jones on the unholy mix 
of sport and politics, page 26 


sport 
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Hooray lor Gooch 

Essex and England stalwart 
out, page 26 





Liverpool join Newcastle in hunt for Ostenstad 


Football 

ALAN NIXON 

AND CATHERINE RILEY 

Liverpool have joined the bid- 
ding to sign Southampton’s 
Norwegian striker Egfl Osten- 
stad, who has long been a tar- 
get for Newcastle United. 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool 
manager, wants the powerful 
forward as a partner for Rob- 
bie Fowler and is willing to beat 
Newcastle's offer of around 
14m, which was turned down by 
the South Coast dub earlier the 
week. 


manager, bad lined up Osten- 
stad as Les Ferdinand’s re- 
placement. with Newcastle 
yesterday confirming that they 
nave accepted a £6m bid for the 
striker from Evert on. 

However, Liverpool could 
win the race for Ostenstad if 
Southampton lower their £7m 
valuation. Ostenstad has been 
a success since his £lm signing 
from Viking Stavanger less than 
a year ago. 

Ferdinand will meet Howard 
Kendall, the Everton manager, 
today to discuss a move to 
Goodison Park after Leeds and 


Sheffield Wednesday said they 
were not interested. 

David Pleat, the Wednesday 
manager, denied reports that he 
had made a £5-2m offer for the 
30-year-old England interna- 
tional, while Leeds also said 
they had not tried to sign him. 

Pleat said: “We have not 
made an oEfer. We are aware of 
many players’ situations this 
summer, no more than that” 

A Leeds spokeswoman, Liz 
Dimitri] evic, dismissed the 
club’s interest in Ferdinand as 
“pure speculation” and said: 
“Les Ferdinand is not someone 
the manager is 1 oolong at.” 


Meanwhile, Tbttenham Hot- 
spur yesterday reaffirmed their 
interest if Ferdinand was to 
deride on a move back to Lon- 
don. 

Newcastle insisted yesterday 
thnt the transfer of the I talian 
defender Alessandro Pistone 
has yet to be completed. Re- 
ports from Italy on Tuesday said 

a £4.5m deal for the 22-year-old 
Intemazionale left-back had 

been agreed. 

However, Freddie Fletcher, 
the Newcastle chief executive, 
said that although discussions 
had taken place with the Sene 
A side and the Italy Under-21 


international, the transfer had 
not yet been finalised. 

Aston Villa have agreed to 
split the difference and pay 
Leicester £ l-35m for defender 
Simon Grayson. The clubs 
could not initially agree on a 
transfer fee which was set to be 
decided today by a tribunaL 

Villa were offering £750,000 
and Leicester asking £2m for 
their player of the year, but the 
two parties finally settled on a 
compromise figure after re- 
opening negotiations. 

Birmingham have written off 
£L4m in less than 48 horns with 
their decision to make winger 


Ricky Otto available on a free 
transfer. Otto cost a then dub 
record fee of £800,000 when 
signed by Barry Fry 
Southend two and a half y® 81 * 
ago- . 

It follows City’s loss of 
£600,000 on striker Mike 
Newell in selling him to Ab- 
erdeen for £175.000 after he 
cost £775,000 from Blackburn 
12 months ago. 

David Sullivan, the club's 
owner, said: “Our wage bin is 
very high, a pd as a business we 
must try and break even and 

make funds available to buy new 
players. If players are not in the 


.. mid have no chance of 
pA^a&what is the pood of xuo- 
smg up Mils? Otto could have 

gc« to Peterborough at the end 

o € last season for £50,000 but 
said no.” 

■ Suttivan said Trevor Francis 
st& has around £2.7m available 

for new signings and the man- 
ager is looking at IsraeTs most 
prolific goal-scorer. A Ion 
MizrahjL The Israeli is due to fly 
to Birmingham today for tails 
about a £600,000 move to St 
Andrews. 

The anker, who plays for 
Bnei Yehuda, has been Israel’s 
top scorer for three of the last 


five years, and has been rm 
trial in Germany with Siangan 
and Swiss dub Bade. 

Manchester United young- 
ster Jonathan Macken has 
joined Preston North End for 
£250,000. The Manchcstcr-bum 
striker has been with United 
since 1994 and signed profes- 
sional forms last year. 

The 19-ycar-old had been on 
the fringe of United’s first team 
without making a senior ap- 
pearance, but helped the re- 
serves and A sides to win their f 
respective league champi- 
onships Iasi season. 

More football, page 27 


FOURTH TEST: England try to turn back the clock by changing track at Headingley to combat Australia’s lethal leg-spinner 


Warne looms 
large in Ashes 
pitch battle 


DEREK PRINGLE 


Cricket Correspondent 

It was not so long ago in these 
parts of Yorkshire that Head- 
ingley, and not the Halifax, was 
thought to be the banker, at 
least as far as the England 
cricket team were concerned. 
Tones change, however, and 
although the Halifax has moved 
on to bigger and better things, 
England are desperately trying 
to turn the clock back by 
switching to a slow, grassy 
pitch. 

Although it is a bit like turn- 
ing to an old friend for a loan, 
such desperation is not 
unfounded. With the series still 
level at one match apiece, this 
is a crucial Test for both sides. 
Significantly, neither England 
nor Australia have come back 
to win a series after losing the 
fourth Test 

“It's essentially a three-match 
scries now,” Michael Ather- 
ton, the England captain, said 
yesterday. “So yeu’d want to win 
it just to set yourself up for the 
rest of tire series. There are not 
many draws here, so I'm sure 
there will be a result - hopefully 
one in our favour." 

England, however, are - as 
Atherton s opposite .number, 
Mark Taylor, wryly observed af- 
ter the change of pitch - clear- 
ly obsessed with Shane Warne. 
Mind you, who can blame them 
and mindful that Australia have 
posted huge totals at Headin- 
gley on their last two visits - 
ideal situations for slow capit- 


ulation to Wirae’s leg spin - 
England will want to play the 
game around smaller totals. 

It is for this reason that the 
original pitch - whose bare 
ends have not recovered from 
the Texaco match here in June 
and were seen as licence for 
Warne to run amok - was 
rejected, and why, when the sun 
was blazing yesterday, the 
moisture was left in the pitch 
by keeping it hidden under 
covers. 

Predictably, Atherton moved 
behind tbe accusations of 
deliberate pitch manipulation 
with his customary dead baL 
“There is a lot of nonsense 
talked about pitches," he said, 
as if addressing a group of tire- 
some school children. “The 


L ht 


not the England team. It’sonly 
when he puts those bits of 
wood in the ground and the 
game starts that the players take 
over con troL In any case, it’s the 
same for both sides." 

In some ways he is right and 
pitch switching goes on all the 
time in county cricket, where 
most see it as accepted practice. 
In any case the surface looks 
much like an old Headingley 
pitch without the cracks and far 
better looking than the one 
Australia played on here in 
1972 when those campaigning 
to free George Davis dug it up. 

Presumably nothing quite 
that drastic came out in the pep 
talk England received from 
Sebastian Coe during their re- 
cent motivational get together. 
But if the squad are primed to 


bite the heads off anything 
Australian, England’s final XI 
will not be selected until this 
morning when Dean Headley’s 
fitness will be given one final 
assessment 

Headley, as Atherton point- 
ed out yesterday after a long 
work-out in the nets, 
appeared to be “100 per cent at 
the moment". If he ts not shn- 
flariy sprightly this morning, 
then Mike Smith. Gloucester- 
shire’s left-aim swing bowler, 
will gain his first cap. 

As the leading wicket-taker 
in the country with 55 wickets. 
Smith, a Yorks hireman. is the 
man in form. If the atmos- 
ihere is heavy and suits swing 
may even play in front of 
Andy Caddick, who despite his 
11 wickets in the senes has 
been consistently short of an 
optimum length. That said, 
since the team’s poor showing 
at Old Ttafford, Atherton has 
been insistent that there would 
be no “panic changes", and 
Smith may have to wait a while 
longer. 

More pressing than their 
bowling line -up, though, is the 
severe lack of runs coming 
from the top of the order. 
Since Edgbaston, when Nasser 
Hussain and Graham Thorpe 
batted superbly, England’s bat- 
ting - save two placensaving 
rather than match-saving 
knocks of 87 by Mark Butcher 
and 83 by John Crawley - has 
been a failure. 

Perhaps the most glaring has 
been the poor scoring of Alec 
Stewart, who was comfortably 
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ACROSS 

I Attractive European is up 
north somewhere IS. 4) 

9 Determined promoter pens 
article on tourism initially 
(7) 

10 Clue, c.g., that's designed to 
comprise opening of ode or 
idyil f7) 

II Adjutant, on reflection, is 
something of a comedian 
(4) 

12 Record pupil's given by roy- 
al governess (5) 

13 Trio presently linked with 
'star? (4) 

16 Cause confusion letting off 
grenade (7) 

17 Mocked when about to de- 
liver legal document (7) 

IS Seeing consultant? (7) 

21 Person with no convictions? 
17) 


23 Everyone from Belgium 5 

leaving lido (4) 6 

24 Receptacle used by the 

Spanish for hard roll (5) 7 

25 Tvpc of jumper, florin each 
(4) 

2S Acute problem attending 
journalist’s school (7) 

29 Showing hostility, I shall 
leave fi-4) 

30 China offers one example 
of picturesque linguistic 
feature (7, 5) 

DOWN 

1 Wander about looking for 
repairer to accept article (7) 

2 flhdt drugs one found in 
Germany (4) 

3 Agreement to reduce expo- 
sure of indecent entertainer 
(7) 

One antelope associated 
with river country (7) 


Light seen by fence (4) 
Pull giri up km ‘ 


or being a 
slowcoach’ (7) 

7 Those who recycle paper 
also steal some pieces (3-3- 

S Item of furniture occasion- 
ally used by chemist? (8, 5) 

14 Go veiy slowly in voyage 
round Norway (5) 

15 Warwickshire forest almost 
consumed by fire? (5) 

19 Crack nut - ouch! That’s 
awkward (7) 

20 Traditional German article 
given in exchange (5-2) 

21 Type that is into risky in- 
vestments (7) 

22 Providing information 
which is decisive (7) 

26 Hurt back of thigh crossing 
river (4) 

27 Request for item framing 
part of legal bargain? (4) 
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Whole new ball game: Australia warm up with a little fight volleyball before today's fourth Test at Heacfingley 


Photograph: Clive Mason/Allsport 


England’s best batsman last 
year. So far Stewart, batting at 
three, has scored 77 runs at an 
average of 15.4. They are the 
figures of a tail-ender and 
although Stewart is one of the 
fitter 34-year-olds around. 


keeping wicket and batting at 
first drop are clearly taking 
their toll and he may be better 
off swapping with Crawley. 

AJterua lively, the Aus- 
tralians, having seen more of 
Stewart than anyone else in the 


England side, may have worked 
him out Either way England 
need him to fire now if the Ash- 
es are to remain anything more 
than a dream. 

By contrast, Australia have 
been swift and sure in replac- 


ing (he troubled Michael Bevan 
with Ricky Pouting. But while 
the change narrows Thylor’s 
bowling Options it should, de- 
spite Ptan ti ng ’s lack of experi- 
ence at six, strengthen the 
batting. 


With Ranting hungry to show 
off his considerable talents, it is 
a move England could proba- 
bly have done without at this 
stage of the series. 

County reports. 
Scoreboard, page 22 


Stephens strikes blow 
for the working class 


Cycling 


ROBIN NICHOLL 
with the Tour de France 

Neil Stephens gave Australia a 
rare moment of Tbur de France 
glory when the also-rans were 
given their bead yesterday as the 
race left Switzerland. Stephens, 
the workhorse for several Tbur 
thoroughbreds, came gallop- 
ing home three seconds dear of 
11 riders for Australia's first 
stage victory in six years. 

Since 1981, when Phfl An- 
derson gave Australia their first 
yellow jersey and won stages in 
1982 and 1991, the boys from 
Down Under have gained an 
impressive reputation as tal- 
ented workers rather than star 
turns. Stephens, whose profes- 
sional career started in England 
13 years ago, has been an in- 
fluential force behind the suc- 
cesses of Richard Virenque, 
tbe world ranked No 1 Laurent 
Jalabert, and the world time tri- 
al champion Alex Zulle. 

For 17 days, the 33-year-old 
has grafted to ensure Virenque 


Yesterday: Stage 17 


could maintain his challenge for 
the Tbur lead. Yesterday, with 
his French leader having con- 
ceded the yellow jersey to Ger- 
many’s Jan Ullrich, Stephens 
was unleashed. 

“It felt really great coming in 
to the finish, but with the wet 
roads 1 was careful on each cor- 
ner," he said. “It was not until 
the last 500 metres 1 started 
thinking of victory." 

Ullrich, in the yellow jersey he 
has worn for eight days, arrived 
with the bulk of the 143 riders, 
3 min 5Ssec after Stephens, 
whose success did nothing to the 
leading overall standings. His 
sacrifices in the daily slog have 
put the Australian more than 
two hours behind Ullrich. 

It was not all joy in the 
Deutsche Tblekom camp. Last 
year, Bjarae Rfis gave Denmark 
and Thlekom their first lbur tri- 
umph. Yesterday he was al- 
most forgotten, and angry. A 
tablet he had taken to relieve a 
painful wrist complaint upset his 
stomach on Thesday, and he 
spent “an awful night". 

Yesterday he suffered again. 


Today: Stage IS 


Frfcosiy to Cetmar 

218.5kmfl35.47 miles 
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Jesper Skibby, another Dane 
but not a team-mate, had to 
him aB the way over the 
Develier climb. “If he had 
not been there I could not have 
made it. My team should have 
been more helpful," Riis said. 

He still finished with the 
main field, but the signs he may 
quit are growing ever stronger. 

TOUR DE FRANCE 171h stage, Rtkmg to 
Colmar. 21&9ac X N Stephen (Mitt Ha- 

tks «w 54mm 3teac; 2 0 CamonSub (&«0 

MajKS +3aec 3 V Ehrrw (ftaj US Poaai; 4 

L Rout (R)7VM; 5 EOeWer (Nath) Rabobank: 

6 J Paaoal (Sp) Kefane; 7 B Mfch (USS Coife 

8 S Ousctefcov (Ut«) Pcta; 9 F Farazjr (BaO 

lotto; IOC Mer&n (RJ La Fterifaae das Jars 

11 M Rodanama (to Mercator® Uno, ail same 

time; 1*6 Totschnte (AuO Telekom +Bsac; 13 

AGamondta (Sp) ONCE +6; 34 EZabel (Gerf 

TOekom +3^8; IB F Moncaaan (Ffl GAN; 18 

M Ttweraonf (B) Mercatone Una; 17 R fafc&ren 

(Aus> ftabooanh; 18 A Buffi (It) US FoaW; 19 

L Aus (E*3 Casino; 20 N Lada (R) MG Tetfwv 

O&m aa alt SMactotf: 29 A Oteno (Stf Bewto 

+358; 34 R Wanque (ft) Fastna; 60 B Ms 

(Doty TSetom; 84 M SdaneH (G£0 1» Ften^asa 

too Jew; UDT Metoert fft) ONCE, al 3t 
OwmB standfasts: 1J ranch (Geri T a M som 
8ahr27mm flSsac 2 Wonqua+eca 3 M 
Puntenl (R) Mercstnre Urw +1DA3; 4 FEs- 
cartn (Sp) Kelme 1&05; SOtono +16:40; 8 
F CBEBgranfe {hi Sacco +17H4; 7 BEa 
+1&0T; 8 J Jbnsnaz (Sp) Banesto +23^*3; 
8 R Conti ft) Manaone lino +2&20; 10 1 
Dubut (Sam) Pecans +28:48; U. B Zbotg 
(MQMarcannaUm +3U9; l 2 Camenand 
+325$ is P Um s nbe i aer (AuQ Rabobank 
+38UR14M Beta* <Sp)BmEto +4306; 
18 J-C Robm (ft) US Postal +5328; 18 M 
BosHtfd (Neff!) Rabooenk +5511; 17 D 
Nbr&oOO Mepei +5638: IBitfeh +5ft50; 
IS C Moreau ffn Festkre +1D0-37; 20 S 
Hott (R) la Franpuae 
Sateoted: 43 Jalabert a 
drt +333HT. 

Point* ataodfa*E 1 E Zabal (QeflTeletoT) 
304fXK 2 F Moncaaan (Fo GAN 20& 3 JBI- 

Oerera (NesotVM 188; 4 vowreua 1A8; 5 
M riamom (IQ Mercatona uno 142; 8 UU- 
rtch 142; 7 R McEyren (Acs) RAB 128; 8 N 
MW8 « 12t 9 F s*wm 106; 

ftntanl 105. Kind of the a au iah e 1 
yi mrae S27pb; 2(JMch324;3Caaa8ando 
262;4Panam 2 S 0 -. SLBrechNOtFr) Feaa- 
na 23S 6 Dutaus 334; 7 P Hen* (Fi) Fb 80> 
ra 15K 8 Ms 139; 9 F EscsrOn (So) tam 
127; 10 1 M JvnentE (Sp) Sanefla U& 
TMaw ITelelom aoObrOMi I3aec; 2 Mer- 
«tone Uw 12:19; 3 Festra 21^8; 4 
Bwi« 0.30:2A; 8 Kelme w 40mi0 2*96* 
glttpm lhr 49nn 29sec; 7 RBboMnk 2tr 
»wi 45aec; 8 La FranraW d» M* 3"r 
Kram SOoet; 8 loan SrfiSniln 23sae; ID 
rattn 3tr4erran 28sec: USaeco &r SSmki 
38^ U US Asa Senree dlrOBWi IDsoe 
!3CrtcfcSt»33nwiKsec;J4BtoMBtALber 
4hr 2dmn dSsae; U OnCE 4lv 4lmm 
4UBS 18 TVM Shr lSirtn 42sec 17 GAN Bhr 
» (Motto 5hr37mifi 40sec 
»Pofca»-4an*i5^e<;20flB»eT63n»n 
30aoc; 21 MQ 6hr Q3mn Sine. 
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Follow the 
Test Match 
ball-by-ball 
on your 
computer 

www.beeb.com 



t t : 




sports news . . .results . . . 
> . • .previews ... fasturas . 
personalities . . . . facts ". 


-J 









